The Dean
writes

Dear Parishioners
and Friends
th

Harvest Sunday (4 October) 2020 will look very different
from the Harvest Sundays of previous years.
Harvest decorations will not be displayed, congregational
hymn-singing will not be permitted and there will not be a guest preacher. We can, however,
– and will – come to church as thankful people who worship a loving and generous God.
The Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic has restricted so many aspects of our lives but,
I believe, that it has also reminded us that our God is a great big God. His love, generosity
and compassion know no limits. He comes to rescue us and to supply all our needs.
Words such as thanksgiving and remembrance are often mentioned at a Funeral Service
when a loved member of a family, parish and community is remembered and when we thank
God for everything that was good and true in his/her life. Those words, thanksgiving and
remembrance, are also appropriate words to use in the context of our thinking about
Harvest.
I know that the restrictions of the past months have caused great distress to many individuals
and families and that many people have struggled financially, but I do not believe that anyone
has died from hunger.
Food banks have made life easier for many people. In past years the Cathedral Parish has
supported local food banks and I am delighted to say that it is our intention – with your help
and support – to continue this form of caring and outreach again this year. Non-perishable
goods can be brought to the Cathedral on Sunday 4th October – or if you prefer a financial
contribution can be made.
It is so important that as we thank we should also remember. Remember not only God’s love
and care for us but also our duty to remember and to care for our brothers and sisters –
those who live close to us in this City and community.
Our duty as citizens of this world should also motivate us to love, care for and support those
who live outside of this catchment area, in parts of the world that we have never visited and
whose names we find it difficult to pronounce! This is the time of the year when the Church
in these dioceses encourages us to support The Church of Ireland Bishops’ Appeal for
World Aid and Development. It is the time of the year when the Bishops’ Appeal envelopes
are distributed with the magazine. This year, however, envelopes are not available at this
time. If you would like to make a donation, please put your contribution in an ordinary
envelope, mark it THE BISHOPS’ APPEAL and give it to one of the churchwardens.
Your contribution will be noted with grateful thanks.
You will be able to read the Bishops’ Appeal Harvest Newsletter on the Cathedral Facebook
page. The information contained in this Newsletter shows that your financial contribution to
The Bishops’ Appeal – and the financial contributions of many other people – has made a
difference and helped to give needy people a better quality of life.
As we celebrate the harvest this year in a different way thanksgiving and remembrance can
still be very real and important aspects of our thinking and celebration. Pause and spend a
few moments reflecting on how good God has been to you; how He has carried you through
the uncertainties of the past months and of how He has spoken to you through the support,
kindness and practical help offered by other people – your family, your friends and, even,
strangers.
As you reflect and celebrate the goodness of God towards you, please make the decision to
be His hands and feet in today’s world and to support the people at home and abroad who
need His presence in their lives.
I love these words written by Saint Teresa of Avila.
Christ has no other hands but your hands to do his work today;
no other feet but your feet to guide folk on his way;
no other lips but your lips to tell them why he died;
no other love but your love to win them to his side.
Lovely words, yes – but also very challenging!
………….

The Reopening of Church Buildings
for Public Worship
Saint Cathedral re-opened on Sunday 26th July for 11am morning Service and this will
continue for the foreseeable future. Instead of holding three services on Sunday, only one
service at 11.00 am will be held. Holy Communion is now able to be celebrated and this has
taken place twice over the past few weeks. Thanks to the introduction of a special cleaning
solution certified to kill Coronavirus for up to 72 hours, we are now also able to conduct
funeral services in the Cathedral. Any further changes will be posted on the Cathedral
Facebook site and website. This, of course, is a temporary measure and the three services will
be re-instated at some time in the future.
What are some of the changes that you will notice when you return to church?
As the pews being used do not have runners, you may find them slightly uncomfortable.
Please feel free to bring your own cushion if you wish—but don’t forget to take it home
again!
A hand sanitiser will be positioned in the porch – and must be used.
Tissues will be provided but parishioners may bring their own.
Please bring a disposable face covering with you and It is advised that this should be worn at
all times during the service.
A prayer book and a service sheet will be placed in the pew in which you are sitting.
Please leave the prayer book in the pew at the end of the service.
Please write your name and contact number on the service sheet and leave it in the porch.
Congregational singing will not be permitted.
Until we become accustomed to the new situation, the service will be Morning Prayer
(Order One) and it will end by 11.45 am.
When you arrive in church, a churchwarden / steward will show you to a pew.
The pews will be filled from front to back, observing social distancing (2 metres).
At the end of the service parishioners who are sitting at the back of the Cathedral will leave
first.
Please co-operate with the guidance and instructions of the churchwardens / stewards.
Due to social distancing regulations, the Cathedral can only accommodate 100 people (max).
When you arrive and when you leave church we, respectfully, request that you do not stand
and chat to your friends and neighbours. We understand that we have been accustomed to
greeting each other – especially when we are leaving the Cathedral. This is, however, not
permitted. You must keep on moving as quickly as possible, observing social distancing
(2 metres).
Please note that all toilets will remain closed until further notice.
NB – If you, or a member of your household, is experiencing symptoms of COVID-19
we, respectfully, request that you DO NOT attend church.
If you feel unwell we, respectfully, request that you DO NOT attend church until permitted
to do so.
Please be patient, understanding and co-operative as we all come to terms with these new
regulations.
And please remember that COVID-19 has not gone away. It is still at large, so we all need to
continue to BE CAREFUL. These new regulations will be with us for quite some time to come.

Cathedral Cleaning/Stewarding
Volunteers
Our sincere thanks would go to our group of volunteers
who have helped to clean the church prior to services since
reopening or assisted the Churchwardens, Ian and Muriel,
by stewarding, some have even done both!
In these particularly challenging times, both duties have
been crucial in ensuring the Cathedral has continued to
open for an 11am service every Sunday since 26th July.
The team of volunteers is as follows
Ian Bartlett | Muriel Hamilton | Charlie Ferguson |
Ray Mace | Pauline Doherty | William Lynn |
Simon & Ben McGonigle | Sandra Agoha | Graham Hunter
Werner Scheel | Gerry Gallick | Sandra & Ted Malcor |
Malcolm & Irene Hewitt | Raymond Nesbitt |
Reverend Mervyn & Diane Peoples | Maurice Brown |
Jacqui Armstrong | James Sarsteiner
Having operated this system for the last 9 weeks it is now
agreed we need at least four people for the clean down on
Wednesday mornings and one additional steward for
Sundays to assist the Churchwardens. Should there be an
additional service there may be the need for an extra clean
or change of day!
We would really like to add to this list as it would help to
ease the workload and should you feel you would like to
join the team, either to clean or steward, or both, please
contact me by mobile or email, see below.
Robert McGonigle
Parish Administrator
Mobile: 07794 666754
Email: robert@stcolumbs.net

By the middle of March, when we were all reeling from
‘lockdown’ I recalled a conservation I had with one of the
choirboys who asked me at the beginning of Lent about the
‘Jars of Change’ that were being distributed. I had told him that
the last time we collected for Wateraid we had raised £!,000
from the jars. He was very impressed. Given the situation in
March, I thought if we got £200 we would be doing well.
At the minute we have raised £674 which is fantastic. Should anyone still have a ‘Jar of
Change’ at home it would be great to include it and send a final donation at the beginning of
October. You can leave the jar in church or with Elizabeth Fielding. Thank you all so much.

We have 25 families with 42 pupils split into 5 classes. Along with
4 teachers we have 4 past confirmation candidates who are now
helpers and a rota of parents who are willing to support if
required.
17 of the children are 7 years old or under. 17 of the pupils have
over 80% attendance.
Our teachers follow the Safeguarding Trust Policy and we thank
Elizabeth Fielding and Ian Bartlett for all of the relevant training.
We have an average attendance of 30 pupils on a Sunday.
This term we welcome new pupils Harry, Thomas and Isaac.
This term we celebrated Gail Ferguson’s teaching record of 30 years. A big milestone.
Well Done!
Sunday School Prizegiving was conducted in the Cathedral during the Family Service on
Sunday 6th September.
THE ELLA MOLLOY PRIZE
1
THE BETTY McCORKELL PRIZE
1
THE PAM MITCHELL PRIZE
1
THE ETHEL GALLAGHER PRIZE
THE ALEX MOLLOY PRIZE
THE WILLIAM DOUGHERTY
BROTHERS MEMORIAL PRIZE
THE NORMA GLENN AWARD
THE TRAFFORD McINTOSH PRIZE
THE SUPERINTENDENT’S PRIZE
THE TEACHERS’ PRIZE
THE JUNIOR SHIELD
THE WILLIAM GALLAGHER SENIOR AWARD
THE JEAN STANNETT MEMORIAL AWARD

Harry Duddy
Alesha Hamilton
Robbie Hamilton
Ewan Copestake
Emma Bell

2 Mark Hewitt
2 Ryan Hewitt
2 Jack Duddy

Mya Hamilton
Emily Fielding
Scott Burns
Molly Bell
Gail Ferguson
Sean Graydon
Jake Hewitt
Ava Copestake

Following on from the special awards we have developed a home task that will be awarded
points.
Our first lesson was Moses parting the sea and leaving Egypt. The task was to make a maze
with bricks and straw showing the path we take. We have had some amazing models.
Well done to each and every one of you.
Diary Dates
Sunday 4th October –
Sunday 11th October –
Sunday 18th October –
Sunday 25th October –
Sunday 1st November –

Harvest Sunday – The Service of Holy Communion (Order Two)
Sunday School meets in Cathedral House
Sunday School meets in Cathedral House
HALF TERM BREAK
HALF TERM BREAK

Due to social distancing we depend on photos being sent in, so thank you for these.
They give a good insight into the life of the Sunday School.
Irene and the teachers.

The Cathedral Magazine
Notes / Articles for the November issue of the Cathedral magazine
th
are due by Sunday 18 October 2020.

Musical Life after Covid-19?
It seems that the Musical Life of the Cathedral is on pause –
permanent pause? Many people have asked, “when can we get
back to normal”? and truthfully no one really knows. Will there
ever be normal? The issue of what we do in the meantime has
been concerning not just me, but others in charge of music in
Saint Anne’s and Saint George’s Belfast, Saint Patrick’s Dublin
and Saint Patrick’s Armagh. We have had a very helpful sharing
aster
of ideas on what might be the way forward in each of our
situations. In practice there is no clear route to normal.
There is a vast range of views, suggestions and
recommendations from statutory, medical and musical organisations, here and on the UK
mainland, and in the Republic of Ireland, on what might, could, should and must be done
moving forward. My sense is that in each of our churches and cathedrals, we will do what we
can for now in good faith to make sure that there is some music left when we do come back
to normal.

M

In Saint Columb’s we have, for now, identified as many examples of practical precautions and
good practice as we can, to allow the boys to rehearse again in as safe an environment as
possible, and I am delighted that the boys and parents have agreed to and support our return
to rehearsals on Thursdays and Fridays in the Music Room. It is so important to maintain this
routine. Even without Covid-19 the usual cycle of challenges remains. While recruitment
may be on hold, time waits for no man, and since March the voices have changed for four of
our most senior choristers: Lukas, Leo, Mark and Luke. It was always going to be tough to
lose the contribution of these four senior boys (more anon) but we are immensely grateful for
their singing over the years and I am delighted that they intend to join the ranks of the
Gentlemen of the Choir, and have agreed weekly vocal rehearsals with Nicky and I to help
with this transition.
We are very grateful to those who have helped with music online over lockdown and during
the summer: to Joanna, Dara and Leo, and also to Ben McGonigle and Elliot and Clark. Nicky
and I have been alternating services recently and as term resumes are glad to get back to
rehearsals and to organ playing; I am as always grateful for Nicky’s support.
It may well be some time, and perhaps some considerable time, before we can fully resume
what was our normal musical life in Saint Columb’s. In the meantime organ music continues
and we will have singing as far as we can, but also be assured that we are working hard
behind the scenes to preserve the musical tradition of Saint Columb’s and do appreciate the
patience and support of all the clergy, congregation and singers who so miss this aspect of
Cathedral life.
Thank you
Derek Collins.

I hope you are all still keeping well and have managed to
make the most of the beautiful weather over the last few
days. It certainly helps to lift the spirits in these strange
times.
You will also find comforting prayers and reflections in this
month’s newsletter on the website derry.mothersunion.ie and reminders of the activities we
can all still take part in.
This year’s Festival Service on Wednesday 30th September will be in Saint Columba’s Parish
Church, Omagh but will ONLY be open to members of the Diocesan Committee who will be
commissioned at the service. The service will be streamed live on Saint Columba’s Parish
Church Facebook page at 8pm so those of you who have access to facebook can join in.
Derry and Raphoe Diocese was very well represented among the highly commended and
commended entries of the poetry competition; what a talented lot we are! Congratulations to
you all. Details of all the winners are on the All Ireland website mothersunion.ie where you
can read the very worthy two top entries.
We continue to remember in our prayers Linda Hughes and family, the family of the late
Roy Adams and all those known to us in special need at this time.
Look after yourselves. Margaret, Irene and Pauline
BREAKING NEWS!! The Mothers’ Union Festival Service has been CANCELLED

The Widows’ Friendship Group
Hello ladies, this is just to let you know I have not forgotten about you all!
I hope you were able to make the most of the lovely weather over the last
few days.
Unfortunately it doesn’t look as though we are going to be able to meet up
again for a while but if things improve enough in the New Year Alison has
very kindly suggested we might like to meet at her house for tea and a chat
which would be very nice.
In the meantime we just have to keep on keeping on which is what you are all so good at.
We remember Joan, who is in Rush Hall Nursing Home recovering from a nasty fall, and her
family at a stressful time. Hope the rest of you are keeping well. Margaret

COVID POEM
Irene Hewitt, Branch Leader Templemore Mothers’ Union
Hello dear Friend...how are you? Oh! I miss your friendly face,
The days are long and tedious ..though I love my little place.
I long for Cafe latte that they serve with cream on top,
And cakes and buns delicious... bought at the corner shop.
They tell me that it's vital that my family stay away
It's for my own protection....that's what 'the experts' say.
My home is spick and span now, but no one ever visits,
Our Mothers’ Union put on hold...I truly...deeply ...miss it!
My hair has changed its colour, I'm piebald at the root,
I took the scissors to it… the pixie cut I suit!
My garden is immaculate, there's not a weed in sight,
The first time in my lifetime...it's an absolute delight!
I even got the paint brush out and spruced up the hall,
It doesn't bear close scrutiny....the ceiling was too tall!
Who would have thought a tiny thing....unseen by human eye,
Could wreak such terrible havoc and cause the world to sigh.
So many lives lie broken.....and families torn apart,
Where is the silver lining. with so many broken hearts.
Things will return to normal...but a new world we will find.
And all this mess and mayhem.. we can blame it on mankind.

The Service of the Installation of Canons

The Service of the Installation of The Reverend Samuel Robert Thomas Boyd, the Rector of
The Parish of Glendermott and Newbuildings, Londonderry and of The Reverend Katharine
Mary (Katie) McAteer, the Pastoral Director of The Grouped Parishes of Christ Church,
Londonderry, Culmore, Muff and Saint Peter, Londonderry will be held in Saint Columb’s
Cathedral, Londonderry on Wednesday 7th October 2020 at 7.30 pm.
The Preacher will be The Right Reverend Andrew Forster.
Please note that attendance at this service is by invitation only in order to comply with the
Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic government guidelines.

The Reverend Canon Patrick Whitworth

The Reverend Canon Patrick Whitworth is a direct descendent of the Earl Bishop,
The Right Reverend Frederick Augustus Hervey. Patrick’s grandmother, Alice Hervey,
was the great great granddaughter of the Earl Bishop.
Patrick will be visiting Londonderry in October and he will participate in the service in
Saint Columb’s Cathedral on Sunday 11th October.
Patrick, who is also an author, is retired, having served in various parishes in The Church of
England, most recently in Bath.

On The Move

We send our congratulations and very best wishes to The Reverend Rhys Jones
(and his wife Samantha), the Curate-assistant of The Parish of Clooney
who has been appointed the Rector of The Parishes of Balteagh,
Carrick, Aghanloo and Tamlaghtard. We wish Rhys God’s richest
blessing in his ministry.
We send our good wishes to The Reverend Mike Dornan (and his wife
Gill), the Rector of The Parishes of Desertmartin and Termoneeny
(Knockloughrim) as he retires from the Stipendiary Ministry of
The Church of Ireland and prepares to move to live in Crete.
Congratulations and very best wishes to Claire Henderson,
a member of The Parish of Drumragh (Omagh) with Mountfield who
was made a deacon at a Service in Saint Eunan’s Cathedral, Raphoe on
Sunday 6th September.
The Reverend Claire Henderson will serve as a deacon-intern in
The Parishes of Raphoe, Raymochy and Clonleigh.
We welcome to The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe
The Reverend Iain McAleavey who was ordained a priest in
Glendermott Parish Church on Sunday 13th September and who will
serve as Curate-assistant in The Parish of Glendermott and Newbuildings.

The Ulster Project

The Reverend Canon Albert Thomas (Kerry) Waterstone, Lynally, Tullamore,
County Offaly, founder of The Ulster Project, died on Monday 31st August
at the age of 97 years.
Thanks to Kerry’s vision over 15,000 teenagers and leaders have benefitted
from The Ulster Project. Kerry is survived by his wife Edie and their children
– Vici, John, Aidan and Mark and their families.
We offer our prayers for them as we remember Kerry with love and
affection.
Kerry’s funeral service was conducted by the Bishop of Meath and Kildare,
The Most Reverend Pat Storey, whose son Luke was an Ulster Project teen.
COVID-19 permitting we hope to resume in 2021 with both of our host sites, Greenville and
Tennessee, planning to host.
Malcolm
Ulster Project Derry/Londonderry

The General Vestry

The meeting of the General Vestry of The Parish of Templemore (Saint Columb’s Cathedral)
was held in Saint Columb’s Cathedral on Wednesday 9th September 2020 at 7.00 pm.
The following appointments were made.
Rector’s Churchwarden:
Mr Ian Bartlett
People’s Churchwarden:
Miss Muriel Hamilton
Rector’s Glebewarden:
Mr Charlie Ferguson
People’s Glebewarden:
Mr William Lynn
Rector’s Supplemental Glebewarden: Mr Brian Doherty
People’s Supplemental Glebewarden: Mr Gerry Gallick
Members of the Select Vestry
Mr Ian Bartlett, Miss Muriel Hamilton, Mr Charlie Ferguson, Mr William Lynn,
Miss Maureen Boal, Mrs June Fields, Mrs Daphne Gallick, Mr Maurice Brown,
Mr Robert McGonigle, Mrs Joanne Armstrong, Mrs Irene Hewitt, Mr Werner Scheel,
Mrs Elizabeth Mills, Mrs Ray Mace, Mr Morris Forbes and Mr Graham Hunter.
Honorary Secretary:
Mrs Ray Mace
Honorary Treasurer:
Mrs Joanne Armstrong
Assistant Treasurers:
Mr Alan Thompson, Miss Muriel Hamilton
We welcome Werner Scheel and Graham Hunter as new members of the Select Vestry
and we thank Pauline Doherty and Gordon McSparron, who did not seek re-election,
for the service that they have given to the parish as members of the Select Vestry over the
past years. We thank the Parochial Nominators and Supplemental Parochial Nominators who
have served for the past three years. We welcome those who have been elected and hope
that their services will not be required during the next three years!
We, also, thank the Diocesan Synodpersons and Supplemental Diocesan Synodspersons for
their service during the past three years and we welcome those who have been elected.
Parochial Nominators (2020- 2023)
Mr William Lynn, Mr Ian Bartlett, Mr Robert McGonigle, Mrs Elizabeth Mills
Supplemental Parochial Nominators (2020-2023)
Mrs Daphne Gallick, Mr Morris Forbes, Mrs Irene Hewitt, Miss Muriel Hamilton
Diocesan Synodpersons (2020-2023)
Mrs Elizabeth Fielding, Miss Muriel Hamilton, Miss Maureen Boal, Ms Jacqui Armstrong
Supplemental Diocesan Synodpersons (2020-2023)
Mr Alan Thompson, Mrs Irene Hewitt, Mr Maurice Brown, Mr Graham Hunter
Sub-Committees - Schools Committee
Dean Raymond Stewart, Mr Robert McGonigle, Mr Charlie Ferguson, Mrs Daphne Gallick,
Mr William Lynn
Security Committee
Dean Raymond Stewart, Mr Ian Bartlett, Mr Charlie Ferguson, Mrs Daphne Gallick,
Mr William Lynn
Select Vestry Representative on The Friends’ Committee
Mrs Daphne Gallick
Select Vestry Representatives on The Choir Association Committee
Mrs June Fields, Mrs Elizabeth Mills, Mr Morris Forbes

Meeting of the Select Vestry

A meeting of the Select Vestry will be held in Cathedral House, No. 1, Saint Columb’s Court
on Tuesday 6th October 2020 at 7.30 pm.

Thank You

On behalf of the Treasurer, Mrs Joanne Armstrong, and of the members of the Select Vestry
I would like to say a big THANK YOU to those parishioners who have made a financial
contribution towards the cost of purchasing hand sanitiser, gloves, face coverings and
cleaning materials for use in the Cathedral.

Saint Columb’s Cathedral, Londonderry

The Meeting of the General Vestry - Wednesday 9th September 2020
THE RECTOR’S ADDRESS
th

Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II, in a speech on the 40 anniversary of her succession to the
throne in 1992, described that year as ‘annus horribilis’. For her personally it was an horrible
year that saw the breakdown of the marriage of her two sons, Charles and Andrew, and of the
fire that destroyed so much of Windsor Castle.
For some the year 2020 might well be described in similar words, but to put it more mildly
we can all agree that to date the year 2020 has been ‘different’.
Churches were closed for services of worship. Meetings with family members and friends
were curtailed. Eating out and socialising in restaurants and bars was prohibited.
Venues of entertainment were out of bounds. Visiting relatives in hospitals and nursing
homes was reduced.
Attendance at services of committal in churchyards was restricted to close family members.
The family home became for some – especially for those who were more vulnerable –
a place of safety, but for others it was more like a prison.
And yet there have been many stories of great kindness and generosity in the midst of this
pandemic. Neighbours have rallied round and provided the necessary wherewithal for
survival. The daily telephone calls have been a real lifeline for those who live alone.
We can look back over the past six months and feel a sense of despair or we can look back
and thank God for the things that we have discovered – and in many cases re-discovered. As a
parish family we can thank God that while there have been cases of sickness and even deaths,
no-one – as far as I am aware – succumbed to the deadly and life-threatening virus COVID-19.
As our church services and some of our parish activities resume we realise that there is now
‘a new normal’ and this will define what we do and how we do things in the coming weeks
and months.
To paraphrase some words of Scripture, ‘The old order of things has passed away and a new
order has emerged’.
We are unfortunately unable, like Mystic Meg the fortune teller, to predict what the future
holds. We can only hope and pray that sickness, suffering, deaths and any further restrictions
will not have too serious an impact on our lives and on the life of our community and nation.
We may be unable to look into the future, but we can look to the past and recall some of the
people and events that made the parish and diocesan news in 2019.
2019 marked the retirement of The Right Reverend Ken Good and the election of
The Venerable Andrew Forster as his successor. Having his seat in Saint Columb’s Cathedral,
the Bishop is a welcome visitor to the Cathedral for parish, diocesan and civic services and,
also, occasionally just to be a member of the congregation at quieter times. In thanking
Bishop Ken, again, for his leadership and friendship we welcome Bishop Andrew and look
forward to his leadership and friendship in the days and years to come.
2019 marked the 65th anniversary of the ordination of The Right Reverend James Mehaffey
and we were honoured that he and his wife Thelma chose Saint Columb’s Cathedral as the
venue for a Service of Holy Communion on Wednesday 1st May. They were joined by close
friends and clerical colleagues and enjoyed light refreshments in the Chapter House after
the service.
In my address next year I will refer to the death of Bishop James on Monday 6th January of
this year. At this time, we simply say that we were once again honoured and privileged to
have played a part in his funeral service and we continue to give thanks to God for Bishop
James’ long life and faithful service.
Bishops have played a large part in the life of the Cathedral during 2019.
From 16th to 18th May the General Synod of The Church of Ireland met for the first time in this
City. The Service to mark the Opening of the Synod was held here in the Cathedral and we
were honoured to host the service in the presence of almost every member of The House of
Bishops and of many members of the clergy and laity of The Church of Ireland.

The preparations for the service, for which I sincerely thank the staff of the Cathedral, were
stressful and daunting at times but on the day the service passed off reverently and
showcased the Church of Ireland at its best.
Looking back in the parish magazines, I notice that two female members of the Cathedral
parish were honoured by royalty.
Elizabeth Fielding was awarded the BEM in the Queen’s New Year Honours List for services
to the Foyle Child Contact Centre and she, with her husband Aubrey, received her award
at a ceremony in Hillsborough Castle.
Maisie Haslett was honoured for her Christian service to the Church and Community by being
invited to receive Maundy Money from Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II, at a ceremony in
Saint George’s Chapel, Windsor on Maundy Thursday, 18th April. Maisie was accompanied by
her daughter Moyra to what was a wonderful occasion for both of them.
There is an old saying, ‘Life is a journey from the cradle to the grave’. And as I think about
our parish it is evident that we attempt to cater for every age group and every gender.
The needs and interests of the young and ‘the young at heart’ are looked after by different
groups.
Led by Irene Hewitt and her team of teachers the children and young people are well looked
after in the Sunday School in Cathedral House. An interesting programme of lessons and
activities based around the Church’s Lectionary enables families – if they wish to do so – to
have a meaningful conversation about the topic of the day. And it is encouraging to know that
a number of teenagers are now engaged as ‘helpers’.
This means that we do not lose them completely to the secular world.
Other people and age groups also enjoy fellowship in Cathedral House –
The Widows’ Friendship Group, The Mothers’ Union and The Men’s Society.
We hope that at some time in the future it will be possible for these groups to meet again for
fellowship.
The Boys and Gentlemen of the Choir have been a constant presence in the Cathedral for
generations. It is frustrating that it is not possible at this time for them to meet together to
sing the services. It is, however, hoped that some of the boys may be able to sing at some of
the services in the near future.
It is, however, unlikely that Choral Services will be able to resume for some time yet.
We thank Dr Derek Collins and Nicky Morton for their understanding and co-operation during
these difficult times.
Mention of the Choir gives me the pleasant opportunity to thank Derek, Joanna, Dara and Leo
who provided the music and the singing for the recorded services over a long number of
weeks during ‘lockdown’. We also enjoyed the singing of Clark and Elliot McClintock on one
of the Sundays, and we are most grateful to Joanna Higgins for singing now when services
have resumed.
During ‘lockdown’ church services looked very different. We did not meet in person in the
Cathedral. We worshipped on-line. And this facility will continue well into the future.
I wish to express my sincere gratitude to Robert and Linda McGonigle whose expertise
enables the service to be recorded and viewed on-line later in the day. From small steps at
the beginning a real professionalism is now evident in what is possible.
Another area of communication from which all of us benefit is the Cathedral Magazine.
It carries so much news and I’m sure is eagerly awaited every month. Thank you to the
production team – but particularly to Linda who edits the material and to Robert who prints
the magazine. I feel that we can be very proud of what is achieved each month.
In a few moments our Treasurer, Joanne Armstrong, will present the Financial Report. As all
of you will be aware the Cathedral has been struggling financially for some time and the
pandemic has not made things any easier. I wish to thank Joanne for guiding us through
turbulent waters and for doing everything that she can to help us to keep our heads above
the water mark.
The financial support of parishioners is also acknowledged and appreciated. Some have
increased their giving; others have taken Free Will Offering Envelopes or are contributing by
Standing Order for the first time.

Some parishioners also accepted the offer to help pay for new signage, hand sanitisers,
gloves, face coverings and cleaning materials for use in the Cathedral.
To all who support the Cathedral financially, let me say a sincere ‘Thank You’.
Saint Columb’s Cathedral, during 2019, was the venue chosen by individuals and families for
11 services of Holy Baptism, 1 service of Holy Matrimony and 16 services of Thanksgiving
and Christian Burial.
Behind each of these numbers there lies a person – someone with a name, an identity.
Behind each of these numbers there lies a family – people who are happy and people who
are sad. Some of those individuals and families were strong, loyal and faithful members of
this church and others had only a passing interest in this place. It was a place in which older
family members once worshipped.
It was a place filled with history and architectural beauty – a place that seemed fitting for a
personal, intimate and emotional ceremony.
I discovered this prayer recently.
O God, make the door of this house wide enough to receive all who need human love
and fellowship; narrow enough to shut out all envy, pride and strife.
Make its threshold smooth enough to be no stumbling-block to children, nor to straying
feet, but rugged and strong to turn back the tempter’s power. God, make the doorway of
this house the entrance to your eternal kingdom.
These words reveal my sentiments when I am asked by individuals and families if they may
avail of the services of the church in this place. And I believe that they are an accurate
reflection of the sentiments of other church leaders in this place in the past. This church must
always be a place of welcome; a place where people know that they will receive Christian love
and fellowship. We hope and pray that, in spite of our human weaknesses, God’s voice will
always be heard and listened to.
In the hymn ‘We love the place, O God, in which your honour dwells’ we sing these words in
verse two – ‘It is the house of prayer, where we your people meet’.
The church building may be beautiful architecturally. It may have a long and interesting story
to tell. It may be steeped in the history of the past. But we should never forget that it is first
and foremost a house of prayer.
The Daily Office has been read in this church, Choral Matins and Choral Evensong have been
sung, the Sacraments have been celebrated, children (and adults) have been welcomed in
Baptism, men and women have expressed their love for each other in Holy Matrimony and
the life and ministry of individuals has been remembered at Services of Thanksgiving.
The Rector of this parish may stand as a figurehead at parish and diocesan services but this
Rector (and Rectors in the past) would want to acknowledge that worship is a team effort.
I want to thank my friend and colleague Canon John Merrick for his friendship, support and
faithful service. We are ably assisted by the members of the worship team – Elizabeth Mills,
Heather Fielding, Aubrey Fielding, Simon McGonigle and David Bell. In addition to these
people, new faces have been seen and new voices have been heard during the period of
lockdown. We thank those parishioners who were willing to assist and we hope that their
faces and voices will become a more regular part of our lives in the future. I, also, wish to
express my thanks to the Churchwardens, Ian Bartlett and Muriel Hamilton. They have been a
support and encouragement to me during the year and have carried out their duties in a
diligent manner. Always obliging and willing to go that extra mile.
The year 2019 is behind us. It has been remembered tonight as has been the custom for some
years. The year 2020 is here; it is in fact nine months old and there is so much that we would
like to remember and so much that we would prefer to forget! Next year, God willing, we will
have the opportunity to recall the people and the events that have made the news in 2020.
For now, let us remember that we a job to do. We have an election to hold.
We have a parish to serve.
These are days of challenge but also days of opportunity. As God calls us to serve Him and as
we listen and respond we are confident that He will equip us with the abilities that are
needed in these unprecedented and challenging times.

Bible Readings for October 2020
DAY

READING

THEME

Thursday 1
Friday 2
Saturday 3
Sunday 4
Monday 5
Tuesday 6
Wednesday 7
Thursday 8
Friday 9
Saturday 10
Sunday 11
Monday 12
Tuesday 13

Saint Matthew 13:24-30,36-43
Saint Matthew 13:44-58
Saint Matthew 14:1-12
Saint Matthew 14:13-21
Saint Matthew 14:22-36
Saint Matthew 15:1-20
Saint Matthew 15:21-28
Saint Matthew 16:13-20
Saint Matthew 17:1-13
Saint Matthew 17:22-27
Saint Matthew 22:1-14
Saint Matthew 22:15-22,34-40
Saint Matthew 23:1-12

Something has to be done!
Seeing God in the familiar
God’s rest - a lived reality
You do it!
The Messiah calls …. Come!
Peter, you and me
Faith and reason
A question of identity
The descent
The freedom of the kingdom
Wedding invitations
Love the Lord your God
Warning against hypocrisy

Wednesday 14
Thursday 15
Friday 16
Saturday 17
Sunday 18
Monday 19
Tuesday 20
Wednesday 21
Thursday 22
Friday 23
Saturday 24
Sunday 25
Monday 26
Tuesday 27
Wednesday 28
Thursday 29
Friday 30
Saturday 31

Saint Matthew 24:1-14
Saint Matthew 24:33-44
Saint Matthew 25:1-13
Saint Matthew 25:31-46
Genesis 1:14-19
Job 38:31-38
Psalm 8
Psalm 19:1-6
Psalm 33:6-9
Psalm 115:14-18
1 Chronicles 16:23-34
Proverbs 3:19-26
Isaiah 51:13-16
Psalm 148
Psalm 102:25-27
2 Peter 3:8-13
Revelation 21:22-27
Revelation 6:12-17

Faithful endurance
Keep awake
Waiting with expectant attentiveness
Sheep and goats
Worship on Mars
The mystery of suffering
The universe is even bigger than you think
The limitation of language
Easter and the Big Bang
There is no Planet B
A priest and an astrophysicist
Wisdom as the foundation
Remember your roots
Praise the Lord through our actions and words
Timeless
The patience of a thousand years in a day
Out with the old, in with the new
The wrath of the lamb

The Bible readings are from ‘Fresh from the Word—the Bible for a change—2020’
produced by The International Bible Reading Association
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Katie Hewitt
Sam Reilly
Robbie Hamilton
David Dougherty

Congratulations to

Michael Clark

on notification of his
British citizenship

See if you can figure out what these seven words have in
common.
banana dresser grammar potato revive uneven assess
Give up? Answer at the bottom of the page.
CAN YOU ANSWER ALL SEVEN OF THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS WITH THE SAME WORD?
1. The word has seven letters
2. Preceded God
3. Greater than God
4. More Evil than the devil
5 . All poor people have it
6. Wealthy people need it
7. If you eat it, you will die.
Did you figure it out?

ANSWER
In all of the words listed, if you take the first
letter, place it at the end of the word and then
spell the word backwards, it will be same word.

The Answer is:
NOTHING
NOTHING has 7 letters
NOTHING preceded God
NOTHING is greater than God
NOTHING is more evil than the Devil
Poor people have NOTHING
Rich people need NOTHING
If you eat NOTHING you will die

At

As we continue to keep our spirits up through COVID-19, the Cathedral
Youth Club is continually looking at addressing the needs of the
community, the young people in our community and beyond.
During the past two months we were delighted to receive a visit from
The Mayor of Derry and Strabane District Council, Brian Tierney, who
was absolutely delighted at the ongoing work in the club under such
difficult circumstances. The distribution of food, crafts, books, games
and Health Care packs in such a large quantity amazed him.
I am delighted to say we are still carrying out this service although on a
smaller scale. Adding to it we have also supported Saint Columb’s Cathedral with cleaning
materials, and visited Care Homes with toiletries.
The Kidz Farm was well received by the young kids, as we did a walk about with the different
animals and I was able to carry out my dream of walking sheep over the London Bridge!
A slight twist - I walked with one large grumpy sheep down to Craigavon Bridge, but caused a
few raised eyebrows! The moral of the story is when you receive The Freedom of London you
can walk sheep over the London Bridge.
We also organised A Punch and Judy / Magic Show for the young people in the MUGA pitch.
We were lucky with the weather as it turned out to be a great afternoon.
Of course, an Afternoon Tea Party was held for the more adult members of the community in
our Allotments. John Crowe, a professional cook, demonstrated a variety of recipes which
were eagerly enjoyed by all whilst being entertained by Gareth Brooks sound alike. Flower
baskets and produce from the Allotments were distributed.
A surprise visit was held in the form of an Ice Cream Circus. Circus acts were performed and
of course the Ice Cream Van appeared putting big smiles on the kids’ faces. Many thanks to
Streets Alive for this activity. Two outdoor cinema events were held in the main carpark,
Toy Story for the kids and to everyone's delight Mama Mia for the adults.
We decided to carry out a Sponsored Walk and Talk in aid of Foyle Search and Rescue.
Everyone met at Saint Columb’s Park and completed a mile-long walk back through the park,
finishing up at The Stables restaurant for refreshments. Alan Warke took part representing
Foyle Search and we were delighted to hand over £200 for the excellent and much needed
work that is carried out by volunteers from this organisation.
A Community Fun Day was held on Thursday 20th August once again in the main car park.
Enjoyed by all age groups and I must stress all events adhered to COVID-19 Government
Rules.
On a sad note Cathedral Youth Club lost three volunteers during this period. Such a sad blow
regarding the input that Janet Jackson, Billy McKeown, and Brian McMenamin had within
their different roles in our organisation. We will never forget these three wonderful people
and their dedication to our organisation over the years.
Without the support of staff, volunteers and management always on hand to give support,
working tirelessly through COVID-19, none of the programmes would have taken place.
It just remains for me to update you on our centre which is starting to resemble a youth club.
Big windows are now installed, rooms which were not there before are now in place, a shaft
for a lift and new gas heating. We are all so excited and I cannot wait to invite each and every
one to visit this centre of excellence and an Open Door for everyone.
Jeanette Warke
Project Manager

Volunteers Needed
Foyle Hospice Charity Shops
In particular the following areas
Limavady Shop
Waterloo Place Shop
Strabane Shop
Do you have a few hours to spare a week?
Would you like to join our fantastic team of volunteers?
Meet new friends? Learn new skills?
And most importantly have fun while helping and supporting your local hospice.
If this is something that would interest you, please get in touch with
Rachael Osbourne, Volunteer Coordinator, Foyle Hospice, 61 Culmore Road, Londonderry
BT48 8JE
(028 – 7135 1010) or email rachael@foylehospice.com

Free dial-in worship phone line during coronavirus
lockdown. Daily Hope is a free resource for members
who live in Northern Ireland and the rest of the UK.
It offers a variety of music, prayers and reflections as
well as full worship services from the Church of England
at the end of a telephone line. To listen to Mothers’
Union Midday Prayers – choose option 4 and then
option 8. The line – is available 24 hours a day on
0800 804 8044 – has been set up particularly with those
unable to join online church services during the period of restrictions in mind.

If you or a relative is admitted to or discharged from a
hospital or a nursing home please let the Dean
or The Reverend Canon John Merrick know if you
would like a Pastoral Visit.
Under Data Protection (GDPR) we do not have access
to the Hospital Admission Forms so we can only know
that you are a patient in hospital if the Chaplain
notifies us or if you or a relative notifies us.
Thank you for your co-operation.

Please note that during the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic
Dean Raymond Stewart and Canon John Merrick are not permitted
to visit hospitals and nursing homes.
Please, however, inform us if you are admitted to a hospital
or to a nursing home so that we can pray for you.

Scripture Readings at Sunday Services
Parishioners might like to prepare for worship by reading the Scripture readings before they
come to church. The readings of the Sundays and Principal Holy Days are found in The Book of
Common Prayer, page 27 ff.
This year we follow the readings for Year A
Sunday 4th October 2020 – The Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity / Harvest Sunday
8.00 am
Exodus 20: 1-4, 7-9, 12-20. Psalm 19 (page 611). Philippians 3: 4b-14.
Saint Matthew 21: 33-46.
11.00 am (The Service of Holy Communion – Order Two)
Philippians 3: 4b-14. Saint Matthew 21: 33-46.
4.00 pm
Psalm 136 (page 751). Proverbs 2: 1-11. Saint Mark 10: 2-16.
Sunday 11th October 2020 – The Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity / Saint Philip the Deacon
8.00 am
Exodus 32: 1-14. Psalm 106: 1-6, 19-23 (page 715). Philippians 4: 1-9.
Saint Matthew 22: 1-14.
11.00 am (The Service of Morning Prayer – Order One with The Rite of Holy Baptism –
Order Two)
Psalm 106: 1-6, 19-23 (page 715). Exodus 32: 1-14. Saint Matthew 22: 1-14.
4.00 pm
Psalm 139: 1-18 (page 754). Proverbs 3: 1-18 Saint Mark 10: 17-31.
Sunday 18th October 2020 – The Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity / Saint Luke
8.00 am
Exodus 33: 12-23. Psalm 99 (page 705). 1 Thessalonians 1: 1-10. Saint Matthew 22: 15-22.
11.00 am (The Service of Holy Communion – Order One)
2 Timothy 4: 5-17. Saint Luke 10: 1-9.
4.00 pm
Psalm 142 (page 757). Proverbs 4: 1-18. Saint Mark 10: 35-45.
Sunday 25th October 2020 – The Fifth Sunday before Advent / Bible Sunday
8.00 am
Deuteronomy 34: 1-12. Psalm 90: 1-6, 13-17 (page 697). 1 Thessalonians 2: 1-8
Saint Matthew 22: 34-46.
11.00 am (The Service of Morning Prayer – Order One)
Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17 (page 697). Deuteronomy 34: 1-12. Saint Matthew 22: 34-46.
4.00 pm
Psalm 119: 89-104 (page 737). Ecclesiastes 11 & Ecclesiastes 12. Saint Mark 12: 28-34.

Sunday Service
Parishioners and friends can continue to watch and listen to the Morning Service on the
Cathedral Facebook page or by logging on to www.stcolumbscathedral.org and going to
Worship on the menu bar.

ROBERT (ROY) ADAMS MBE
There was a general feeling of sadness among the Cathedral community when we heard of
the death of our dear friend, Roy, on Wednesday 2nd September 2020, just a few weeks short
of his 88th birthday. Roy loved all things musical – he was a wonderful organist and pianist –
and played the organ in a church (or two) faithfully every week over many, many years. He
also trained choirs and it was in this capacity that he agreed to train the Mothers’ Union choir
put together to enter the Presidents’ Shield competition in 1991. There were 19 of us and of
course that meant 19 different suggestions of what two songs we would sing – one secular
and the other non-secular. In his quiet way he let us all ‘rabbit on’ for a while and then, in his
gentle manner, he told us what he thought we should sing, and of course we did as we were
told! He was such a good friend of the Cathedral and a supporter of all musical (and other)
events. Roy was a gentleman in every sense of the word and his presence we’ll miss but his
memory we’ll treasure. Good bye Roy and God Bless.

Partners in Prayer 2020
Bishop Andrew writes …………
To pray for each other is a wonderful gift from God. Prayer not only empowers the ministry of
parishes across our dioceses; it also draws us closer together as the family of God.
It is always a blessing to know that someone is praying for you.
In commending our diocesan prayer diary can I urge each one of us to
renew our commitment to prayer during 2020. I am more and more
convinced that it is only as we pray that we will know the blessing
of God in our dioceses.
‘Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.
Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near.
Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard
your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.’ Philippians 4: 4-7
+ ANDREW DERRY AND RAPHOE
THE WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY 4th OCTOBER 2020
THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
The Anglican Church of Tanzania
The Most Reverend Dr Maimbo Mndolwa,
Archbishop of Tanzania and Bishop of Tanga.
The Church of Ireland
The Most Reverend John McDowell, Archbishop of Armagh,
Primate of All Ireland and Metropolitan.
The Dioceses of Tuam, Killala and Achonry. The Right Reverend Patrick Rooke.
The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe. The Right Reverend Andrew Forster.
The Parishes of Tullyaughnish (Ramelton), Kilmacrennan, Killygarvan (Rathmullan)
and Glenalla
The Reverend Canon Harry Gilmore, Rector. Mrs Ann Fletcher, Diocesan Reader.
MISSION FOCUS - The Bible Society in Rwanda
Around 169,000 people (2.5% of the population) in Rwanda are HIV positive. It is a heavily
stigmatised diagnosis, especially among the Christian community and many people believe
that the disease is a punishment from God.
The Bible Society of Rwanda began the “Good Samaritan” project to reach out to those who
are affected by the disease and to break down social stigmas around it. Based on the parable
of the Good Samaritan this programme challenges perceptions of HIV and AIDS. It teaches
Biblical compassion to those who are affected as well as how to prevent the transmission of
the disease.
THE WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY 11th OCTOBER 2020
THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY - SAINT PHILIP THE DEACON
The Church of The Province of Uganda
The Most Reverend Stephen Samuel Kaziimba Mugalu,
Archbishop of Uganda and Bishop of Kampala.
The Church of Ireland
The Most Reverend John McDowell, Archbishop of Armagh,
Primate of All Ireland and Metropolitan.
The Dioceses of Tuam, Killala and Achonry. The Right Reverend Patrick Rooke.
The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe. The Right Reverend Andrew Forster.
The Parishes of Clondevaddock, Portsalon and Leatbeg
Rector: Vacant.
In charge during the vacancy – The Reverend David Griscome.

MISSION FOCUS - Church Mission Society in Democratic Republic of Congo
The Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic has added yet further difficulties to the various
ongoing challenges that people in DR Congo face every day. Pray that God would intervene
in power and would bring comfort and respite to all who are suffering.
THE WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY 18th OCTOBER 2020
THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY - SAINT LUKE
The Episcopal Church in The United States of America
The Most Reverend Michael Curry,
Presiding Bishop of The Episcopal Church in The United States of America.
The Church of Ireland
The Most Reverend John McDowell, Archbishop of Armagh,
Primate of All Ireland and Metropolitan.
The Dioceses of Tuam, Killala and Achonry. The Right Reverend Patrick Rooke.
The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe. The Right Reverend Andrew Forster.
The Parish of Clondehorkey (Ballymore) with Cashel and Mevagh Union
Rector: Vacant.
In charge during the vacancy – The Reverend Canon George Irwin.
Pray for those in hospitals, nursing homes and hospices and for those at home.
For The Church’s Ministry of Healing. For all who minister in the caring professions.
MISSION FOCUS - Church Mission Society in Nepal
Give thanks for the ways in which Sundar Dhoka Saathi Sewa Church engages with local
government groups such as the District Corona Crisis Management Committee helping to
disinfect hostels for community use.
They also collaborated with Godavari Municipality to provide food relief to families of
persons with disabilities. May their good deeds shine out causing others to praise God.

FRIDAY 23rd OCTOBER 2020
SAINT JAMES, THE BROTHER OF OUR LORD
THE WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY 25th OCTOBER 2020
THE FIFTH SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT / BIBLE SUNDAY
The Church in Wales
The Most Reverend John Davies, Archbishop of Wales and Bishop of Swansea and Brecon.
The Church of Ireland
The Most Reverend John McDowell, Archbishop of Armagh,
Primate of All Ireland and Metropolitan.
The Dioceses of Tuam, Killala and Achonry, The Right Reverend Patrick Rooke.
The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe. The Right Reverend Andrew Forster.
The Parishes of Dunfanaghy, Raymunterdoney and Tullaghobegley (Killult)
The Reverend David Skuce, Rector.
MISSION FOCUS - The Mission to Seafarers in South Shields, England
Pray for The Reverend Patricia Bealing (Honorary Chaplain) and for
The Reverend Philip Bullock (Honorary Chaplain).
WEDNESDAY 28th OCTOBER 2020
SAINT SIMON AND SAINT JUDE

A Prayer in the Time of the Coronavirus
Almighty and All-loving God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, we pray to you through Christ the
Healer for those who suffer from the Coronavirus Covid-19 in Ireland and across the world.
We pray too for all who reach out to those who mourn the loss of each and every person who
has died as a result of contracting the disease.
Give wisdom to policymakers, skill to researchers, comfort to everyone in distress and a sense
of calm to us all in these days of uncertainty and distress.
This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord who showed compassion to the outcast,
acceptance to the rejected and love to those to whom no love was shown. Amen.
(Archbishop Michael Jackson, Dublin and Glendalough).

A Prayer for Healthcare Workers
Thank you, our Father, that your love has been the spur which has sent men and women with
medical training to many places where sickness and disease are endemic.
Strengthen them when they work long hours with little rest.
Guide them when they lack equipment and medicines.
Sustain them when they are tired. Encourage them when they are depressed.
Protect them when they are in danger. Augment their skills with your healing power.
That their loving service may bear witness to the Saviour who brings wholeness to a sick
world. Amen. (Michael Saward).

God is working His purpose out……

The words of this Harvest hymn are great consolation at this time when the Harvest
celebrations will have to be in our hearts rather than with our eyes. A group of ladies in the
parish are well aware of what it means when the thought is expressed ‘we will have to do
something!’
It will not be possible to do anything about the conversation held in the Cathedral porch with
a member of The Honourable The Irish Society who last year spent a lot of time admiring the
motorbike and the push bikes on display. He made a comment about a car, and we told him,
we had a car in the porch for the Wedding Dress Festival. I told him we just had to bring in an
aeroplane! (I noticed a small one over Altnagelvin Hospital last week – maybe not).
Dean Stewart however has approved that we have a special appeal for our local Food Bank at
this Harvest time. If you would like to help with this appeal you can bring non-perishable food
to church on Harvest Sunday 4 October 2020. We will have boxes for your gifts in the porch.
Should you feel this is not convenient, donations of cash would be very acceptable and can be
given to the Churchwardens. It is hoped that you can support those who are less fortunate in
our society who earlier in this year could not have imagined that they would need the
services of a food bank, in particular those people who did not benefit from the Government
relief scheme and found themselves in desperate circumstances and those who continue to
struggle.

Obituaries ….
Ruth Bromley McCaul (née Taylor)
5th July 1936 - 19th July 2020

In 1936 James and Dorothy Taylor were living in Formby, Merseyside, with their children,
Joyce and John, when Ruth Bromley was born to complete their family. Just as the war
progressed in 1940 the family moved to Londonderry where Grandpa took up a senior post in
Customs and Excise and Granny threw herself into the Women’s Royal Voluntary Services and
the local charity scene.
Ruth attended the Preparatory Department of Londonderry High School and stayed at the
High School until a family move to Larne, after which she finished her secondary education at
Ashleigh House, Belfast, and began her working career in Art and Design with a course at
Belfast College of Art. She often took blank canvases or spaces and created something new
from art to Brownie packs to a Christmas tree co-operative.
Ruth taught Art at Londonderry High School for five years. There she fell in with a jolly bunch,
June, Liggie, Margot, Myrtle, Belinda and Ann. These friends banded together playing staff
hockey amongst other things. Along with June Squires, the Home Economics teacher,
‘Derry Dress’ was founded as they stitched sixties frocks which they sold locally.
In January 1962 Ruth married the dashing DWW McCaul at Cairn Castle, Ballygally. Tim, Susie,
Jos and Nicky arrived thereafter and Ruth took a break from her teaching career to look after
her family. After this career break she accepted a post at Strabane Grammar School where
she taught until retirement when she was 60 in 1996.
You could say that Ruth packed a good deal into her life but it is the good she packed into the
lives of others which is the part of her life we wish to celebrate now. Ruth eschewed all fuss
and praise so it is only now that we can tell a little of her countless other activities. Often she
found great craic and camaraderie in whatever she did, mostly she was simply tireless in
giving others a chance of a decent life too.
Ruth served as a governor and chairperson at Ballougry Primary School for many years whilst
also being on the Board of Templemore Secondary School. She also served on the governing
body of Foyle and Londonderry College for around 30 years taking on the roles of Deputy
Chairperson and Chair of Education Committee where amongst many things she proposed
and helped to oversee the move to a brand new site for the school which has now been
realised.
As an art teacher with many other skills at hand, Ruth brought a wider and more far reaching
view of education to these boardrooms than simply the three Rs. This influence and legacy
will be carried forward by not only the thousands of young people of Tyrone and Derry she
taught but through her daughter, Nicky who recalls visiting Strabane Grammar School with
her Mum when young, on a day when there were no teachers or students in school. She
clearly remembers being delighted at seeing this important aspect of her Mum’s world for the
first time and being enthralled by it.
Ruth delivered Meals on Wheels and for 40 years committed herself to the Red Cross in this
area which she ran for a time working alongside Eileen McCorkell and Rina Keys. She was
awarded the Red Cross Badge of Honour. Ruth did her training as an auxiliary nurse, no doubt
taking inspiration from her mother’s efforts during the war. Her voluntary work with the
Red Cross took her into people’s homes of all backgrounds and values, and Ruth was able to
make connections with so many.
The ‘Troubles’ presented a difficult challenge for a young mother raising a family on a farm
between the border and the city. Ruth’s response was to shield and protect, naturally, but
also to encourage her children to be aware that there are two sides to every story and there’s
always a bigger picture. As mentioned, Ruth delivered hot meals for Meals on Wheels and
wherever possible she would bring one of the children along to help and to experience how
life was for others. Hot meals were one thing but the ‘craic’ was also what pensioners needed
in their isolated homes. Ruth had many friends on the routes, people who needed to know
life was ‘normal’ in the country or that a shop had reopened after a blast.
As a family at Christmas they all knew that before presents could be opened in the McCaul
household, Ruth and her children would deliver Christmas meals and Christmas cheer. She
showed up with her smile and cheery manner, and carols and hugs were shared.

Of course the cattle also had to be fed before any family festivities could begin. The greatest
value Tim took from this, aside from waiting an excruciating amount of time for a train set,
was that it was his responsibility, and that of his sisters, to give back more than he took, to
leave the world a little better than he found it.
For sixteen years the family lived in Killea on the border. Living one field away from the
customs hut meant every one of the 35 times the hut was blown up the family knew about it.
Those of us who spent time with Ruth, with a G & T, know the humour she found in these
situations, often sharing the tale of the customs officers running down the lane in their
long-johns after having their uniforms stolen. Susan also remembers the calm her mother
offered in these situations. The power lines hung above the huts and usually got blown out by
the many blasts. Ruth would hold a flickering candle and tell her children that everything was
OK. Her face in the light is an incredible enduring memory.
Throughout this last short and sad period of time the family has continued to learn from Ruth.
We have been humbled and yet feel so proud of the positive impact she has had on so many
others. We know this because you have shared your stories with us individually.
Ruth conducted herself throughout her life with such dignity and fortitude. We live in times in
which we are all encouraged to stand for who we are and to feel empowered. This was
already the norm for the McCaul children. Ruth provided her children and grandchildren with
sound guidance and a template that we can faithfully continue with in our lives and share with
others.
Tribute supplied by her family

Fredrick (Eric) Bradley
15 March 1928 - 23rd August 2020
th

A short reflection at the graveside before the committal of Mr Eric Bradley.
We are gathered here today to lay to rest the earthly remains of Eric, a much loved husband
of the late Eileen, father, grandfather and great-grandfather, a true
gentleman in every sense of the word.
On behalf of myself, the Dean, the entire Cathedral family and the
Reverend David Skuce who spoke warmly of the friendship forged,
despite the bombs, living together in Saint Columb’s Court, we offer
you our sincere sympathy and be assured that you are very much in
our thoughts and prayers as you continue on your life’s journey
without the guiding hand and wisdom of Eric.
Many words spring to mind when I think of Eric and for a few
moments I would like to dwell on four of those words namely
service, love, humour and music. Firstly service: He served his God
and this was manifest in his regular attendance at the myriad of
services held in the Cathedral and his practical contribution to the
life and witness of God’s church in this City.
He served his country as a merchant mariner and soldier. He
enjoyed reflecting on his time serving in Hong Kong. Secondly love: you his family lived with
that love. On my visits to their home and later in Greenhaw Lodge I immediately knew that I
was in the presence of two people who were deeply in love and that love permeated to you
his family. Thirdly humour: Eric loved a good story and invariably after service on Sunday as
he left the Cathedral, he would shake my hand and say, “I heard a lovely wee story during the
week Canon!” Finally music: Eric was a great advocate for the choral tradition in
Saint Columb’s Cathedral and sadly we are unable to be there today sharing some of his
favourite hymns and organ pieces.
Alongside of this he enjoyed a good jazz session.
Today Linda, Jeffrey, John, Shirley, Ian, Eric’s grandchildren and great- grandchildren your
hearts are heavy with sadness but please be assured that as Christians we know that death is
not an end but a beginning and Eric is now united with Eileen in the nearer presence of God in
the heavenly places where one day we will join those whom we loved in this life yet see no
longer. Until that day comes our prayer for Eric husband, father, grandfather and
great-grandfather is “May you rest in peace and be raised in glory”.

Robert (Roy) Adams MBE
24 September 1932 - 2nd September 2020
th

The address delivered at the funeral service of the late Mr Roy Adams MBE ALCM
in All Saints’, Clooney, on Saturday 5 September, 2020 by
The Very Reverend Dr William Morton, former Dean of Derry.
It is a real privilege, and a very humbling one at that, to be invited to give the address at the
funeral of the late Roy Adams MBE, whose death marks the end of a major chapter in the
musical life of this city, and far beyond. It would be a chapter brimming over with stories
stirring wonderful memories of the incalculable contribution Roy made to the lives of so
many through music and singing, reinforcing the truth that it is very rarely in life that one
encounters someone of the remarkable qualities and calibre of Roy
Adams. Whether it was by playing the organ in church, accompanying
singers or instrumentalists at a concert, working with a choir for a feis,
or some other competition, or adding musically to the experience of
diners in the Restaurant of the Everglades, or White Horse, Hotels,
Roy’s immense gifts and talents touched innumerable lives right across
the community. I avoided using the term ‘the political divide’, because,
in the chapter of Roy’s life we’re describing, it never existed – Roy
respected everyone, there were no barriers, and he always promoted
music as the universal language which could overcome all differences,
and, of course, he was highly esteemed and respected by all.
Roy Adams was a man of immense faith and trust in God, which shone
out of every aspect of his life. His wonderful faith was moulded and
shaped by the benefit of a firm and resolute Christian upbringing. He
grew up at Ardmore, the second of three children to his parents Robert and Florence. His
elder brother David, four years Roy’s senior, was a chorister in Saint Columb’s Cathedral Choir,
of which Roy was always very proud. He was also justifiably proud of his younger sister,
Elizabeth, as well.
Roy had a very strong social conscience – and not a bit of wonder! He told me often of his
father, who was a postman, doing errands and good turns for people in need. It is no surprise
where Roy therefore got his concern for people, his strong sense of social outreach, and his
ever willing hand to others in time of need. Roy practised his faith to everyone who had the
privilege of knowing him.
From when he was about 14, Roy spent about four years in England serving his time as a
plumber. He had a strong attachment to home, however, and so he returned to take up a job
with the health service working with patients at Gransha and Stradreagh Hospitals – and his
wonderful gift of music featured prominently. In the course of time he met his future wife,
Joy, and what a wonderful couple they became, personifying music wherever they went
among a huge range of people. Joy was Roy’s soulmate, and we thank God for the life,
witness and example that Joy showed in this world. As well as rearing their family of Dawn
and Adrian, what a marvellous support Joy was to Roy in his work with the choirs of both
Glendermott and Strabane Churches, and what camaraderie they built up with a wide circle
of friends. Roy gave over 40 years of sterling service to Glendermott, and over 55 years to
Strabane, at the organ console. As well as this, he played the organ for weddings and funerals,
and on many other occasions as well. Let nobody underestimate the mammoth commitment
those jobs required, the sheer amount of preparation and hard work involved, and the
pleasure the end result brought to so many people. Sadly, Roy was bereaved by Joy’s sudden
death ten years ago; he missed her dearly. On the subject of family, we extend condolences to
Adrian and Liz, and to Dawn and Andrew, and their family of Victoria and Christopher, as well
as to Roy’s brother David, and to his sister Elizabeth, and the wider family circle, in their time
of bereavement and loss. I would like to pay tribute today to the commitment of Roy’s family.
Adrian and Liz deserve great credit for their love, care and concern which they showed to Roy
at all times, giving of their time sacrificially for Roy’s well-being. We also ask for your prayers
today for Dawn, who, for health reasons cannot be with us, that she may be comforted in her
great time of loss.

On a personal level, it was always a privilege to welcome Roy to Saint Columb’s Cathedral
where he became a most faithful member of the Cathedral Men’s Society, and greatly
enjoyed the various outings. Given our mutual interest in playing the organ, Roy never failed
in his support for, and attendance at, all the organ recitals, many of them by very big names in
the organ world, not to mention choral concerts, exhibitions, lectures, and the Lenten
lunchtime series. Although ministering in Dublin for over four years now, we kept in regular
contact, greatly enjoying sharing experiences and reminiscences. On a personal level, like so
many, I will miss Roy’s tremendous friendship, support, encouragement, camaraderie and
wonderful presence. The world is a poorer place by Roy’s passing.
On a lighter note, I am reliably informed that Roy enjoyed nothing better than a really good
boxing match, the livelier the better! And one of Adrian’s memories as a boy is of a Saturday
afternoon watching the wrestling on television between Giant Haystacks and Big Daddy!
Roy’s favourite programme currently was The Apprentice, particularly when the going became
tough! He loved the rough and tumble of such programmes which also showed the humorous
side of his personality.
We are all going to miss Roy so very much. His death really marks the end of an era in the
musical world. We shall miss not only Roy’s wonderful and unique talent at music, but also
the magnificent contribution he made, in far more ways than we shall ever know, in the
advancement of music, and through it as an art form, in the creation of bridge building at all
sections of community. There will not be his like again. We thank Almighty God for Roy’s life,
for his love for God, for his faith, for his dedicated membership of the Church, and for his
musical legacy for the benefit of so many.
On a Saturday night in January last, Phil Coulter was in concert in Saint Patrick’s Cathedral in
Dublin, and after the show, since Roy had often mentioned Phil to me, and how they had
known each other many years ago, I mentioned Roy’s name to Phil. He said, ‘sure I remember
turning the pages for Roy at a concert one night, long before I was able to play myself.’ I asked
Phil to autograph a CD for Roy, which he signed with these words: ‘For my aul’ pal, Roy.’
That sums up Roy – he was a pal to everyone. He was always interested in helping other
people to achieve success. My goodness, didn’t he certainly do it on that occasion!?
For Roy, life has changed, not ended. He has been called by God into the Nearer Presence of
his Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, who has gone to prepare a place for us in the many
mansions of which we read about earlier. He now rejoices upon Another Shore and in a
Greater Light in the company of his beloved Joy, and of all his loved ones who have gone
before. Until that day dawns when we shall all be reunited in ‘that joyful reunion in the
heavenly places’ may the Lord give us his comfort, strength and peace, confident that death is
not the end, but rather the doorway to life in God’s Nearer Presence.
And so in thankfulness for all that was so true and good in Roy’s life, and in the sure
expectation of that joyful reunion in the heavenly places, we commend Roy’s soul into the
merciful hands of God. May he rest in peace, and be raised in glory, and may he receive the
unblemished tribute he deserves from the Church Triumphant in heaven for his life of faithful
service: ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; enter into the joy of thy Lord.’

Sir John Talbot McFarland Bt
3 October 1927 - 11th September 2020
rd

Today’s passage from Saint John’s Gospel is a familiar one to many, and it is a message of
assurance.
I hope that all gathered here today to share in this service celebrating the life of Sir John will
hear the reassuring message of Jesus Christ … the Messiah … the Saviour.
These words were first given to a small group of close followers but written down by John to
be included in the Bible for everyone for the rest of time to hear. To understand this message
fully you must first see it in the context in which Jesus delivered these words.
Jesus is coming to the end of his life on earth; in fact, this message was delivered on the night
before he was to be crucified. Jesus knew what the future held for him and He set out his
final instructions to his closest friends.

First he sets an example of service for them by washing their feet. A job that usually was only
done by the slaves. Then he gives them a New Commandment when He says I give you a new
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one
another. This is followed by Jesus foretelling Peter’s denial.
I tell you in very truth, before the cock crows you will have denied me
three times.
Then our passage for today with two short but very comforting
thoughts. The message of assurance starts off by Jesus saying clearly “Do not let your hearts be troubled…” and the first comforting thought
is that Jesus is going ahead to prepare a place in heaven for them,
preparing a dwelling place, a place that is meant not for them to rest
eternal but a place for them to live and to live with God the Father,
in his house. It is a living space, not a dying space.
Jesus is not abandoning them but inviting them to stay in union with
Him.
The next comforting thought that he holds out to them is how this can
be made available to them. He tells them that he is the way, the truth
and the life.
Now just before this, as I have already mentioned, Jesus foretold Peter’s denial and in this
passage you see Thomas uncertain of what Jesus is saying, questioning where He is going!
In both stories we have two of Jesus closest friends, who had been with him all along, who
had watched his every move, heard every word yet they are not sure of what Jesus is telling
them. Why in this crucial moment in the final night of Jesus life do we have these two just
not grasping it?
I believe their story is there for us. In their mistakes we can take comfort in the mistakes that
we make because we don’t always understand. We don’t always get it right, yet Jesus assures
us on his final night through this message to the disciples that that there is a place in heaven
for us despite our mistakes.
The second message is that Jesus ‘is the way, the truth and the life’. Jesus as the way the
truth and the life sets out for us a model in which we are to live in his new commandment –
‘to love one another as He loved us’, in service to one another.
One can clearly see this by what was said today of the love that Sir John had for his family.
We can clearly see Christ’s example lived out in his life. Saint John's gospel talks about eternal
life as a present reality and that begins when Christ dwells in us and we live in him. Eternal life
isn't just something that happens to us after this earthly life, up in some heavenly realm. It is
something that begins in love for one another as Christ has shown us to love. As we see
Christ’s love from the love that Sir John shared with his family we can be assured that Christ
“is the way, the truth and the life”.
There is a dwelling place therefore for those who follow His new commandment of love for
one another as Christ has loved us.
As we give thanks today for the life and witness of Sir John McFarland we also give thanks
that he is now in the nearer presence of his Creator God, in that dwelling place promised and
prepared by Jesus himself where one day we will be reunited with those we loved in this life
yet see no longer. We extend to you Lady Maryette, your children Shauna, Anthony, Fiona
and Stephen, your spouses and the grandchildren Emily, Amelia, Max, Rory, Shane, Patrick,
Eliza and Patrick Jr. our heartfelt sympathy and prayerful support as you continue on your
earthly pilgrimage without the support and presence of a much loved husband, father, father
in law and grandfather.
Sir John, may you rest in peace and be raised in glory.

Adams
We remember the family – Dawn and her husband Andrew and Adrian and his wife Elizabeth
- and all of the relatives of Robert (Roy) Adams, M.B.E., 1 Ashburn Avenue, Londonderry
who died, peacefully, at Altnagelvin Hospital, Londonderry on Wednesday 2nd September.
We, also, remember Roy’s grandchildren Victoria and Christopher, his brother David and his
sister Elizabeth.
On those Sundays when he was not playing the organ in Christ Church, Strabane Roy would
worship in Saint Columb’s Cathedral. He, also, was a member of the Cathedral Men’s Society.
We remember his loyalty and friendship most warmly.

Robinson
We remember the family – Robert (and Anne), Jeanette (and John), Billy (and Carol),
Joe (and Jill), Jacqueline (and Mark), Anne (and Sam), Elizabeth (and Glenn),
Kathleen (and Dessie) and Patricia (and Derek, deceased) - and all of the relatives of
Olive Robinson (nee McGerrigle), Berryhill Road, Artigarvan, Strabane who died, peacefully,
at Altnagelvin Hospital, Londonderry on Saturday 5th September 2020.
Olive was the grandmother of John Hetherington, The Fountain, Londonderry to whom,
and to whose wife Mandy and their family, we also express our sympathy.

McFarland
We remember Lady Maryette McFarland and her family – Shauna, Anthony, Fiona and
Stephen - and all of the relatives of Sir John Talbot McFarland Bt., Glenburn Cottage,
Balloughry Road, Londonderry (formerly of Dunmore House, Carrigans, County Donegal)
who died, peacefully, at his home on Friday 11th September 2020.
We also remember his grandchildren, Emily, Amelia, Max, Rory, Shane, Patrick, Eliza
and Patrick jr.
A Service of Thanksgiving for the life of Sir John McFarland was held in Saint Columb’s
Cathedral, Londonderry on Tuesday 15th September 2020. The service was conducted by
The Very Reverend Raymond Stewart. He was assisted by The Reverend Canon David
Crooks, the Rector of The Parishes of Taughboyne with Craigadooish, and All Saints’,
Newtowncunningham and Killea (Carrigans) and by The Reverend Canon John Merrick
who delivered the Address.
The Scripture readings (Ecclesiastes 3: 1-11 and Saint John 14: 1-6) were read by
Sir John’s children: Fiona Orme and Stevo McFarland.
The Prayer of Saint Francis of Assisi was read by his daughter Shauna Gailey.
Seven of his grandchildren, Emily, Amelia, Max, Rory, Shane, Patrick and Eliza, gave short
readings. A family tribute was delivered by his son Anthony McFarland.
The soloist, Laura McNutt, sang Psalm 121 and ‘God be in my head’.
Following the service in the Cathedral the Service of Committal at Carrigans Parish Church
Burial Ground was conducted by The Reverend Canon David Crooks. He was assisted by
The Reverend Canon John Merrick.

FABRIC FUND
In loving memory of Eric Bradley
From Aubrey & Elizabeth Fielding
From Muriel Hamilton
From Aimiee Moore
From Ian Bartlett
From the work colleagues of his son Jeff Bradley
From Alison Howe & family
From Maurice & Val Brown
From Harriet Love
From Lillian Maconachie & family
From Ray Mace
From Brian & Pauline Doherty
From Jim & Dorothy Foster, Matthew & Shannon Foster,
Louise Foster & Rosanna Foster
From Maureen Boal
From Lil Wilson
In loving memory of our Dad Lyndsay Moore
From Lynn, Alison & Suzanne
In loving memory of Roy Adams
From Muriel Hamilton
From Ian Bartlett
From Aimiee Moore
From Ray Mace
From Maureen Boal
From Lil Wilson
In loving memory of Roy Adams, a long time member of
Saint Columb’s Cathedral Men’s Society
From the members of the Men’s Society
In memory of our dear friend, the late Mr Roy Adams
From Reverend Mervyn & Mrs Dianne Peoples
In memory of my Mother, Helen Lynn and my Uncle, Billy Coulter
From William Lynn
In memory of my Wife, Avril Laverty
From George
In memory of Sir John Talbot McFarland
From Aimiee Moore
From The Very Reverend Raymond Stewart
In loving memory of Jim & Ella Lynch
From Flora, Alison & family
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Birthday memories of Stanley Hamilton for 15th October
From Eileen & family
Thanksgiving for Laura & Lee “Gallagher’s” birthdays in Australia
Laura is 45 on 26 September & Lee is 50 on 10 October.
Wishing them both Happy Birthday
From Betty Gallagher & family, Portrush (nee Majilton)

50.00

100.00

CHOIR FUND
In loving memory of a dear Father, Mother & Brother, John, Ruby & David Jordan
From Sean & Liz Jordan
100.00
In loving memory of my Husband Ronald Dobson
on the first anniversary of his death on 18th October 2019
From his wife Etta
300.00
From his daughter and son-in-law Joanie & Gary Lovell
40.00
From his daughter and son-in-law Rosaleen & Charlie Green
40.00
DONATION
From Hayden McMullan

40.00

Parish Register
Holy Baptism

“Go and make disciples of all nations
baptising them in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Sunday 30th August 2020
Harlow Louise Celine Ward, the daughter of
Aaron Noel Karl Ward and Brooke Kerry Ann Magee, Primity Park, Newbuildings,
Londonderry. Harlow’s godparents are Jasmine Logan, Ronald Magee, Dermot Ward and
Leeann Magee.
At the end of The Rite of Holy Baptism Miss Muriel Hamilton, People’s Churchwarden and a
member of The Templemore Branch of The Mothers’ Union, presented Aaron and Brooke
with a ‘Dorcas Pack’ for Harlow.

Burial

th

“T he Lord is my Shepherd.”

Tuesday 15 September 2020
Sir John Talbot McFarland Bt., Glenburn Cottage,
Ballougry Road, Londonderry (formerly of Dunmore House, Carrigans, County Donegal).
Carrigans Parish Church Burial Ground
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