


Dear Parishioners and Friends 
I wrote recently on the Cathedral Facebook page that one 
way I try to cope with the Coronavirus pandemic, and the 

need to self-isolate and all that this entails, is to keep my mind 
active. I write Reflections, I write poems. I also like to engage with quizzes on television and 
with crossword puzzles. I am not always good at crossword puzzles and many of them have 
still to be completed, but I find that they help to keep my brain active and are a good remedy 
for my mental health. 
 

Words are one of the ways by which we can communicate with each other and during these 
days when we are unable to see each other face-to-face the telephone can be a real  
life-saver. We can telephone members of our family or our friends and engage in 
conversation. 
We must, surely, use thousands of words every day. What kind of words do we use?  
What messages do our words convey? 
 

We should always think before we speak because the words that we use will leave an 
indelible mark on those who hear them. Once spoken, it is difficult – almost impossible –  
to detract or to erase what we have said. 
 
The good words, the encouraging sentiments, the words of praise will always be remembered 
but we must not forget that so too will the cross words, the words of criticism and the hurtful 
‘below-the-belt’ comments. 
 

We all have at some time said something that we almost immediately regretted having said. 
We have wished that we could have turned the clock back and started all over again.  
Only, this time things would be very different. 
 

However as much as we would like it, it is not possible to turn the clock back. The words that 
we have spoken are printed on the mind of the hearer for all eternity. 
 

With that sobering thought let us pray these words with sincerity and conviction and allow 
them to relate to our dealings with our neighbours as much as with our God. 
‘Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight,  
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer’. Psalm 19: 14. 
 

Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 

      The Dean 
       writes…………. 

Confirma ion 2020 

The Right Reverend Andrew Forster, the Bishop of The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe,  
will visit Saint Columb’s Cathedral on Sunday 28th June 2020 at 11.00 am to administer  
The Rite of Confirmation.  
Parishioners (young people and adults) who wish to be presented for Confirmation should 
give their names to the Dean or to The Reverend Canon John Merrick. 
Young people who wish to be confirmed –  
Must be baptised members of the Church. 
Must be 13 years or over on 28th June 2020. 
Must attend Sunday School and Church regularly. 
Must attend every meeting of the Confirmation Group. 
(A note signed by his/her parent/guardian must be given to the Dean or to The Reverend 
Canon John Merrick to explain non-attendance). 
Must complete all work sheets. 



May Services / Events 
Due to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic and the restrictions on our activities set  
by the Government, Saint Columb’s Cathedral remains closed for the foreseeable future.  
All services and events have been either cancelled or postponed. 

 

Sunday Service 
Parishioners and friends can listen to the Morning Service on the Cathedral Facebook page  
or by logging on to www.stcolumbscathedral.org and going to Worship on the menu bar. 
At 10.55 am each Sunday there will be a live streaming on the Facebook page from the 
grounds and from the inside of the Cathedral with the sound of the Curfew Bell and  
the Organ. 
The Dean is most grateful to Dr Derek Collins, his wife Joanna and their sons Dara and Leo for 
leading the singing of the hymns, to The Reverend Canon John Merrick and parishioners who, 
with the Dean, share in leading parts of the service. 
He is also most grateful to Robert and Linda McGonigle for looking after the technical details 
to enable the service to be recorded.  
 

The Cathedral Magazine 
Notes / Articles for the June issue of the Cathedral magazine are due by Sunday 31st May. 

 

The General Vestry 
The meeting of the General Vestry of The Parish of Templemore has been postponed until 
the Coronavirus pandemic is over. 
 

Lent 2020 (Belated Thanks) 
The Dean and those parishioners who attended are most grateful to The Reverend Canon 
John Merrick for his thoughtful, interesting and challenging addresses at the Wednesday 
evening services during Lent. 
Canon John had based his addresses on the ‘I AM’ (I am the Good Shepherd) sayings of Jesus.  
He was only getting into his stride when the Coronavirus pandemic necessitated the closure 
of the Cathedral for all services. 
The attendance of parishioners at the Bible Study on Thursday evenings was small 
numerically but there was a real interest in the subjects presented and discussed in the  
Alpha Course. 
The Lunchtime Talks on Thursdays were appreciated by all who attended. 
The Coronavirus pandemic and the closure of the Cathedral from Tuesday 17th March meant 
that some of the talks did not take place. We thank the speakers who were able to attend - 
The Very Reverend Houston McKelvey (The Bible and Education), Miss Catherine Little  
(The Bible and Communication) and The Reverend Dr Ian Mills (The Bible and Humour). 
We, also, thank Jacqui Armstrong, The Reverend Nigel Cairns and The Reverend Dr Ian Mills 
who played the organ for the singing of the hymns. 
We, also, thank the members of the parish who provided and served soup, sandwiches and 
traybakes in the Chapter House after the services, allowing people the opportunity to 
socialise informally. 

http://www.stcolumbscathedral.org


Although we are not having any meetings at present we 
are continuing to keep in touch by all the various means 
available. A very big thank you to everyone involved in 
bringing us the services on Sundays. They are beautifully 
presented and help to remind us that God’s love and the 

fellowship of the Church are always with us to bring comfort in these difficult times. 
We also continue to pray for each other and especially for those who have been bereaved. 
We remember David and Carol Bell and their family on the death of David’s father George Bell 
and Thelma Mehaffey on the death of her sister Anne Heaney. 
 
While the current restrictions can be frustrating, it has also been quite nice to slow down and 
enjoy the beautiful weather and the annual miracle of Spring in all its abundance. 
Continue to stay safe and keep praying. Looking forward to seeing you all in September. 
 
Irene, Margaret and Pauline 

 
If you or a relative is admitted to or discharged from a 
hospital or a nursing home please let the Dean  
or The Reverend Canon John Merrick know if you 
would like a Pastoral Visit.  
 

Under Data Protection (GDPR) we do not have access 
to the Hospital Admission Forms so we can only know 
that you are a patient in hospital if the Chaplain 
notifies us or if you or a relative notifies us.   
Thank you for your co-operation. 

 
 

Please note that during the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic  
Dean Raymond Stewart and Canon John Merrick are not permitted  

to visit hospitals and nursing homes.  
Please, however, inform us if you are admitted to a hospital  

or to a nursing home so that we can pray for you. 

        Wateraid  
Lent seems very far away now but it feels like unfinished business.  
In an attempt to deal with part of it, the donations given at the lunchtime talks 
during Lent amounted to £120 and this has been sent via Paypal, in the name 
of the Cathedral, to Wateraid. The need for clean running water is so vital at 
this time for all countries in the world that it was good to get them some help. 
We will send the money from our ‘Jars of Change’ when we are able to meet 
again.  
 
A reply was received from Wateraid who wanted to thank you for your 
wonderful support. 



Scripture Readings at Sunday Services 
At a meeting of the Bible Study Group recently I was encouraged to hear that parishioners 
appreciate receiving the Order of Service on Sunday in which the text of the Scripture 
readings are printed. This enables members of the congregation to follow the readings as 
they are being read and, also, to take the Order of Service home and to read the readings 
again. 
Some parishioners might like to prepare for worship by reading the Scripture readings 
before they come to church. The readings of the Sundays and Principal Holy Days are found 
in The Book of Common Prayer, page 27 ff. This year we follow the readings for Year A. 

Sunday 3rd May 2020 – The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
  8.00 am        
  Acts 2: 42-47   Psalm 23 (page 616)       1 Peter 2: 19-25       Saint John 10: 1-10 
  11.00 am        
  1 Peter 2: 19-25 Saint John 10: 1-10 
  4.00 pm        
  Psalm 29: 1-10 (page 622)     Ezra 3: 1-13       Saint Luke 19: 37-48 

Sunday 10th May 2020 – The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
  8.00 am  
  Acts 7: 55-60       Psalm 31: 1-5, 15-16 (page 623)      1 Peter 2: 2-10      Saint John 14: 1-14 
  11.00 am 
  Psalm 31: 1-5, 15-16 (page 623)   Acts 7: 55-60       Saint John 14: 1-14 
  4.00 pm 
  Psalm 147: 1-12 (page 762)      Zechariah 4: 1-10       Saint Luke 2: 25-38 

Sunday 17th May 2020 – The Sixth Sunday of Easter: Rogation Sunday 
8.00 am 
Acts 17: 22-31       Psalm 66: 7-18 (page 663)      1 Peter 3: 13-22      Saint John 14: 15-21 
11.00 am 
1 Peter 3: 13-22       Saint John 14: 15-21 
4.00 pm 
Psalm 87 (page 692)      Psalm 36: 5-10 (page 631)      Zechariah 8: 1-13      Saint John 21: 1-14 

Sunday 24th May 2020 – The Seventh Sunday of Easter: Sunday after Ascension Day 
8.00 am 
Acts 1: 6-14   Psalm 68: 1-10, 32-35 (page 665)    1 Peter 4: 12-14     1 Peter 5: 6-11   
Saint John 17: 1-11 
11.00 am 
Psalm 68: 1-10, 32-35 (page 665)      Acts 1: 6-14      Saint John 17: 1-11 
4.00 pm 
Psalm 47 (page 645)    2 Samuel 23: 1-5      Saint Mark 16: 14-20 

Sunday 31st May 2020 – The Day of Pentecost: Whitsunday 
8.00 am 
Acts 2: 1-21   Psalm 104: 26-36, 37b (page 712)  1 Corinthians 12: 3b-13  Saint John 20: 19-23 
11.00 am 
Acts 2: 1-21      Saint John 20: 19-23 
4.00 pm 
Psalm 67 (page 664)      Psalm 133 (page 749)      Joel 2: 21-32      Saint Luke 24: 44-53 

Sunday 7th June 2020 – Trinity Sunday 
8.00 am 
Isaiah 40: 12-17, 27-31   Psalm 8 (page 599)   2 Corinthians 13: 11-13  Saint Matthew 28: 16-20 
11.00 am 
2 Corinthians 13: 11-13      Saint Matthew 28: 16-20 
4.00 pm 
Psalm 93 (page 700)      Psalm 150 (page 765)      Isaiah 6: 1-8      Saint John 16: 5-15 



                      Sunday School News 
 

We were sorry to miss out on our Palm Sunday event.  
The children were so looking forward to it but it is 
understandable under the circumstances. 
We, also, have parents who work for the NHS in various roles; 
Ambulance, Nursing, Secretarial. 
Our children were invited to send pictures. Some sent pictures of 
rainbows, others sent pictures of stained glass windows.  
All, so far, have been featured on the Cathedral Facebook page (thank you, Linda).  
If you haven’t sent in your picture you still have time. Just send them to me on Messenger. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Irene celebrates her birthday on 9th May. We are not saying which birthday –  
but clickety click!! 
It is looking very unlikely that we will be back in Sunday School before the end of this term,  
so please stay safe and we will see you when we re-open in September. 
The Sunday morning service is being relayed on the Cathedral Facebook page on Sunday 
morning at 11.00 am. 
We were delighted when the Dean invited Katie and myself to read the lessons on  
Sunday 26th April. 
Keep an eye on this page and see who will be next! 
Irene 

 

       The Ulster Project 
Due to the cancellation of flights we, unfortunately, have been left with no 
alternative but to cancel the Ulster Project 2020. The safety of our teens and 
leaders is paramount. Even during ‘The Troubles’ and ‘9/11’ we never missed  
a year, but this is beyond the control of everyone. 
Malcolm and Irene 
 



DAY READING THEME 

Bible Readings for May 2020 

The Bible readings are from ‘Fresh from the Word—the Bible for a change—2020’ 
produced by The International Bible Reading Association 

Friday 1 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12 Living for God and neighbour 

Saturday 2 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 Grieving in hope 

Sunday 3 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 Disciples of the dawn 

Monday 4 1 Thessalonians 5:12-28 Pastors in practice 

Tuesday 5 2 Thessalonians 1:1-5 Struggle and stamina 

Wednesday 6 2 Thessalonians 1:6-12 Uncomfortable words 

Thursday 7 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 Concern and confidence 

Friday 8 2 Thessalonians 2:13-3:5 Life forces 

Saturday 9 2 Thessalonians 3:6-18 Personal touch 

Sunday 10 Genesis 3:1-13 Walking in the garden 

Monday 11 Genesis 24:1-21 Prayer walking 

Tuesday 12 Numbers 20:14-21 Road closed/no way! 

Wednesday 13 2 Kings 6:8-23 ‘This is not the way’ 

Thursday 14 Exodus 2:5-9 Walking by the river 

Friday 15 1 Kings 18:1-16 ‘Go to the springs’ 

Saturday 16 Proverbs 7:6-18 Mind your step/being led astray 

Sunday 17 Saint Luke 2:41-52 A pilgrimage 

Monday 18 Saint Mark 3:13-19 Hill walking 

Tuesday 19 Saint Luke 9:57-62 Walking with Jesus 

Wednesday 20 Saint Mark 10:46-52 A beggar by the road 

Thursday 21 Saint Luke 8:1-3 Companions on the road 

Friday 22 Saint John 12:12-19 A roadside carnival 

Saturday 23 Saint John 21:20-25 A true follower 

Sunday 24 Acts 3:1-10 What do you see? 

Monday 25 Acts 5:12-16 What do others see? 

Tuesday 26 Acts 8:26-40 A call to discomfort 

Wednesday 27 Acts 9:1-19 A call to radical living 

Thursday 28 Acts 12:6-19 When God does the impossible 

Friday 29 Acts 16:6-15 Is that you, God? 

Saturday 30 1 Corinthians 16:5-12 What’s on your ‘to-do’ list? 

Sunday 31 Acts 2:1-13 Tongues of fire 



 



COVID-19 – A message of encouragement from Mothers’ Union Worldwide President Sheran Harper 
 
My beloved MU Family across the oceans, and from near and far, 
I greet you with the love and courage of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour 
because He is our strength, our hope and our solid rock. 
So much has been happening recently as COVID-19 is declared a pandemic 
and governments are advising that we take the necessary precautions to 
avoid the spread of the virus. There is so much we have to come to terms 
with in such a short time. 
One of our faithful members, Dianne, went to deliver groceries to her 
mum who is self-isolating after recent travel. She was in tears as she 
dropped the groceries at the doorstep and watched her mum through the 
window with no chance of a hug. 
There are so many similar stories including those of people who are ill or afraid, lonely or isolated. 
And in times like these I encourage you to take heart and do not fear because the Lord, your God is 
by your side - an ever present help in times of trouble. 
In the book of Joshua Chapter 1 verse 9 we read, 
I hereby command you: be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord 
your God is with you wherever you go. Amen. 
As members you are bold and brave, full of courage and compassion, and so very loving and just like 
Esther you stand daily on the frontline calling for an end to injustices and advocating for all that 
supports stable families and communities. 
You have been busy in these acts of love but now many of you are being called to be quiet and to 
self-isolate in an effort to prevent the spread of the virus. You will discover there is still so much we 
can do as members because as a movement we are ideally placed to support and act in this time, 
but only within the health advice given by your respective governments. 
Now here are a few practical ideas to start with and there are seven of them: 
1. Pray and intercede for everyone including the health care professionals, the sick, the isolated, the 
bereaved and all those directly involved in finding a cure for this coronavirus. 
2. Pray and spend time listening to God, strengthening your relationship with him, reading his word 
and sharing it with others. 
3. Families Worldwide is an excellent resource to guide your prayers for members across the globe 
and the stories in Families First can open a good conversation. I can assure you that using these two 
resources will give the feeling of love and togetherness. 
4. Our trustees have been using WhatsApp to encourage, support and pray for one another – you 
can use it in the same way and additionally even share a new recipe, prayer requests and messages 
of encouragement. 
5. Facetime and Skype are other options so the family can still feel near to each other … even with 
physical distance. Board games and other activities can keep the children and grandchildren 
occupied too. Even saying hello to neighbours at a particular time each day could bring great 
excitement. 
6. For those who are able to - delivering groceries, medication and running errands within the 
parameters of keeping safe is very useful for those who cannot go out. 
7. Your church may start streaming services and mid-week online prayers. Why not join in? 
 You could even start streaming a Branch Meeting if you’re feeling very adventurous! And that is one 
I would certainly do!  As I close, I leave you with the encouraging words from 2 Corinthians Chapter 
12 reading verse 9 and 10. Such reassuring words. 
But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest 
upon me. For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, 
persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 
Brothers and sisters let us pray together 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
you said to your disciples, 
I am with you always, even to the end of time 
Be with me today Lord, as I offer myself to you. 
Hear my prayers for others and for myself, 
And keep me in your tender loving care always. Amen. 



"Do not let your hearts be troubled", Jesus tells us in Saint John, 
"Trust in God my heavenly Father and in me, His only Son. 
Cast your cares upon my Father, see His loving, smiling face, 
He will take away your worries, such is His amazing grace". 
 

"Tell your Father all your troubles; don't pretend that they're not real, 
Bring to Him your inner secrets, tell HIm how you really feel. 
Place your prayers upon the altar, leave them at the Cross of love 
For your Father up in heaven hears you from His home above". 
 

"Peace, Shalom, is what I offer when your cross is hard to bear, 
It's my way of saying clearly, "O my child, I really care". 
Do not feel alone or worthless, you mean all the world to me, 
Trust in me and in my Father, and our love will set you free". 
 

" 'Though these days through which you're passing will remain for some time yet 
Don't despair about your journey, keep on smiling, do not fret. 
Even though you cannot see me, I am not so far away 
And I'll walk along beside you to protect you every day". 

 

Lockdown 
'Coronavirus is spreading', are the words that we hear. 
It's a message that's frightening and fills us with fear. 
To prevent it from spreading we're told to 'stay home, 

wash your hands often and stay on your own'. 
 

The lockdown is stressful for young and for old, 
but most are adhering to what they've been told. 

We hope that these difficult days will soon end 
and we can again meet with family and friend. 

 

We miss the chance on a Sunday to pray 
in the church that we love, and to be able to say 

our needs and thanksgivings to the One who can hear 
our cry for deliverance and remove all our fear. 

 

We try to be brave in these strange and tense days, 
each one of us copes in his own special ways. 

Some listen to music, some read and some pray, 
while others use 'Facebook' to get through the day. 

 

We've met so much kindness from people in town 
who come to our doors with a smile, not a frown. 
They struggle to walk with their parcels of love. 

There's food in abundance in their 'treasure trove'. 
 

The sound of church bells and the clapping of hands 
have captured the attention of woman and man. 

The children are learning to make a noise too 
as we all say our thanks to the folk dressed in blue. 

 

The virus has caused us all much distress, 
it's not over yet, as I'm sure you have guessed. 

We've weeks, maybe months, still to battle this ill 
before they discover that life-saving pill. 

 

So, let's keep on doing the things we've been told, 
brave and courageous - like warriors of old. 

Let's keep hope alive in all that we say 
and believe in the promise that 'good will triumph one day'. 

 
 

 

By The Very Reverend  
Raymond Stewart 



 Thoughts on Prayer 
We’re journeying through ‘A Week of Prayer’ when we will pause, wait and be still, 

and bring to God our deepest needs for this and every other ill. 
The words have been within our minds for many minutes, hours and days, 

We do not need to stop and think, we know at once what we will say. 
 

It’s good to talk to God in prayer, to know He hears and understands 
our many worries and concerns, as well as secret dreams and plans. 

To bring to God our deepest needs is such a privilege of prayer, 
To have in Him a loving soul who says, “My child, I really care”. 

 
Let us remember what Prayer is – a time to talk with God above, 

to tell Him of our fears and joys, to ask Him for His peace and love. 
But we should not deny Him space to share with us His will and plan 

for every person on this earth, for every woman, child and man. 
 

The prophet Samuel got it right when in response to God’s third call 
he said, “I’m listening Lord, you speak” – now that’s a message for us all. 

The Lord still wants us all to ask for He has blessings large to share, 
In faith and hope make your request and trust in God who answers prayer. 

 
Be conscious, friend, of God’s reply, it might not always be a ‘Yes’, 

It could be ‘No’, or sometimes ‘Wait’, - do not despair for He knows best. 
And if His answer you regret and think that it is quite severe, 

He’ll shield you from the pain and hurt and give you strength to persevere. 
 

We perish if we cease from prayer, it is our link with God above, 
In Him we have a friend for life, Someone who demonstrates His love. 

He walks with us along life’s way, He listens to our joys and cares, 
May you, like me, find Him to be a Friend who hears and answers prayer. 

 
Raymond Stewart 
29th April 2020 



Partners in Prayer 2020 
Bishop Andrew writes ………… 
To pray for each other is a wonderful gift from God. Prayer not only  
empowers the ministry of parishes across our dioceses; it also draws us  
closer together as the family of God. It is always a blessing to know  
that someone is praying for you. 
In commending our diocesan prayer diary can I urge each one of us  
to renew our commitment to prayer during 2020. I am more and  
more convinced that it is only as we pray that we will know the  
blessing of God in our dioceses. 
‘Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness  
be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything,  
but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your  
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.     Philippians 4: 4-7 

 

+ ANDREW DERRY AND RAPHOE 
 

FRIDAY 1st MAY 2020 / SAINT PHILIP AND SAINT JAMES, APOSTLES 

THE WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY 3rd MAY 2020 
THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

The Nippon Sei Ko Kai (The Anglican Communion in Japan) 
The Most Reverend Nathaniel Makoto Uematsu 

Primate of The Nippon Sei Ko Kai and Bishop of Hokkaido. 
The Church of Ireland / The Diocese of Armagh 

The Most Reverend John McDowell, Archbishop of Armagh,  
Primate of All Ireland and Metropolitan. 

The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe. The Right Reverend Andrew Forster. 
The Parish of Ballyscullion (Bellaghy).  

The Reverend Brian Hassan (Non-Stipendiary Ministry) Priest-in-charge. 
 

MISSION FOCUS  -  The Bible Society of Albania 
In 2019, the Bible Society of Albania finished translating the full Bible into Albanian.  
For the first time Christians in Albania will have the complete Bible in a language that they 
fully understand.  Now that they have the translation they are facing the next hurdle:  
printing and launching the Bible. 
Preparations are underway for the translation to be printed and it will also be made available 
for everyone to be used in two Bible apps, the Bibla Shqip and Youversion apps. 
In 2020 the Bible Society of Albania hopes to host a launch event to celebrate the new Bible 
translation. 
 

THE WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY 10th MAY 2020 
THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
The Anglican Church of Kenya 

The Most Reverend Jackson Ole Sapit, Primate and Archbishop of All Kenya. 
The Church of Ireland / The Diocese of Armagh 

The Most Reverend John McDowell, Archbishop of Armagh, 
 Primate of All Ireland and Metropolitan. 

The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe. The Right Reverend Andrew Forster. 
The Parish of Castledawson. The Reverend Colin Welsh, Rector. 

 

MISSION FOCUS  -  Church Mission Society in Democratic Republic of the Congo 
Pray for The Diocese of Bukavu (with Goma), for Bishop Bahati and his team as they lead the 
diocese through these challenging times of political insecurity and the Ebola crisis. 



SUNDAY 10th MAY – SATURDAY 16th MAY 2020  
CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 

 

THURSDAY 14th MAY 2020 – SAINT MATTHIAS 
 

THE WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY 17th MAY 2020 
THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER: ROGATION SUNDAY 

The Anglican Church of Korea 
The Most Reverend Moses Nagjun Yoo,  

Primate of Korea and Bishop of Daejeon. 
The Church of Ireland / The Diocese of Armagh 

The Most Reverend John McDowell, Archbishop of Armagh,  
Primate of All Ireland and Metropolitan. 

The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe. The Right Reverend Andrew Forster. 
The Parishes of Desertmartin and Termoneeny (Knockloughrim) 

The Reverend Mike Dornan, Rector. 
 

THURSDAY 21st MAY 2020 – THE ASCENSION DAY 
 

THE WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY 24th MAY 2020 
THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER: SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION DAY 

Anglican Communion Sunday 
Pray for all members of The Anglican Communion around the world. 
For the Archbishop of Canterbury, The Most Reverend Justin Welby, and all primates  
and bishops. 
For the members of the Anglican Consultative Council. 
For the Secretary General, The Most Reverend Dr Josiah Idowu-Fearon. 
For the staff at the Anglican Communion Office in London and the UN offices in Geneva and 
New York. 

The Church of Ireland / The Diocese of Armagh 
The Most Reverend John McDowell, Archbishop of Armagh,  

Primate of All Ireland and Metropolitan. 
The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe.  

The Right Reverend Andrew Forster and Mrs Heather Forster. 
 

MISSION FOCUS  -  The Leprosy Mission in Nepal 
Pray for the ongoing construction of the 40 bed Trauma Centre at Anandaban, and for the 
safety and security of the workers. Pray that this project will be constructed in time as there 
have been hindrances like flash floods and a shortage of materials and manpower. 

 

THE WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY 31st MAY 2020 
THE DAY OF PENTECOST: WHITSUNDAY 

The Anglican Church of Melanesia 
The Most Reverend Leonard Dawea 

 Archbishop of The Anglican Church of Melanesia and Bishop of Temotu. 
The Church of Ireland / The Diocese of Armagh 

The Most Reverend John McDowell, Archbishop of Armagh,  
Primate of All Ireland and Metropolitan. 

The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe. The Right Reverend Andrew Forster. 
The Parishes of Kilcronaghan (Tobermore) and Ballynascreen (Draperstown) with Sixtowns 

The Reverend Rosie Diffin, Rector. 
 

MISSION FOCUS  -  Church Mission Society Ireland 
Continue to pray for the various initiatives to encourage support for CMSI’s Mission 
Resource Fund.  Ask God to provide resources for the Society according to His will and plans 
for the ongoing work.  



MONDAY 1st JUNE 2020  
 THE VISITATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY (transferred) 

 

THE WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY 7th JUNE 2020 
TRINITY SUNDAY 

La Iglesia Anglicana de Mexico 
The Most Reverend Francisco Moreno 

Presiding Bishop of La Iglesia Anglicana de Mexico and Bishop of Northern Mexico. 
The Church of Ireland 

The Most Reverend John McDowell, Archbishop of Armagh, 
Primate of All Ireland and Metropolitan. 
The Diocese of Clogher. Bishop: Vacant. 

The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe. The Right Reverend Andrew Forster. 
The Parishes of Ardstraw (Newtownstewart), Baronscourt,  

Badoney Lower (Gortin) with Greenan, and Badoney Upper (Plumbridge). 
 The Reverend Ivan Dinsmore, Rector. 

 

MISSION FOCUS  -  The Bible Society in Algeria 
Christians in Algeria are often persecuted and face discrimination. However, because of this 
many people’s curiosity has been sparked. To find out why Christians are treated this way, 
people have been seeking to read the Bible for themselves and many have reached out to the 
Bible Society. 
In response to these enquiries, the Bible Society can provide them with Scriptures of their 
own and answer questions they may have about the Christian faith. Many of those searching 
for answers are immigrants or people from other faiths.  
The Bible Society also works to put people in touch with local churches so that they may find a 
Christian community to connect with. 

 

A Prayer in the Time of the Coronavirus 
Almighty and All-loving God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, we pray to you through Christ the 
Healer for those who suffer from the Coronavirus Covid-19 in Ireland and across the world.  
We pray too for all who reach out to those who mourn the loss of each and every person who 
has died as a result of contracting the disease. 
Give wisdom to policymakers, skill to researchers, comfort to everyone in distress and a sense 
of calm to us all in these days of uncertainty and distress. 
This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord who showed compassion to the outcast, 
acceptance to the rejected and love to those to whom no love was shown. Amen. 
(Archbishop Michael Jackson, Dublin and Glendalough). 
 

A Prayer for Healthcare Workers 
Thank you, our Father, that your love has been the spur which has sent men and women with 
medical training to many places where sickness and disease are endemic. 
Strengthen them when they work long hours with little rest. 
Guide them when they lack equipment and medicines. 
Sustain them when they are tired. 
Encourage them when they are depressed. 
Protect them when they are in danger. 
Augment their skills with your healing power. 
That their loving service may bear witness to the Saviour  
who brings wholeness to a sick world. Amen. 
(Michael Saward). 



Memo to myself 
Dear Elizabeth 
Just to remind you of all the things that have changed 
since lockdown that you might forget. 

 At the start of COVID-19 a home hairdresser started 
her own prayer group by giving out Novenas to 
customers of all denominations – that woman was 
ahead of the game! 

Then there was the G.P. who was trying to reassure a 
person that someone they had contact with didn’t 
have the virus, and he told them that the only way 
she got the virus was if a taxi took it up to her in the 
house. 

 You got a surprise gift from the Sunday School and you 
enjoyed the chocolate. 

 Don’t expect, that, after this is all over, that emails and texts will be answered 
immediately, as they are at present.  

You have all those new words you have to remember; self-isolating, lockdown, flatten the 
curve, fomite, BAME and PPE, super-spreader, not to mention the word beginning with 
‘s’ that means you have to stay in your room- shielding! Don’t forget BOLO- be on the 
lookout and furlough, which I haven’t heard since I was a child when missionaries came 
back from Syria on furlough.  

We are all advised to stay home, stay safe. Stay 2 metres apart from people who are not 
living in your household. Wear gloves when bringing in the bin, clean everything 
continually and wash your hands for 20 seconds, frequently. We learnt what was the 
difference between a household and a family. 

Many more people your age have become ‘silver surfers’ and some even go now to ‘house 
party’ with family; indeed you went last Saturday which involved washing your hair, 
cleaning the room and suitable treats for the hour long party with 8 family members 
joining the party. The conversation included the Crown Bar in Belfast, the comedian 
Frank Carson and the involvement of the Belfast Italian community in these and many 
churches in Belfast. That was after Aubrey had discussed the Italian families in this 
town and those whose roots are firmly in this area. (Learn to spell their names) Not to 
mention the Zoom meetings taking place with upwards of a hundred people attending. 
Remember the university students who were able to attend lectures from their bed- 
now that needs to be evaluated when this is over.  What a savings for parents that 
would be! A level and GCSE exams were cancelled this year and teachers will do an 
assessment. Last time I remember teachers doing an assessment was in the late 1970’s  
and that only happened once, I believe the teachers found it too much of a 
responsibility and so the 11+ continued. 

Factories reopened to make scrubs for health workers. A F1 team (Mercedes) joins forces 
with University College London and within 100 hours produces a breathing aid. James 
Dyson designed and is now producing ventilators in under 10 days. Conference centres 
turned into Nightingale hospitals with space for 4k beds in 2 weeks- incredible! Deaths 
at 27 April in UK are over 21K and it is much higher than that. World death figures 
211,431 with infected cases 3,061,970 

The NHS asked for 250K volunteers and got a million! People come to their doors at 8pm 
on a Thursday to give NHS workers a clap in appreciation of their work 

The most amazing fact you need to remember is how the environment healed itself; 
pollution has cleared over cities, the canals in Venice are clear and swans have 
returned. The river Ganges is 500 % cleaner than 21 days ago.   continued overleaf …... 



Churches are closed and the Archbishop of Canterbury celebrated Holy Communion from 
his kitchen. Church is happening in a different way. 

It has been six and a half weeks since you were free and I notice how old you have got and 
how your clothes have shrunk- at least I think they have shrunk! I expect that when we are 
released we will meet people and the conversation will go like this-  

Says she to me, 
Is that you? 
Says I, who? 

 Says she, you 
Says I, no 

Well, says she, 
It’s very like you 

Need to get someone to go to the shop for me for hand lotions for my sore hands, maybe 
restock the toilet paper cupboard now that nonsense has passed. Yet, so much to be thankful 
for! Must make a list of the lessons I have learned. 

Congratulations 
To  
Lucy 
McGonigle  
and  
Gary 
McMackin  
on the birth 
of their son, 
Daniel Conor, 
on Tuesday 
21st April.  

 A brother for Lily and James. 

Congratulations 
To James and 

Lauren Devlin, 
Antrim, on the 
birth of a son.  
A grandson for 

Victor and Eileen 
Montgomery  

and a  
great grandson  

for  
Aimiee Moore  

Ebrington Primary School 
have taken part in  

School Choir of the Year  
& Britain’s Got Talent 

2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 

this includes our very own 
boy choristers 
Elliot & Clark  
McClintock 

Emma Bell 
Ryan Hewitt 
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BISHOPS' APPEAL SUPPORTS GLOBAL EMERGENCY RESPONSES TO PANDEMIC 
In the light of the global Covid-19 pandemic, Bishops’ Appeal – the Church of Ireland’s World 
Aid and Development Programme – is releasing a total of €50,000 to five key-partner mission 
and development agencies to support their efforts among the world’s most vulnerable 
people. 
The five agencies are Christian Aid, Tearfund Ireland, CMS Ireland, USPG, and Motivation.  
The emergency responses include distributing essential supplies such as food, soap, medicine 
and information to people whose markets have shut down and who have no access to 
supplies, people who live in informal settlements and in refugee camps, and people who are 
living with a disability. 
The Right Reverend Patrick Rooke, Chair of Bishops’ Appeal, said: ‘Aware of the financial 
pressures parishes are currently experiencing, the Church of Ireland is not launching its own 
major appeal but asking dioceses, parishes and individuals to give what they can to the 
appeals launched by our partner agencies, with Bishops’ Appeal acting as a conduit. In the 
midst of our own sufferings and fears at this time, it is vital that we remember those in 
countries with fewer resources and expertise.’ 
Further donations can be sent to Bishops’ Appeal through its website 
www.bishopsappeal.ireland.anglican.org/give<http://
www.bishopsappeal.ireland.anglican.org/give. 
Photo by Christian Aid 

http://www.bishopsappeal.ireland.anglican.org/give?fbclid=IwAR1pY61POvUpUsshX-92aXiu8KkHLKKcMJ1Km0T1VIr9aCrcKRm-YsWNkt8
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bishopsappeal.ireland.anglican.org%2Fgive%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3LSzaBwVR3kPFWB0PjdoH10So49vnA-ryKRz8PHiDJVY2GpQhLoreL3PE&h=AT2ZtXlB-h7QIdY_ue7epAcG6jBTpxba9YU8KPR1IS20ia3R_pf5tCV3vzwkc_QAXmQC6mpdaoxKGSPYubU1l_D7OsGlbS
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bishopsappeal.ireland.anglican.org%2Fgive%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3LSzaBwVR3kPFWB0PjdoH10So49vnA-ryKRz8PHiDJVY2GpQhLoreL3PE&h=AT2ZtXlB-h7QIdY_ue7epAcG6jBTpxba9YU8KPR1IS20ia3R_pf5tCV3vzwkc_QAXmQC6mpdaoxKGSPYubU1l_D7OsGlbS


Clarke 
We remember Billy Smyth and the family – Michael, Shelly, Raymond and Jonathan – and all 
of the relatives of Audrey Elizabeth Clarke (nee Morrison), Dunvale, Ballymena who died, 
peacefully, at her home on Saturday 28th March 2020. 
Audrey was a niece of Mrs Elizabeth Fielding, Knockwellan Park, Londonderry to whom, and 
to whose husband Aubrey and their family, we also express our sympathy. 
 

Young 
We remember the family – Elaine and her husband Malcolm Kindred (Australia) and Derek 
and his wife Louisa – and all of the relatives of Hazel Rebecca Young, Dunhugh Park, 
Londonderry who died, peacefully, at Woodmount Nursing Home, Melmount Road, Strabane 
on Friday 3rd April 2020. 
We, also, remember Hazel’s grandchildren – Edward, Harry, Charlotte, Kelly and Ryan. 
Due to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic it was not possible to conduct a Funeral 
Service. 
A Service of Committal was conducted at Altnagelvin Cemetery on Saturday 4th April by the 
Rector of The Parish of Glendermott and NewBuildings, The Reverend Robert Boyd. 
(The Dean and Canon John Merrick are most grateful to The Reverend Robert Boyd for 
helping out at a most difficult time).  On a date to be arranged a Service of Thanksgiving will 
be held to remember Hazel and to thank God for her. 
 

Nicholas 
We remember Ray Nicholas and his family and all of the relatives of Oonagh Nicholas  
(nee Boal) who died in London on Friday 10th April 2020. 
We, also, remember Oonagh’s sisters Maureen Boal and Deirdre Eakin, the family of her 
sister Kathleen Way (deceased) and the family of her brother Desmond (deceased). 
 

Wilson 
We remember the family – Paul and his wife Gillian, Robert and his wife Marie and their 
families (Kelly, Thomas, Lauren, Sophie and Martin) – and all of the relatives of  
James Dowds (Jim) Wilson, Richburn Gardens, Londonderry who died, peacefully,  
at Foyle Hospice, Londonderry on Friday 17th April 2020. 
Jim’s wife Eileen who died on Sunday 16th June 2019 was a sister of Maisie Haslett, Rossbay, 
Londonderry to whom, and to whose family, we also express our sympathy. 
 

Heaney 
We remember the family – Linda, Darryl, Julie, Tara, Andrew and Clare - and all of the 
relatives of  Anne Veronica Wilson Heaney M.B.E. who died, peacefully, at Foyle Hospice, 
Londonderry on Sunday 19th April 2020. 
Anne was a sister of Mrs Thelma Mehaffey, Clearwater, Londonderry to whom, and to whose 
family Wendy and Tim, we also express our sympathy. 
 

Roulston 
We remember Lex Roulston and his family and all of the relatives of Eileen Roulston  
(nee Bigger) who died in Florida, America on Monday 20th April 2020. 
Eileen was a sister of David Bigger, Durham Park, Londonderry to whom, and to whose wife 
Gladys and their family, we also express our sympathy. 
 

Bell 
We remember the family – David, Lorraine and Stephanie – of George Victor Bell B.E.M.  
Brooklyn Park, Eglinton who died, peacefully, at Altnagelvin Hospital on  
Wednesday 22nd April 2020. 
George was the father of David and the father-in-law of Carol Bell, Hayfield Park, 
Newbuildings, Londonderry to whom, and to whose family, we also express our sympathy. 



                     £ 
Donations 
In Memory of Ken Wilson 
From Stewart and Andrena Ramsey           25.00 
 
In Memory of Ken Wilson ‘At Rest’ 
From Miss Mandy Bradley             25.00 
 
In memory of the late Kenneth Wilson 
From his ex-colleagues Ann, Beth and Muriel,  
Electricity Department, Strand Road           30.00 
 
In lieu of Church collections 
From Mrs Mary Robinson           100.00 
 
In memory of Mrs Oonagh Nicholas 
From Miss Muriel Hamilton             20.00 
From Mrs Aimiee Moore              20.00 
 
In memory of my father and mother, Robert and Caroline Dickson 
From Mrs Georgina Dunseith           200.00 
 
 

Parish Register 
 

 
 

Burial 
“T he Lord is my Shepherd.” 

Saturday 4th April 2020  Hazel Rebecca Young, Dunhugh Park, Londonderry 
      Altnagelvin Cemetery, Londonderry 



SUNDAY SERVICES:     8.00 am   Holy Communion 
     11.00 am   (1st & 3rd Sunday of the month)  Choral Eucharist
         (2nd & 4th Sunday of the month)  Choral Matins 
         4.00 pm  Choral Evensong  
4th SUNDAY:   10.00 am  Family Service 
EACH TUESDAY:  10.30 am  Holy Communion 

Organist & Master of the Choristers 
Dr Derek Collins 

Assistant Organist 
Nicky Morton 

 

Rector’s Churchwarden  
Mr Ian Bartlett  

(email: ian.bartlett@btinternet.com) 
 

People’s Churchwarden 
Miss Muriel Hamilton  

 

Hon Treasurer  
Mrs Joanne Armstrong 

email: joanne@stcolumbs.net 
 

Assistant Treasurers 
Mr Alan Thompson 12 Torrens Avenue   

(email: alan@stcolumbs.net) 
Miss Maureen M E Boal 46 Limavady Road 

(All Donations/Thankofferings) 
 

Hon Secretary 
Mrs Ray Mace Tel: 028 7134 4236  

Parish Administrator  
Robert McGonigle BEM Deanery Mews  

Tuesday 1pm-6pm 
Thursday 1pm-6pm 

Friday 9am-1pm 
Tel: 028 7137 1633/ 07794666754  

Email: robert@stcolumbs.net 
 

Parish Secretary/Webmaster 
Mrs Linda McGonigle Deanery Mews 

Tuesday & Thursday 1pm-6pm 
Tel: 028 7137 1633 

email: linda@stcolumbs.net  
 

Safeguarding Trust Panel Members 
The Very Reverend Raymond Stewart 
Mrs Elizabeth Fielding; Mr Ian Bartlett  

 
Tourist Guides 

Daphne Gallick;  Billy Begley;  Ian Bartlett 
Tour bookings: (028) 7126 7313     

 Email: stcolumbs@ic24.net  

Saint Columb’s Cathedral Tel: (028) 7126 7313 
Web Site: www.stcolumbscathedral.org  

 
 

Pastoral Assistant: The Reverend Canon John Merrick B.A. H.Dip. Ed. D.A.S.E. 
Tel: (028) 7126 7313 

JUNE Magazine 
Please submit your contribution/s to linda@stcolumbs.net 

before 31 MAY 2020 
The Publication will be available from SUNDAY 7 JUNE 2020 


