The Dean
writes

Dear Parishioners and Friends

In the morning, while it was still very dark, he (Jesus) got
up and went out to a deserted place, and there he prayed.
(Saint Mark 1: 35).
The Season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, 2nd March. This is the traditional time of the
Church’s Year when we reflect of Jesus’ life, focusing particularly on the forty days and nights
that He spent in a deserted place in prayer. In that place Jesus was confronted by the
Devil (Satan) who tempted Him by offering Him three choices.
To turn stones into bread. To throw Himself from the pinnacle of the Temple.
To accept the gift of all the kingdoms of the world in return for worshipping Satan.
Jesus resisted the subtle temptations of the Devil by focusing His mind and thoughts on God
and His Word.
Three times He was tempted and three times He found comfort and strength from the
Word and Promises of God.
As we journey through life we encounter many different situations. Some are pleasant and
easy to deal with. Others can be quite stressful, challenging and very unpleasant.
It, often, is when we are sick or lonely, when we are weak – physically, emotionally
and spiritually – literally at the point of our greatest need – that such testing times come.
At such times we need – and must seek – help and comfort from outside of our own
resources.
Our family, friends and neighbours can often offer great support when we really need it
but, sometimes, they may feel ill-prepared and may offer reasons why they cannot help;
but, perhaps, the greatest help that they can offer is simply to be by our side, willing to listen
as we try to articulate our concerns.
When we feel the weight of the world on our shoulders, when we wish that the times of
testing would go away, it is helpful to turn to a trusted friend whom we know will accept us
as we are. There will not be words of judgement or of condemnation. In fact, words may not
be spoken at all. Instead, we may find ourselves restored as we draw strength from their
quiet, confident presence.
Isn’t it the case that when words have been long forgotten it is acts of compassion and
kindness that will be most remembered.
I expect to pass through this world but once; any good thing therefore that I can do,
or any kindness that I can show to any fellow-creature, let me do it now;
let me not defer or neglect it, for I shall not pass this way again.
(Attributed to Stephen Grellet (1773-1855), a Quaker missionary from France to the United
States of America).
………….

Yours sincerely

VISITING PREACHER
The Preacher at the Service of Choral Matins on
Sunday 13th March 2022 will be
The Right Reverend William (Willie) Alaha Pwaisiho.
Bishop Willie was the Bishop of the Diocese of Malaita
in The Anglican Church of Melanesia (1981-1989)
and the Rector of The Parish of Gawsworth
in the Diocese of Chester, England (1999-2019).

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

World Day of Prayer is a global ecumenical movement led by Christian
women who welcome you to join in prayer and action for peace and
justice.
The Service, this year, with a theme of hope was written by the World
Day of Prayer Committee of England, Wales and Northern Ireland.
Theme: I Know the Plans I Have for You.
The Service is based on the letter written by the prophet Jeremiah to the
exiles in Babylonia. The exiles were in a context of suffering, uncertainty,
and opposing views on how to respond to the moment.
In the midst of all the uncertainties we are living under due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the
WDP theme is a balm of confidence. It is an invitation to place our trust in God in times of
suffering.

A Service will be held in Carlisle Road Methodist Church, Londonderry
on Friday 4th March at 7.30 p.m.

Through the service worshippers will hear the stories of women who feel excluded, listen to
the fear of a child refugee and learn to see the context of a multi-ethnic, multi-cultural,
and multi-faith society in England, Wales, and Northern Ireland.

CHAPTER NEWS

The Preacher at The Service of Choral Eucharist (Order Two) on Sunday 6th March 2022 will
be The Reverend Canon Katie McAteer, Pastoral Director of The Grouped Parishes of Christ
Church, Londonderry, Culmore, Muff, and Saint Peter, Londonderry.

THE SEASON OF LENT

The Season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, 2nd March 2022.
0n that evening, at 7.30 p.m., there will be a Service in Saint Columb’s Cathedral.
The Service will follow The Form of Service For Ash Wednesday (The Book of Common
Prayer, page 338-343), with Holy Communion / Order Two.
On each Wednesday evening thereafter at 7.30 p.m. An Order For Compline
(The Book of Common Prayer, page 154-161) will be read.

SAFEGUARDING CONFERENCE

The new Safeguarding Officer for Northern Ireland, Gillian Taylor, has been asked by the
Interfaith Group of the Safeguarding Board (Northern Ireland) to advertise its virtual
conference. The conference is free (funded by SBNI) and its theme is
‘Safeguarding Children and Young People in a Digital World: A Faith Sector’s Response’.

Thursday 10th March 2022 10.00 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.

This would be a useful event for those involved in safeguarding children, such as rectors,
parish panel members, parish youth leaders and volunteers.
Conference objectives –
To raise awareness of issues for children and young people in a digital world, and related
offences in Northern Ireland
To raise awareness of the impact of the digital world on the emotional health and wellbeing
of children and young people
To explore ways in which the Faith Community can support the digital wellbeing of children
and young people
The link for registration is https://www.safeguardingni.org/events

Well done to those who braved the elements on Sunday 20th February
and arrived safely if not slightly damp to Sunday School.
During the past month we have had absences due to children, parents
being in contact with or themselves testing positive for Covid-19.
Our teams are working well with giving all of the children the benefit of
team work, participation in the Family Services. The leaders are now
the Red Team 170 points with the Blue Team only 20 points behind in
second place with 150. The gap is closing with the Green Team only 17 points behind with
133. Don’t worry. With the Mothering Sunday Service coming up lots of points up for grab!
Irene
Our calendar for the next two months

March

6th
13th
20th
27th

Sunday School in No.1 Saint Columb’s Court
Sunday School in No.1 Saint Columb’s Court
Sunday School in No.1 Saint Columb’s Court
MOTHERING SUNDAY/Family Service

3rd
10th
17th
24th

Sunday School in No.1 Saint Columb’s Court
PALM SUNDAY
Easter Day
Family Service

April

SAINT PATRICK’S DAY
On the Feastday of Saint Patrick, Thursday 17th March 2022, there will be a Service of
Holy Communion (Order Two) at 10.30 a.m. in Saint Columb’s Cathedral.
At 12.30 p.m. there will be a Service for the No Surrender Parent Club of The Apprentice
Boys of Derry.

DIOCESAN CLERGY CONFERENCE
The Dean and The Reverend Canon John Merrick will be attending a Residential Conference
in Slieve Russell Hotel, Cavan, Monday 14th – Wednesday 16th March.

CONFIRMATION 2022
The Right Reverend Andrew Forster, the Bishop of The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe,
will (DV) visit Saint Columb’s Cathedral on Sunday 29th May 2022 at 11.00 a.m.
to administer The Rite of Confirmation.
Parishioners (young people and adults) who wish to be presented for Confirmation
are asked to give their names to the Dean.
Those who wish to be confirmed –
Must be baptised members of the Church.
Must be 13 years and over in 2022.

THE FELLOWSHIP OF CONTEMPLATIVE
PRAYER
th
Saturday 5 March 2022
Saint Peter’s Church, Culmore Road, Londonderry
10.00 a.m. – 1.30 p.m.
Witness: The Reverend Dr Pat Mollan,
Director of Ministry, Church’s Ministry of Healing, Belfast
Bring a packed lunch (tea/coffee will be provided)
A donation of £10.00/E10.00 is suggested

EUROPEAN DAY OF REMEMBRANCE
FOR VICTIMS OF TERRORISM

Friday 11th March 2022 marks European Day of Remembrance for Victims of Terrorism
and each year a service / event is held to mark this day. This year, however, another
landmark is upon us; it is 50 years since the worst year of ‘The Troubles’.
(496 individuals were killed / murdered in 1972).
South East Fermanagh Foundation (SEFF) is an organisation that supports victims/survivors
of ‘The Troubles’.
In conjunction with The Very Reverend Raymond Stewart, The Reverend Canon John Merrick
and Saint Columb’s Cathedral, a Service of Remembrance and Thanksgiving
(Theme: Acknowledging the Hurt, Healing the Pain) will be held in Saint Columb’s Cathedral
on Friday 11th March 2022 at 7.30 p.m.
The Preacher will be The Right Reverend Andrew Forster, the Bishop of Derry and Raphoe.
We have certainly had some very changeable weather this
month. Yesterday I enjoyed a sunlit walk in woods carpeted
with snowdrops but today it has been too wet, stormy and
cold to venture very far. The old country saying of “February
fill dyke“ has certainly proved true this year.
On Tuesday 8th February eight members met via Zoom, again facilitated by Robert and Linda.
We expressed gratitude that a little light seems to be appearing at the end of the Covid-19
tunnel and that we may be able to resume face to face meetings before too long.
We remembered all those who are ill, especially Ray whose cheerful contributions to
meetings are much missed. We also remembered Anita Robinson who died on Tuesday
1st February and who was a fascinating speaker, author and supporter of the Pushkin Prize.
After the sharing of news we also expressed our wishes for the future including health and
happiness to all and the hope that our politicians would “wise up“!
Irene rediscovered the video recording of our Dorcas project of 2017 and we are planning to
put this on the MU Facebook page as a tribute to Carol Bell.
Many thanks again to Robert and Linda for their technical expertise.
Looking forward to seeing you all soon.
Irene, Margaret and Pauline

A TIME TO SMILE

A little boy’s prayer.
“Dear God, please take care of my daddy and my mummy and my sister and my brother and
my doggy and me. Oh, and please take care of yourself, God. If anything happens to you,
we’re gonna be in a big mess.”
What do you give a horse with a cold? Cough Srirrup!
Which snakes are found on cars? Windscreen vipers!
What do you call a laughing motorcycle? A Yamahaahaha!
What do bees do if they want to use public transport?
Wait at a buzz stop!

Monday 21st February - Sunday 6th March 2022
For two weeks each year at the end of February and
beginning of March, thousands of individuals, companies
and groups across the UK come together to share the
stories of the people who grow our food and drinks, mine
our gold and who grow the cotton in our clothes, people
who are often exploited and underpaid.
Since last year, the G7 and COP26 have both taken place. Over 33,000 campaigners
joined 1.8m Fairtrade farmers and workers in backing the Be Fair With Your Climate Promise
challenge to world leaders at the UN COP26 summit. But frustration came as the wealthiest
nations failed to recognise the urgent need to invest in farmer expertise by delaying their
promised $100bn annual funding to the most climate vulnerable countries until 2023.
Throughout the fortnight, an online Choose the World you Want Festival will run with
people coming together in a show of support for the farmers behind our food on the front
line of the climate crisis.
Please pray for fairness and justice in all economic dealings and especially for small
producers in developing economies, that they may receive a fair price for what they produce.
Pray that consumers make informed choices.
We are all part of the Fairtrade movement and have the power to drive long-term
change, not only with our shopping choices but in spreading the message. What difference
will you make during Fairtrade Fortnight this year?
Faritrade goods are available in supermarkets, some chain stores and a range of
Traidcraft Fairtrade goods are available in The UseLess Shop in Spencer Road.
Find out more www.fairtrade.org.uk
Fairtrade Recipe: Banana and Chocolate Muffins
Ingredients
300g plain flour
1 tbsp baking powder
125g Fairtrade Demerara sugar
225ml milk
2 large free-range eggs, beaten
125g butter, melted
2 Fairtrade bananas, mashed
100g Fairtrade chocolate, chopped into small pieces
Method
Preheat the oven to180 deg fan.
Place 12 muffin cases in a 12-hole muffin tin.
Sieve the flour into mixing bowl, stir in baking powder, then sugar.
Add eggs to milk and stir in melted butter.
Stir in bananas and chocolate.
Add wet mixture to dry and stir well.
Spoon into muffin cases.
Bake 20 – 25 mins until well risen and golden. Enjoy!

The Cathedral
Magazine
Notes / Articles for the April 2022 issue of
the Cathedral magazine are due by
Sunday 20th March 2022.

Sunday Service
Parishioners and friends can continue to
watch and listen to the Morning Service on
the Cathedral Facebook page or by logging
on to www.stcolumbscathedral.org and
going to Worship on the menu bar.

Scripture Readings at Services
Parishioners might like to prepare for worship by reading the Scripture readings before they
come to church. The readings of the Sundays and Principal Holy Days are found in The Book of
Common Prayer, page 27 ff.
This year we follow the readings for Year C.
Tuesday 1st March 2022
10.30 a.m.
The Service of Holy Communion (Order Two) with intercessions for the sick
Proverbs 15: 16-33. Psalm 98: 1-5 (page 704). 1 Peter 1: 10-16. Saint Mark 10: 28-31
Wednesday 2nd March 2022 / Ash Wednesday (BCP page 338)
7.30 p.m.
Service for Ash Wednesday: The Beginning of Lent
(with Holy Communion/Order Two)
Joel 2: 1-2, 12-17. Psalm 51: 1-18 (page 650). 2 Corinthians 5: 20b – 6: 10.
Saint Matthew 6: 1-6, 16-21.
Sunday 6th March 2022 / The First Sunday in Lent (BCP page 260 / 259)
11.00 a.m.
The Service of Choral Eucharist (Order Two)
Romans 10: 8b-13. Saint Luke 4: 1-13
The Preacher will be The Reverend Canon Katie McAteer, Pastoral Director of The Grouped
Parishes of Christ Church, Londonderry, Culmore, Muff, and Saint Peter, Londonderry.
4.00 p.m.
The Service of Choral Evensong
Psalm 119: 73-88 (page 736). Jonah 3. Saint Luke 18: 9-14.
Tuesday 8th March 2022
10.30 a.m.
The Service of Holy Communion (Order Two) with intercessions for the sick
Isaiah 55: 10-11. Psalm 34: 4-6, 21-22 (page 628). 1 Corinthians 1: 20-31.
Saint Matthew 6: 7-15.

Wednesday 9th March 2022
7.30 p.m.
An Order for Compline (BCP page 154-161)
Friday 11th March 2022 / European Day of Remembrance for Victims of Terrorism
7.30 p.m.
A Service of Thanksgiving and Remembrance
Theme: Acknowledging the Hurt, Healing the Pain
The Preacher will be The Right Reverend Andrew Forster, the Bishop of Derry and Raphoe.
Sunday 13th March 2022 / The Second Sunday in Lent (BCP page 261 / 259)
11.00 a.m.
The Service of Choral Matins (Order One)
Psalm 27 (page 619). Genesis 15: 1-12, 17-18. Saint Luke 13: 31-35.
The Preacher will be The Right Reverend William (Willie) Alaha Pwaisiho,
a retired bishop of The Anglican Church of Melanesia.
4.00 p.m.
The Service of Evensong (said)
Psalm 135: 1-14 (page 750). Jeremiah 22: 1-9, 13-17. Saint Luke 14: 27-33.
Wednesday 16th March 2022
7.30 p.m.
An Order for Compline (BCP page 154-161)
Thursday 17th March 2022 / Saint Patrick (BCP page 305)
10.30 a.m.
The Service of Holy Communion (Order Two) with intercessions for the sick
Deuteronomy 32: 1-9. Psalm 145: 1-13 (page 760). 2 Corinthians 4: 1-12. Saint John 4: 31-38.
12.30 p.m.
A Service for the No Surrender Parent Club of The Apprentice Boys of Derry

Saturday 19th March 2022 / Saint Joseph of Nazareth (page 306)
2 Samuel 7: 4-16. Psalm 89: 26-36 (page 695). Romans 4: 13-18. Saint Matthew 1: 18-25.
Saturday 19th March 2022
1.00 p.m.
The Service of Holy Matrimony (Darren Dalzell and Catherine Gardiner)
Sunday 20th March 2022 / The Third Sunday in Lent (BCP page 262 / 259)
11.00 a.m.
The Service of Choral Eucharist (Order One)
1 Corinthians 10: 1-13. Saint Luke 13: 1-9.
4.00 p.m.
The Service of Choral Evensong
Psalm 12 (page 604). Psalm 13 (page 605). Genesis 28: 10-19a. Saint John 1: 35-51.
Tuesday 22nd March 2022
10.30 a.m.
The Service of Holy Communion (Order Two) with intercessions for the sick
Daniel 2: 20-23. Psalm 25: 3-10 (page 617). 1 Corinthians 7: 32-40. Saint Matthew 18: 21-35.
Wednesday 23rd March 2022
7.30 p.m.
An Order for Compline (BCP page 154-161)
Friday 25th March 2022 / The Annunciation of our Lord (BCP page 307)
Isaiah 7: 10-14. Psalm 40: 5-10 (page 637). Hebrews 10: 4-10. Saint Luke 1: 26-38.
Sunday 27th March 2022
The Fourth Sunday in Lent / Mothering Sunday (BCP page 262 / 263 / 259)
11.00 a.m.
A Family Service
1 Samuel 1: 20-28. Psalm 127: 1-4 (page 746). Saint John 19: 25-27.
4.00 p.m.
The Service of Evensong (said)
Psalm 30 (page 622). Isaiah 40: 27 – 41: 13. 2 Timothy 4: 1-18.
Tuesday 29th March 2022
10.30 a.m.
The Service of Holy Communion (Order Two) with intercessions for the sick
Ezekiel 47: 1-9, 12. Psalm 46: 1-8 (page 644). 1 Corinthians 11: 2-34. Saint John 5: 1-3, 5-16.
Wednesday 30th March 2022
7.30 p.m.
An Order for Compline (BCP page 154-161)
Sunday 3rd April 2022 / The Fifth Sunday in Lent – Passiontide (BCP page 264 / 259)
11.00 a.m.
The Service of Choral Eucharist (Order Two)
Philippians 3: 4b-14. Saint John 12: 1-8.
The Preacher will be The Venerable Robert Miller, the Rector of The Grouped Parishes of
Christ Church, Londonderry, Culmore, Muff, and Saint Peter, Londonderry
4.00 p.m.
The Service of Choral Evensong
Psalm 35: 1-9 (page 629). 2 Chronicles 35: 1-6, 10-16. Saint Luke 22: 1-13.

A MEETING OF THE SELECT VESTRY
A meeting of the Select Vestry will be held on Zoom
on Tuesday 1st March 2022 at 7.30 p.m.

Creevagh Open Garden - Saturday 21st May 2022

It is just three months away and I know we still have to deal with Lent and Easter before that,
but planning is the key. Work has been ongoing in the garden for some time to produce what
will be a spectacular visit on Saturday 21st May. However to make this a successful fundraiser
we are hoping to include some stalls that will be of interest to visitors and this is where you
can help.
We plan to have a Craft Stall and we would appreciate it if you were able to supply home
made items for that stall which you think would sell at that time. The Craft Stall did very well
at the event in December and your help would be appreciated this time also. Maybe you have
taken up a new craft this past two years - please do tell us if you have and if you can donate
items to the stall.
Books with a particular theme would be much appreciated. We would like gardening, craft
and books for holiday reading if you wished to donate them. We got lots of books last time
but we hope to just deal with these seasonal themes for this event.
Regifting stall- as you know we have all got too much stuff and if you have any items that are
unused and surplus to your requirements we would be delighted to sell them at this stall and
help your storage problem at the same time.
A Gardening Quiz sheet will be available in the next few weeks and if you would like sheets to
sell that would be great- the prize is a super gardening hamper!
No Open Garden would be complete without a Plant Stall and if all you keen gardeners have
surplus plants or want to prepare some now for Saturday 21st May we would be delighted.
Other events are planned for the day but at this stage we are keeping them 'under wraps'
until we get confirmation.
The most important request is for people to help. We expect to need people during the time
leading up to the Open Garden, as well as stewards to help on the day with parking and all
the other jobs, and to dismantle stalls after the event. This would be much appreciated.
If you have any ideas you would like to share that you think might work, or if you can help,
do contact William, Doreen, Robert, Elizabeth or Muriel. Thank you all.

ST COLUMB’S SCHOOL OF MUSIC
St Columb’s School of Music is holding a Gala Concert in Saint Columb’s Cathedral on
Saturday 5th March.
The guest performers are MozART Group – a cabaret and comedy string quartet based in
Warsaw, Poland.
The Group is known for its unique approach of classical music.
This is the Group’s first visit to Northern Ireland.
You can purchase tickets online (www.stcolumbsschoolofmusic.com/events) or by calling in to
the School of Music (No. 1, Saint Columb’s Court, Londonderry) during opening hours
(Monday – Thursday, 3.00 p.m. – 9.00 p.m.).

New Mothers’ Union Chaplain

Bishop Andrew has appointed
The Reverend Liz Fitzgerald as the Diocesan
Chaplain of Mothers’ Union in Derry and
Raphoe, in succession to The Reverend
Canon Katie McAteer who stepped down
from the position after November’s ‘16 Days
of Activism’ Service at Saint Columb’s
Cathedral.
“Mothers’ Union is a vital part of our
ministry,” Bishop Andrew said, as he
announced the appointment. “MU is a force
for good. Its members make a positive
difference in people’s lives globally and at
home. They seek to transform communities
through the promotion of stable marriage, family life and the protection of children. They
radiate Christ in places where his light is most needed, such as women’s refuges and family
contact centres.
“I am thankful for Katie’s spiritual leadership of Mothers’ Union in our Diocese over the last
couple of years. During that time, the Covid-19 pandemic has made life extremely challenging
for many of our families and friends and neighbours; but despite the virus’s impact, our
Mothers’ Union has responded faithfully to Christ’s call and made its presence felt.
In particular, it has shown remarkable leadership in the campaigns against domestic and
gender-based violence.
“I am thrilled that Liz is following in Katie’s footsteps, now. Liz has already made a significant
contribution to Mothers’ Union’s ministry in Derry and Raphoe, and I’m confident that under
her guidance, and with God’s help, MU will continue to serve Christ faithfully and to bless
people's lives in our diocese.”

Free dial-in worship phone line during
coronavirus lockdown. Daily Hope is a free
resource for members who live in Northern
Ireland and the rest of the UK.
It offers a variety of music, prayers and reflections
as well as full worship services from the Church
of England at the end of a telephone line. To
listen to Mothers’ Union Midday Prayers – choose
option 4 and then option 8. The line – is available
24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up particularly with those unable to join
online church services during the period of restrictions in mind.

The Public Health Agency in Northern Ireland has put together a
super comprehensive booklet providing advice for people who
have experienced a bereavement during the
COVID-19 pandemic period.
Two other booklets are also available in this series – one dealing
with practicalities and the other a children’s story helping children
to cope with the death of a loved one.
These excellent resources can be downloaded at https://
www.publichealth.hscni.net/publications/covid-19-bereavementresources

THE LEPROSY MISSION PRAYER
Almighty Father, the giver of life and health, look mercifully on those who suffer from
leprosy.
Stretch out your hand to touch and heal them as Jesus did during His earthly life.
Grant wisdom and insight to those who are seeking the prevention and cure of the disease.
Give skill and sympathy to those who minister to the patients.
Reunite the separated with their family and friends.
And inspire your people with the task set before The Leprosy Mission that it may never lack
the staff or the means to carry on its healing work in accordance with your will and to the
glory of your holy name.
We ask this for the sake of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen.
THE CHURCH MISSION SOCIETY PRAYER
May the God of Light shine brightly on the CMSI family, bringing blessing to – and through staff, volunteers, members, mission personnel and Global Partners.
May the God of Life bring hope and renewal to those living in despair, in the places where
CMSI’s partners work.
May the God of Love bring healing and transformation to churches and individuals in Ireland
as they encounter Him afresh and engage in His work of mission.
May the God of Peace and Justice reign in our world.
May His Kingdom come on earth as in heaven. Amen.
A PRAYER IN THE TIME OF THE CORONAVIRUS
Almighty and All-loving God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, we pray to you through Christ
the Healer for those who suffer from the Coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic in Ireland
and across the world.
We pray too for all who reach out to those who mourn the loss of each and every person
who has died as a result of contracting the disease.
Give wisdom to policymakers, skill to researchers, comfort to everyone in distress and a
sense of calm to us all in these days of uncertainty and distress.
This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord who showed compassion to the outcast,
acceptance to the rejected and love to those to whom no love was shown. Amen.
(The Most Reverend Michael Jackson, Archbishop of Dublin and Bishop of Glendalough,
Primate of Ireland and Metropolitan).
A PRAYER FOR HOSPITALS, NURSING HOMES, DOCTORS AND NURSES
Almighty God, we lift before you all of our medical staff and professionals, carers,
community workers and those providing essential services.
We thank you for their commitment and dedication to sacrificially serve you.
We pray that your outstretched arms will embrace their helping hands on the frontline of
this pandemic.
Comfort and uphold them as they deal with the traumatic situations that they face.
Lord, give them strength and tenacity in their tiredness.
Protect them from infection and guard their families.
Father, encourage them with your gentleness and give them compassion and grace in how
they serve and lead. Amen.
(From ‘Hope in the Pandemic’ – Prayers during COVID-19)

Music List March 2022
Wednesday 2 Service for Ash Wednesday The Cathedral Chamber Choir
7.30pm
Communion Service William Mathias
Wash me thoroughly, S S Wesley
Sunday 6
11am

The First Sunday in Lent
The Service of Choral Eucharist (Order Two)
Communion Service Christopher Boodle
Lord for thy tender mercy’s sake, Richard Farrant

4pm

The Service of Choral Evensong
Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis in D major, E J Moeran
Lead me, Lord, S S Wesley

Sunday 13
11am

The Second Sunday in Lent
The Service of Choral Matins
Benedictus in C major C V Stanford
Pray that Jerusalem, C V Stanford

4pm

The Service of Evensong (said)

Sunday 20
11am

The Third Sunday in Lent
The Service of Choral Eucharist (Order One)
Communion Service in E Harold Darke
Panis Angelicus, Cesar Franck

4pm

The Service of Choral Evensong
Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis in B minor, Tertius Noble
A Song of Wisdom, C V Stanford

Sunday 27
11am

The Fourth Sunday in Lent - Mothering Sunday
Family Service
Peace between nations, Christopher Wiggins

4pm

The Service of Evensong (said)
Head Choristers’
Elliot and Joseph
would like to
thank
Mr Gerry Gallick
for getting both
the
Head Chorister
medals restored
to pristine
condition.
We really
appreciate this
kind gesture as
both medals are
now gleaming!

Happy birthday to

Lynsey Hewitt
From your family and all
your friends xxoo

Bible Readings for March 2022
DAY
Tuesday 1
Wednesday 2
Thursday 3
Friday 4
Saturday 5
Sunday 6
Monday 7
Tuesday 8
Wednesday 9
Thursday 10
Friday 11
Saturday 12
Sunday 13
Monday 14
Tuesday 15
Wednesday 16
Thursday 17
Friday 18
Saturday 19
Sunday 20
Monday 21
Tuesday 22
Wednesday 23
Thursday 24
Friday 25
Saturday 26
Sunday 27
Monday 28
Tuesday 29
Wednesday 30
Thursday 31

READING
Saint Luke 3:15-38
Saint Luke 4:1-13
Saint Luke 4:14-21
Saint Luke 4:22-37
Saint Luke 4:38-44
Saint Luke 9:37-50
Saint Luke 9:51-62
Saint Luke 10:1-16
Saint Luke 10:17-37
Saint Luke 10:38-11:13
Saint Luke 11:14-32
Saint Luke 11:33-54
Exodus 32:19-35
2 Samuel 12:15-23
1 Kings 19:1-18
Job 2:1-13
Psalm 38:1-22
Isaiah 53:1-12
Jeremiah 20:1-18
Proverbs 12:25
Saint Matthew 6:25-34
Saint Matthew 11:28-30
Romans 8:35-39
2 Corinthians 4:16-18
Philippians 4:6-7
1 Peter 5:7-10
Genesis 18:1-15
Saint Matthew 11:1-6
John 20:24-29
James 1:5-8
Psalm 34:1-7

THEME
Son of Adam, Son of God
Yearning for bread, testing vocation
Today it is coming true
Controversy and authority
The mutuality of ministry
A God who comes down
Getting rid of idols
Sheep among wolves
Go and do the same
Friends with God
Restoration
Seeing the light
Grief over sin
Death of David’s son
Elijah’s despair
Health of Job
Overwhelming guilt
Man of sorrows
Weeping prophet
Anxiety and the heart
Do not worry
All who are weary
Who shall separate?
Don’t lose heart
Don’t be anxious
Cast our anxieties
No laughing matter
You’ve got a friend
Body of proof
The eye of the beholder
Gazing into the sanctuary

The Bible readings are from ‘Fresh from the Word—the Bible for a change—2022’
produced by The International Bible Reading Association

27 March 2022

Partners in Prayer 2022
WEDNESDAY 2nd MARCH 2022 / ASH WEDNESDAY
THE WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY 6th MARCH 2022 / THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
The Anglican Church of Korea
The Most Reverend Peter Kyongho Lee,
Primate of Korea and Bishop of Seoul.
The Church of Ireland
The Most Reverend John McDowell, Archbishop of Armagh,
Primate of All Ireland and Metropolitan.
The Diocese of Connor. The Right Reverend George Davison.
The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe. The Right Reverend Andrew Forster.
The Parish of Tamlaghtfinlagan (Ballykelly) and Myroe.
The Reverend Canon Harold Given, Rector.

MISSION FOCUS – THE BIBLE SOCIETY IN NORTHERN IRELAND
We want everyone in Northern Ireland to have access to God’s Word and to be able to
engage with it in a way that helps them to deepen their relationship with their Creator.
In 2022, we launched our “Bibles for Babies” programme, a project that provides free,
age-appropriate Bibles to babies born in 2021 on their first birthday. This programme is
available to every child born and living in Northern Ireland who will have their first birthday
in 2022.
It aims to bless families, Christian and non-Christian, and encourage Bible reading from a
young age.
Anyone can sign a child up for a Bible, as long as the baby’s parent or guardian has given
permission for their information to be shared.
THE WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY 13th MARCH 2022 / THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
The Anglican Church of Melanesia
The Most Reverend Leonard Dawea, Archbishop of The Anglican Church of Melanesia,
Bishop of Central Melanesia.
The Church of Ireland
The Most Reverend John McDowell, Archbishop of Armagh,
Primate of All Ireland and Metropolitan.
The Diocese of Connor. The Right Reverend George Davison.
The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe. The Right Reverend Andrew Forster.
The Parish of Drumachose (Limavady). The Reverend Canon Aonghus Mayes, Rector.
MISSION FOCUS – THE BIBLE SOCIETY IN AUSTRALIA
Praise God for the many people who prayerfully and financially support Bible Society in
Australia.
Pray for the Bibles for Bubs programme, giving free Bibles to children all over the country.
Pray for the work among children, young people and their families.
THURSDAY 17th MARCH 2022 / SAINT PATRICK
SATURDAY 19th MARCH 2022 / SAINT JOSEPH OF NAZARETH
THE WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY 20th MARCH 2022 / THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
La Iglesia Anglicana de Mexico (The Anglican Church of Mexico)
The Right Reverend Enrique Trevino Cruz, Acting Primate,
Bishop of Cuernavaca.
The Church of Ireland
The Most Reverend John McDowell, Archbishop of Armagh,
Primate of All Ireland and Metropolitan.

The Diocese of Connor. The Right Reverend George Davison.
The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe. The Right Reverend Andrew Forster.
The Parishes of Castlerock and Dunboe. The Reverend Chris Mac Bruithin, Rector.
MISSION FOCUS – THE LEPROSY MISSION IN SUDAN
In Sudan, around 500 people are diagnosed with leprosy each year and many more live with
the long-term consequences of the disease.
Pray for leprosy contact tracing efforts in Sudan. It is hard to track the people who have been
in close contact with recently diagnosed leprosy patients because of stigma.
Pray that this will change and TLM Sudan will identify everyone who needs treatment.
FRIDAY 25th MARCH 2022 / THE ANNUNCIATION OF OUR LORD
THE WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY 27th MARCH 2022
THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT / MOTHERING SUNDAY
The Church of The Province of Myanmar (Burma)
The Most Reverend Stephen Than Myint Oo, Archbishop of Myanmar,
Bishop of Yangon.
The Church of Ireland
The Most Reverend John McDowell, Archbishop of Armagh,
Primate of All Ireland and Metropolitan.
The Diocese of Connor. The Right Reverend George Davison.
The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe. The Right Reverend Andrew Forster.
The Parish of Killowen, Coleraine. The Reverend Donard Collins, Rector.
MISSION FOCUS – THE BIBLE SOCIETY IN NEPAL
Pray for Bible Society projects that seek to reach those with disabilities, such as the audio
Bibles project.
Pray for Bible translation into native languages and for work among children.
THE WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY 3rd APRIL 2022
THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT / PASSIONTIDE
The Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion)
The Most Reverend Henry C Ndukuba
Metropolitan and Primate of all Nigeria, Bishop of Abuja.
The Church of Ireland
The Most Reverend John McDowell, Archbishop of Armagh,
Primate of All Ireland and Metropolitan.
The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe. The Right Reverend Andrew Forster.
The Parish of Camus-juxta-Bann (Macosquin)
The Reverend Paul Lyons, Rector. Mr Harry Caskey, Diocesan Reader.
MISSION FOCUS – THE BIBLE SOCIETY IN LIBERIA
The Church in Liberia is rapidly growing, especially in rural areas. Thousands of people are
coming to faith, and new churches are starting. This increase in church numbers has meant
an increase in the need for pastors; and while there are men willing to lead, they have very
little Biblical or theological training.
With this in mind, The Bible Society in Liberia is working alongside the local church to train
and equip pastors. It has developed a programme that helps them in areas of sermon
preparation, church administration and Bible study. It provides Study Bibles in local languages
to these pastors, ensuring that they are best prepared to lead a church.

Volunteers Needed - Foyle Hospice Charity Shops
In particular the following areas
Limavady Shop; Waterloo Place Shop; Strabane Shop
Do you have a few hours to spare a week?
Would you like to join our fantastic team of volunteers?
Meet new friends? Learn new skills?
And most importantly have fun while helping and supporting your local hospice.
If this is something that would interest you, please get in touch with
Rachael Osbourne, Volunteer Coordinator, Foyle Hospice, 61 Culmore Road, Londonderry
BT48 8JE (028 – 7135 1010) or email rachael@foylehospice.co

PASTORAL VISITING
For quite some time, due to the Coronavirus pandemic, Canon John Merrick and I have been
unable to visit you in your home, in hospital, nursing home or hospice.
If you would like us to visit you – adhering to the COVID-19 protocols – please let us know and
we will be more than happy to make that pastoral visit.

The Cathedral is now closed to
visitors/tourists for the Winter
period and will reopen again in
the Spring of 2022!

If you or a relative is admitted to, or discharged from, hospitals
or nursing homes please let Dean Raymond Stewart or The
Reverend Canon John Merrick know if you would like
a Pastoral Visit.
Under Data Protection (GDPR) we do not have access to the
Hospital Admission Forms, so we can only know that you are a
patient in a hospital or a nursing home if the Chaplain notifies us or if you or a relative notifies
us. Thank you for your co-operation.
As of Monday 24th May 2021
N.B. It is now possible for clergy to visit in care homes and hospitals, in addition to visits
from family members. All local restrictions and procedures should be followed, including,
in most cases, advance appointments for care homes.
Bishop Andrew Forster has advised the members of the ordained clergy:
I recommend that you contact hospitals and care homes in advance of visiting to confirm
local arrangements. A conversation with the family of a patient in advance of a visit may
also be worthwhile to alleviate any concerns on either side.

The Rector of Saint Augustine's Church, Londonderry,
The Reverend Nigel Cairns, has been appointed a Deputy
Lieutenant of the County Borough. The appointment was
made by Dr Angela Garvey, the Lord-Lieutenant of the
County Borough of Londonderry.
Deputy Lieutenants are expected to carry out public duties
on behalf of the Lord-Lieutenant. Nigel is pictured, with his
wife Alison, at 'the Wee Church on the Walls', where he
has been the Rector for the past two years.
We, in the Diocese, congratulate Reverend Nigel Cairns on
his appointment and wish him every success in fulfilling
these additional new duties.
The Diocese of Derry & Raphoe

The Dedication of a Memorial Plaque on Sunday 30th January 2022 to the memory of
The Right Reverend James Mehaffey, Bishop of Derry & Raphoe 1980-2002.

Obituary
Christine Margaret Edwards
th
4 January 1947 – 1st February 2022
We meet this morning with mixed feelings and emotions. There is a sense of sadness for you
the members of Christine’s family because in the death of Christine you have lost someone
whom you loved.
Someone who helped you along the journey of life. Someone who advised you, comforted
you and shared your joys and sorrows, your highs and lows. From today, that source of help
and support is no longer available to you as it was in the past. In a way, you are now required
to go out into the world on your own and to fend for yourself.
But there is also a sense of thanksgiving this morning as in this reflection and in the silence of
your own hearts you remember Christine – the different aspects of her life – as you remember
her as your older sister, the loving mother and the devoted grandmother and great
grandmother.
You are the people who are the best placed to reflect on Christine’s life because she has been
with you over many years. She has been the person who shared your joys and sorrows;
the person to whom you turned for advice or support. She has been your rock at all times.
Christine Margaret Edwards was born on 4th January 1947 – just over 75 years ago. She was
the eldest of nine children born to Ernest (Eddie) and Maureen Edwards. Her siblings are
Terry (deceased), Janice, Vanessa (deceased), Joanna, Vivien, Nigel, Diane and Paul.
After leaving school Christine, like many young girls and women in this City, found
employment in one of the many shirts factories that were a feature of life here a generation
ago. For Christine, it was in Tillie and Henderson’s Shirt Factory that she worked and where
she made her friends.
Her time here was short because just a few years later at the age of 18 years she moved to
England.
Away from home the work ethic that she had learned in this City enabled her to find
employment and for many years she worked in the Catering Industry, as a cook in many of the
well established hotels in England.
Married life gave Christine a family of six children – Shanta, Darryn, Zarah, Clare, Lisa and
Anthony.
For 31 years Christine made England her home base but she decided to return to Londonderry
and she set up her home here in Sperrin Park in 1996.
As the eldest of her family, I suspect that Christine was a kind of matriarchal figure. Someone
who cared for her siblings, her children, her 14 grandchildren and her one great grandchild.
And I suspect that all of you can rise up today and call her blessed. You can be proud to have
had her as your mother, as your sister, as your grandmother and great grandmother. Today, as
you say your earthly farewell to Christine, remember her with love. Give thanks for every
memory that you have of her. And I hope that you can echo the words of Saint Paul –
I thank my God every time I remember you.
There is sadness and there is thanksgiving in your feelings and emotions this morning.
But I believe that there is also a real sense of hope. You do not need to feel despondent,
lost and alone today. It will be natural for you to feel like this and to wonder how you are
going to face the future.
The Christian life is about hope, transformation, new life.
As we live our lives in the presence of Jesus, the Risen Lord, we can find that hope.
We are shown the reality that death is not the final curtain. It is not the final destiny for those
whom Jesus loves. It is a temporary parting of our ways, of our lives – but there will come a
time, there will come a day, when we will see our loved ones again. That will be a glorious day
– something to keep hoping and living for.
It is the thought of being re-united with those whom we love and have lost for a while that
can keep us from grieving endlessly and can enable us to move forward with our lives.

Fleckner
We remember the family and all of the relatives of Georgina Evelyn Fleckner (nee Townsley),
formerly of St Paul’s Court, Lisburn, who died, peacefully, at Lagan Valley Hospital, Lisburn
on Tuesday 25th January 2022.
Georgina was the beloved wife of the late Massey Fleckner, the loving mother of Ward,
Wayne, and the late baby Ryan Stalker, the daughter of the late John and Evelyn Townsley
(formerly of Strathfoyle, Londonderry) and the dear sister of Freda, Mildred, Margaret and
Jacqueline. Georgina was a sister of Freda McClements, Sperrin Park, Londonderry to whom,
and to whose husband Billy and their family, we also express our sympathy.

Hasson
We remember Mar Hasson and her family and all of the relatives of Luke Hasson a friend of Saint Columb’s Cathedral, Londonderry - who died on Monday 31st January 2022.
Luke was the beloved husband of Mar; the loving father of Sinead, Naomi, Aideen, Orla
and Lucy; the father-in-law of Bette, Gorka, Eoin, Paco and Wolfgang.
He was the much loved grandfather of Mikel, Daragh, Danel, Donncha, Naomi-Mar, Luke,
Isaac, Zoe and Finn, and the dearest brother of Paul, John, Declan and Ann.

Edwards
We remember the family and all of the relatives of Christine Margaret Edwards,
Sperrin Park, Nelson Drive, Londonderry who died, peacefully, at her home on
Tuesday 1st February 2022. Christine was the loving mother of Shanta, Darryn, Zarah, Clare,
Lisa and Anthony. She was a devoted grandmother and great grandmother.
She was the sister of Terry (deceased), Janice, Vanessa (deceased), Joanna, Vivien, Nigel,
Dianne and Paul.
A Service of Thanksgiving for the life of Christine Edwards was held at her home on
Friday 4th February 2022.
The service was conducted by The Very Reverend Raymond Stewart.
Following the service, there was a Service of Cremation at Lakelands Crematorium, Cavan.

Robinson
We remember the family and all of the relatives of Anita Robinson (nee Armstrong) –
a friend of Saint Columb’s Cathedral, Londonderry - who died on Tuesday 1st February 2022.
Anita was the beloved wife of the late Trevor; the loving mother of Sarah-Elizabeth; and the
dear sister of Ted and the late Dympna, Joe and Brendan. Anita (broadcaster, writer and
teacher) and her husband, Trevor who died on Friday 14th November 2014, were supporters
of many special services and events held in Saint Columb’s Cathedral.

Martin
We remember the family and all of the relatives of Margaret Ellen (Madge) Martin
(nee Murray), formerly of Upperlands and Claudy, who died, peacefully, at Brooklands
Nursing Home, Magherafelt on Wednesday 2nd February 2022.
Madge was the dearly beloved wife of the late (Reverend Canon) John Martin, the loving
mother of Murray and the mother-in-law of Louise. She was the devoted Nana of Alex and
Patrick. She was the sister of Mabel, Jimmy, Paul and the late Clive and Isobel.
Madge’s husband, Canon John Martin, was the Rector of The Parish of Cumber Upper
(Claudy) and Learmount, 1988-2004 / with Cumber Lower (Killaloo) and Banagher
from 1994. John was a Canon of Derry 2000-2004. He died on Saturday 15th May 2004.

Parish Register
Holy Baptism

“Go and make disciples of all nations
baptising them in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Sunday 28th November 2021
Harriet Elizabeth Todd,
the daughter of James Stephen Todd and Charlotte Elizabeth Bratton, Killee Road, Enniskillen.
Harriet’s godparents are Ciaran McClintock and Stephanie Burton.
At the end of The Rite of Holy Baptism Miss Muriel Hamilton, the People’s Churchwarden and
a member of The Templemore Branch of The Mothers’ Union, presented James and Charlotte
with a Dorcas Pack for Harriet.
Tuesday 11th January 2022
Aurora Love Ambrose,
the daughter of William Neal Ambrose and Rachel Elizabeth Love, Wentworth Street,
Randwick, Sydney, Australia.
Aurora’s godparents are Nick Dziemidowicz, Lydia Love and Stephanie Bleakley.
At the end of The Rite of Holy Baptism the Dean presented Bill and Rachel with a Dorcas Pack
for Aurora. (Aurora is a granddaughter of the late Elvin Love).
Sunday 30th January 2022
Joseph James Miller,
the son of James Barry Telford, Kildare Street, Ardglass, County Down and Shannon Teresa
Miller, Faulkner Court, Brigade, Londonderry.
Joseph’s godparents are Jamie Wallace and Michael Magee.
At the end of The Rite of Holy Baptism Miss Muriel Hamilton, the People’s Churchwarden and
a member of The Templemore Branch of The Mothers’ Union, presented James and Shannon
with a Dorcas Pack for Joseph.

Holy Matrimony

th

“Those whom God hath joined together let no one put asunder.

Friday 26 November 2021

Keith James Robinson, Ballymena, County Antrim and
Robynne Danielle Blair, Ballymoney, County Antrim.

Burial

th

“The Lord is my Shepherd.”

Friday 4 February 2022
Christine Margaret Edwards, Sperrin Park, Londonderry.
A Service of Cremation was held at Lakelands Crematorium, Cavan.

Canon Cecil Wilson

It is with sadness that we share news of the death on Sunday 20 February
of Canon Cecil Wilson. Our thoughts and prayers are with Barbara and the family circle.
The funeral was held in Down Cathedral on
Wednesday 23 February with burial in the adjacent
graveyard. Cecil was ordained deacon for the curacy
of Lurgan, St John, in 1969, remaining there until 1972
before serving a second curacy in Dromore Cathedral.
In 1975 he took a different direction in ministry and went
to work with CMS Ireland, first as Youth Secretary
(1975–80) and then as General Secretary (1980–2007).
In 2000 he became a Canon in the Chapter of Belfast
Cathedral. In retirement Cecil remained a dynamic
presence and was valued as an energetic and creative
colleague in the Lecale Area Mission Partnership (LAMP)
ministry team.

£
Thankoffering in memory of my beloved husband, Bishop James Mehaffey
From his wife Thelma

1,000.00

In memory of our parents, Jim & Emily Thompson
From Joy, Ann & Families

50.00

In memory of a dear friend remembered, Billy Wilson
From Billy Cairns
From Robert McGonigle & Family

20.00
20.00

In memory of Mrs Norma Glenn
From Sylvia & Trevor Cadden

25.00

In memory of our parents, Lavinia & Andrew Hetherington & Eva & George Robinson
From Mary & Harry Robinson
100.00
In memory of our parents, Walter William & Matilda Mary Horwill
(formerly of 20 Henry Street)
From Anthony & Charmaine

200.00

In memory of the McGahey Family (formerly of 54 Fountain Street)
Lizzie, Jimmy, Bella, Billy, Johnny, Tilly, Vera, Tony & Kitty
From Anthony & Charmaine

200.00

Donation to the Fabric Fund
From The Very Reverend Raymond Stewart
From the General Committee of the Apprentice Boys of Derry

500.00
50.00

Thankoffering for the Baptism of Joseph Miller
From the Miller Family

100.00

Pastoral Assistant: The Reverend Canon John Merrick B.A. H.Dip. Ed. D.A.S.E.

Tel: (028) 7126 7313

Saint Columb’s Cathedral Tel: (028) 7126 7313
Web Site: www.stcolumbscathedral.org

Saint Columb’s Cathedral
is open for Sunday Worship at 11.00am and 4.00pm
and Social Distancing Protocol will continue to be in place.
Organist & Master of the Choristers
Dr Derek Collins
Assistant Organist
Nicky Morton
Rector’s Churchwarden
Mr Ian Bartlett
(Email: ian.bartlett@btinternet.com)
People’s Churchwarden
Miss Muriel Hamilton
Hon Treasurer
Mrs Joanne Armstrong
Email: joanne@stcolumbs.net
Assistant Treasurer
Mr Alan Thompson 12 Torrens Avenue
(Email: alan@stcolumbs.net)
Miss Muriel Hamilton 28 Lansdowne Road
(All Donations/Thankofferings)

Parish Administrator
Robert McGonigle BEM
Tel: 07794666754
Email: robert@stcolumbs.net
Parish Secretary/Webmaster
Mrs Linda McGonigle
Email: linda@stcolumbs.net
Hon Secretary
Mrs Ray Mace Tel: 028 7134 4236
Sunday School Superintendent
Mrs Irene Hewitt
Email: irenechewitt@outlook.com

Safeguarding Trust Panel Members
The Very Reverend Raymond Stewart
Mrs Elizabeth Fielding BEM
Mr Malcolm Hewitt MBE

APRIL 2022 Magazine
Please submit your contribution/s to linda@stcolumbs.net
before 20 MARCH 2022
The Publication will be available from SUNDAY 27 MARCH 2022

