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The Dean
writes

………….

Dear Parishioners and Friends

‘Christianity is taught, not caught’. I’m sure that these
words are familiar to many of you and there is, of course,
a good deal of truth in these words.

We acknowledge the good work that is carried out week by week by Sunday Schools and
Children’s Ministry Groups. At the heart of their work is the desire to teach children and
young people the stories of the Bible and to help them to practice the lessons in their own
lives. We, also, acknowledge the good work that is carried out by The Bible Society. At the
heart of its work is the desire to provide the Word of God to people in many countries of the
world so that they can read in their own language the story of God’s saving grace. It is
through the Word of God that individuals begin to learn about God, Jesus and the Church
and to see the relevance of the words and stories for themselves.
It is said that the Bible is ‘the world’s best seller’. More copies of the Bible than any other
book are sold each year. Copies are presented as Sunday School prizes, Confirmation gifts
and wedding presents. It is also acknowledged that while people own a copy of the Bible
fewer people than in the past read it today. In many homes it remains on a bookshelf,
unopened and unread, gathering dust.
People’s knowledge of the Bible today is very limited. Have you ever noticed on a quiz show
that it is a question about the Bible that causes a contestant to stumble and to give an
incorrect answer?
The Bible is read at church services but it is not read regularly in private.
People who do not read the Bible regularly cannot learn the lessons of Christianity. So, when
it is said that ‘Christianity is taught’ we remain unconvinced of the validity of these words.
When it is said that ‘Christianity is caught’ there is, I believe, more evidence to support this
statement. This has happened so often through the actions and encouragement of an
individual. We may not remember the words that someone has spoken but his/her actions
can often inspire and challenge us. I know, personally, that my first steps of faith were taken
when I saw the simple actions of a senior Bishop of the Church. To this day I cannot
remember one word that he spoke but, over 50 years later, I can still remember the actions
that inspired me.
On the last day of November the Church remembers the apostle Andrew. Apart from what
we are told in Scripture nothing definite is known of Andrew’s life or achievements. His name
has been associated with Scythia, Thrace and Greece and it has been said that he suffered
martyrdom at Patros in Achaia on a diagonally shaped cross. According to one legend his
bones were finally laid to rest at Fife in Scotland.
Scripture gives us three important facts about Andrew.
He brought his brother, Peter, to Jesus (Saint John 1: 40-42).
In the story of the feeding of the 5,000 (Saint John 6: 8-9) Andrew brought the young boy
to Jesus.
In Saint John 12: 20-22 we read that Andrew brought the Greeks to Jesus.
On every one of these occasions Andrew is introducing someone else to Jesus.

Someone has said that more people are brought to Jesus, not through sermon preaching or
evangelical crusades, but through a personal contact with another Christian.
I am not denying that when the Bible is taught well a person’s faith can be ignited. He/she
can appreciate that what Jesus did on the Cross was for him/her and can be led to embrace
the Christian Faith for him/herself. But the words, the example, the encouragement of
someone who knows not only the Word of God but also the Person of God can also have a
life-transforming effect.

A story is told about a priest who was celebrating the 50th anniversary of his Ordination.
For this occasion he had invited his personal friend, Richard Burton, to come and recite his
favourite Psalm – Psalm 23. Richard Burton agreed to do this on the condition that the priest
would also recite it after him.
At the appointed time, Richard Burton stood and proclaimed the popular psalm with such
oratorical mastery that the congregation immediately applauded. And then this humble
pastor stood up and began to recite, from heart, this beloved psalm. After he had finished his
not nearly so professional recitation, the congregation was in awe, and some were moved to
tears.
Someone in the front pew with Richard Burton leaned over and asked him, “Why did people
loudly applaud you and yet were silently moved by the pastor?”
Richard Burton replied, “Because I know the Psalm but he knows the Shepherd.”
Yours sincerely

9-16 November 2020

Just as we had settled well into Sunday School with a good routine in
place the current restrictions came into place and we took our half term
break early. We plan to return on Sunday 8th November.
Our children have been completing their Sunday School lessons with
tasks completed at home, then sending in a picture ….. well done to all
those who have sent in the ‘Mazes’!

Some of the children also entered the SEEDS children’s art competition which was to capture
the Parable of the Sower in any art form ie. video, painting, playdoh or whatever they wished
and I am delighted to hear that entries were sent in from Sean, Ryan, Jake and Mark.
The work coming from the children is
fabulous so please keep them coming!
8th November
Remembrance Sunday
15th November
Sunday School only in Cathedral House
22nd November
Family Service – in Church
29th November
Sunday School only in Cathedral House
6th December
Sunday School only in Cathedral House
13th December
Children’s Christmas Celebration
Term ends
20th December
Holidays
27th December
Holidays
3rd January 2021
Holidays
10th January
Sunday School only in Cathedral House

Thank you Emma for this
excellent craft work!

This year I have been teaching in the Cathedral Sunday
School for 40 years and we have never in our children’s
lifetime had times like this. They were unable to visit
their grannies or grandas, unable to hug them, or even
help if they are sick. Not going to school and not playing
with their friends. We as adults find it hard enough and
yet our children are so resilient, and yet they still can be
worried. We look forward to the next term with
confidence in our teachers that we will always be here for
the children.
We will begin practising for our Children’s Christmas
Celebration in Church on our return.
Irene & the teachers

The Cathedral Magazine
Notes / Articles for the December 2020 / January 2021
issue of the Cathedral magazine
are due by Sunday 22nd November 2020.

At the Service of Morning Prayer on Sunday 25th October
Dean Raymond Stewart presented Certificates to four of our
senior choristers who are now moving on from the Boys’
Choir. Lukas has been a chorister for six years, Luke for six,
Mark for five and Leo for seven – a remarkable 24 years of
contribution to the musical life of Saint Columb’s Cathedral.
The boys have sung at so many important services over the
years: the ‘big occasions’ of Christmas and Easter, concerts
and recitals, recordings and broadcasts, installations,
weddings and farewells. We have our own favourite
aster
occasions, when the music has somehow meant more than
the sum of its parts, and the boys will move on with their
memories of the great events stored for ever. We thank
them of course for their help in preparing for these, but so too for the weekly services, the
midwinter evensongs which require the same effort and which they prepare for with the
same care. I know well that there have been times when other things have come up, and that
these boys have prioritised choir. Maintaining the routine of rehearsals twice a week and a
full calendar of services is not any longer a common thing, it is not a small thing, it is a rare
thing. The boys have given so much of their time and effort to the Cathedral over the years,
and have gained so much, not just in musical skills and experiences, but in friendship and fun
– and perhaps not least of all, they
have learnt dedication. I am so
grateful for their past help with the
music and am delighted that we
mark not only their leaving as
choristers but also their transition
to the Gentlemen of the Choir and
as they continue to sing in
Saint Columb’s.
Thank you boys. Derek Collins.

M

Sunday Service
Parishioners and friends can continue to watch and listen to the Morning Service on the
Cathedral Facebook page or by logging on to www.stcolumbscathedral.org and going to
Worship on the menu bar.

Wateraid
It has been a long time since Wednesday 26th February 2020
(the first day of Lent) until now, but, it is a delight to tell you
that £704 has been sent to Wateraid on your behalf as a
result of the ‘Jars of Change’ collection. It will make a big
difference to a lot of people to have running water in their
area. Many thanks to all those people who have contributed.

Harvest
It was sad that the Cathedral was not
decorated for the Festival but we
were delighted with your
contribution for the Food Bank.
As well as all the groceries received
we were able to pass on £125 in
donations. Thank you and well done!
The donations were much
appreciated.

The Service of the Installation of Canons
The Service of the Installation of The Reverend Samuel Robert Thomas Boyd, the Rector of
The Parish of Glendermott and Newbuildings, Londonderry and of The Reverend Katharine
Mary (Katie) McAteer, the Pastoral Director of The Grouped Parishes of Christ Church,
Londonderry, Culmore, Muff and Saint Peter, Londonderry was held in Saint Columb’s
Cathedral, Londonderry on Wednesday 7th October 2020.

Congratulations
The Dean, The Reverend Canon John Merrick and the members of
the Cathedral Chapter offer their congratulations to
The Reverend Canon Paul Hoey, the Rector of The Parish
of Faughanvale (Eglinton) who was awarded an MBE
(Member of the Order of the British Empire) in the
Queen’s Birthday Honours List ‘for services to the community
in Eglinton, Londonderry during COVID-19’.

The Dean, The Reverend Canon John Merrick and the members of
The Parish of Templemore also offer their congratulations to
parishioner Alan Warke who was awarded a BEM (Medallist of the
Order of the British Empire) ‘for services to the community in
Londonderry during COVID-19’.

The Reverend Canon Patrick Whitworth
The Reverend Canon Patrick Whitworth is a direct
descendent of the Earl Bishop, The Right Reverend
Frederick Augustus Hervey. Patrick’s grandmother, Alice
Hervey, was the great great granddaughter
of the Earl Bishop.
Patrick participated in the service in
Saint Columb’s Cathedral on Sunday 11th October.
Interesting fact supplied by Andrew Fielding U.S.A.
The Earl Bishop Hervey, in the 18th century, gave
Bellarena its Italian name which means 'beautiful sand'.

Remembrance Sunday
The customary Act of Remembrance will be held at
The War Memorial in The Diamond on
Sunday 8th November at 10.45 am.
We will then look forward to the service in the Cathedral
at the slightly later time of 11.30 am.
We remember with thanksgiving all who have given their
lives for our freedom in the two world wars and in more
recent conflicts.
At this service there will be a retiring offering for
The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal.

IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN!
Can’t believe it’s that time again but next month’s magazine – December – is a joint one
with January so don’t forget to include your birthday greetings, anniversaries etc. Thanks.

We recently made contact with all of our members and
it was good to personally speak to you all. This will be
ongoing monthly until we can resume our face to face
meetings.
We keep in our prayers all of our indoor members especially Maisie in Belfast with her
daughter Moyra; Joan, Carol and those who have been unwell at home. We pray that
Stephana will have a speedy recovery from surgery after a recent fall at home.
We pray for the families of past members who have been bereaved.

Dorcas Packs have been presented at
baptisms during these last few
months. We are thankful to Carol Bell
for providing the packs, which are
made with love and are. Accompanied
by a card, made by Linda, they are a
great keepsake of the occasion.

Our members are asked that if they are knitting at
present to knit small hats for the premature baby
ward at Altnagelvin Hospital. (Thank you to Carol for
hers - they are fab!)

We are also collecting toiletries to donate to the Foyle Women’s Aid, and our local
hospitals. This is due to take place in the week beginning the 16th November.
If you need them collected please contact Irene, Margaret or Pauline.
We will receive an individual Christmas pack, which will include:
• Derry & Raphoe Christmas Newsletter
• Families Worldwide
• 16 Days Prayer Diary
• Indoor Member Christmas cards, letters and gift – a hand held prayer cross.

Derry & Raphoe Diocesan Council will take place this year by Zoom for the
branch officers on Thursday 19th November.
We will update you at the first opportunity.
Irene, Margaret & Pauline

Bible Readings for November 2020
DAY

READING

THEME

Sunday 1
Monday 2
Tuesday 3
Wednesday 4

Romans 5:1-11
Psalm 9
Amos 5:18-24
Psalm 119:33-40

Thursday 5

Galatians 5:1, 13-25

Friday 6

Proverbs 31:17-21

Saturday 7
Sunday 8
Monday 9
Tuesday 10

Isaiah 40:1-11
Jeremiah 1:1-10
Jeremiah 1:11-19
Jeremiah 2:1-13

Suffering and hope: Desmond Tutu (1931-)
Living out justice: Dorothy Day (1897-1980)
The day of the Lord: Martin Luther King Jr (1929-68)
Reimagining our future: Abraham Joshua Heschel
(1907-72)
The life of freedom: William Wilberforce
(1759-1833)
Seeing Jesus in the vulnerable: Mother Teresa
(1910-97)
The love of a martyr: Oscar Romero (1917-80)
Jeremiah’s call
Seeing well
False gods fail to satisfy

Wednesday 11
Thursday 12
Friday 13
Saturday 14
Sunday 15
Monday 16
Tuesday 17
Wednesday 18
Thursday 19
Friday 20
Saturday 21
Sunday 22
Monday 23
Tuesday 24
Wednesday 25
Thursday 26
Friday 27
Saturday 28
Sunday 29
Monday 30

Jeremiah 4:19-31
Jeremiah 6:13-26
Jeremiah 8:22-9:11
Jeremiah 17:5-18
Jeremiah 18:1-11
Jeremiah 20:7-18
Jeremiah 26:1-15
Jeremiah 26:16-24
Jeremiah 27:1-15
Jeremiah 28
Jeremiah 29:1-14
Jeremiah 30:1-11
Jeremiah 30:12-22
Jeremiah 31:1-14
Jeremiah 31:15-30
Jeremiah 31:31-40
Jeremiah 32:1-15
Jeremiah 32:16-25, 42-44
Exodus 19:10-25
Leviticus 25:1-15

Shaking in anguish
No shame, no peace!
That I may weep
Heal me, O Lord
Made perfect by our Maker
I cannot stop speaking the Word
When worshippers do not want the truth
God raised intercessors
God is in charge of our leadership
Did God really say …..?
God has a good plan
Beginning again
God the healer
An everlasting love
Rachel’s tears
A new covenant
Money where your mouth is
Hope from the ashes
God’s holy mountain
Jubilee!

The Bible readings are from ‘Fresh from the Word—the Bible for a change—2020’
produced by The International Bible Reading Association

FOR REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

This poem is believed to have been written by a soldier serving
with the 10th Battalion Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, known as
“The Derrys”- two companies from the city and two from the
county. At the Somme they were part of the famous
36th Ulster Division which suffered calamitous losses. This is
a very poignant reminder of the terrible suffering they endured
and the sacrifices made.
“AT THE FIELD HOSPITAL – 2 JULY 1916”
Come closer, Bill, old comrade, I’m glad to have you here,
It does not seem so hard to die when one we love is near;
For as kids we played together – shot marbles on the Walls,
And as youths in good old Brandywell we used to kick the ball.
You’ll tell them in the dear old town, old Derry on the Foyle
That the boys who drilled with wooden guns were worthy of their soil.
But you’ll hardly need to tell them, e’er now the world has heard,
What the hardy sons of Ulster for their King and country dared,
How when ordered from the trenches, by just that one word “Go!”
With the war-cry “No Surrender” they quickly found the foe.
And onward dashed, from trench to trench, as streams the rushing tide,
The Fountain, Dark Lane, Rosemount and the lads from Waterside
Went onward, ever onward, their progress none could stay
They weren’t out goose-stepping nor singing “Dolly’s Brae”
But to clear the earth of him we hate – Lor’ how the Germans ran”
They hadn’t time to wait and see at “Omagh” or “Strabane”.
It may be someone blundered; the fault might have been our own,
But when we reached Trench No. 5 we found ourselves alone.
Alone and unsupported amidst a withering fire,
Yet we held our winnings gamely till the order came “Retire!”
I cannot, nor will any man, the stories ever tell
How caught in that triangle – it seemed the Mouth of Hell.
With comrades falling, falling, we formed as on parade
“You’ll fight a rearguard action”, was all our leaders said.
And in that rearguard action, Bill, I got the knockout blow,
And now I’ve got to travel the road that all must go.
When lying faint from loss of blood, I heard a brother call
“We cannot leave him here to die, where one goes, go we all”.
It was a chap from Monaghan, a loyal man and true.
He swung me ‘cross his shoulders, and said he’d see me through.
“Right, matey” then another said “Where one goes go we all,
I’ll help you, brother Ulsterman – I’m County Donegal”.
The Ulsters fought the rearguard, with many a hearty cheer
And the next thing I remember was being patched up here.
But I know the effort’s useless; I feel I’m going fast.
I see the new day breaking; for me ‘twill be the last;
I’ll ne’er again sit on the Wall of an evening calm and cool
To watch the youngsters playing “tig” around First Derry school.
I thought of “Derry Walls Away” when joining in the fight.
I said it was for Ulster – I wanted Right-Left-Right.
You’ll tell them in that dear old town, old Derry on the Foyle
That the men who guarded Ireland’s shores sleep ‘neath a foreign soil;
And when the news of victory comes and the old church bells they ring
They’ll raise a stone for those who fell for their country and their King.
Note: Omagh and Strabane are map references and Trench No. 5 is also factually accurate.

Derry City and Strabane District Council is launching ‘Windows to the Soul’ on
Sunday 1st November at 4.30pm.
This 30 minute video features Saint Columb’s Cathedral, Long Tower Church, First Derry
Church and Saint Augustine’s Church Here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bIa5rqX4oYk
You can also find the messages of hope here launching at 4pm:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BN_1Z0mqTr8 – Saint Columb’s Cathedral
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d3uSfyIiJMk – Saint Augustine’s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KCnQ2QYTPsQ – Carlisle Road Methodist
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H9kJacCPxno – Long Tower
Every year a First Light celebration is held at the close of the festival with light installations,
musical and choral experiences, prayers and meditations in the spirit of remembrance and
reflection for All Saints’ and All Souls’ Feast Days.
As First Light dawns on All Hallowtide, 1st November this year, it will be in the shadow of a
world that is experiencing a sense of loss in ways that were unimaginable to us all a year
ago. As with much of this year's Halloween programme, First Light has been adapted due to
Covid-19 and although we cannot come together in person, we’ve commissioned a series of
short videos that will enable us all to come together in spirit.
The videos have been produced and delivered by Kieran Griffiths with funding provided by
Council's Good Relations department. Entitled ‘Messages of Hope’ and ‘Windows to the
Soul’, these short films share a united sense of understanding, compassion and hope. Their
sentiment is particularly poignant given everything that our communities have had to endure
this year and the anticipation of what lies ahead of us this winter.
Set against a backdrop of beautiful music Church Leaders across the city will share words of
comfort and togetherness as they light candles to honour those souls lost to COVID-19 or for
any other reason this year.
The Council has also worked with the two Cathedrals in the city, Saint Eugene's and
Saint Columb's, to mark the traditions of All Saints’ on Sunday 1st and All Souls’ on
Monday 2nd November. There will be services in both Cathedrals which will be streamed
online, with choral performances by Joanna Higgins and Sally May Comey as well as special
messages of reflection and remembrance.
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Emily Fielding
Kali Dazell
Olivia Brown
Ewan Copestake
Harry Brown

WEDDING
CONGRATULATIONS
To HM Queen Elizabeth II
and her husband Prince
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh,
who will be married an
incredible 73 years on
20 November.

NAME THE WOMAN OF THE BIBLE IN THIS RIDDLE
She took the place of one who failed
Her husband’s wish to give
But then in God’s own plan she’s used
And caused a race to live.

For

Elizabeth & Kenneth Mills

JOKE CORNER - THE HIKERS
(OR BATTLE OF THE SEXES)
One day, Joe, Bob and Dave were hiking in a
wilderness area when they came upon a large,
raging, violent river. They needed to get to the other
side, but had no idea of how to do so. Joe prayed to
God, saying, "Please God, give me the strength to
cross this river." Poof! God gave him big arms and
strong legs, and he was able to swim across the river
in about two hours, although he almost drowned a
couple of times.
Seeing this, Dave prayed to God, saying, "Please God,
give me the strength and the tools to cross this river."
Poof! God gave him a rowboat and he was able to
row across the river in about an hour, after almost
capsizing the boat a couple of times.
Bob had seen how this worked out for the other two,
so he also prayed to God saying, "Please God, give me
the strength and the tools, and the intelligence, to
cross this river." Poof! God turned him into a woman.
She looked at the map, hiked upstream a couple of
hundred yards, then walked across the bridge.

ANSWER TO RIDDLE
The woman is ESTHER. As a Jewish
girl living under Persian rule, Esther
was kidnapped from the home of her
cousin (and foster-father) Mordecai
and taken into the harem of the king,
Xerxes. Taken by her beauty, he made
her his Queen and she was able to
stand up against the King’s chief
minister, Haman, to save her people
(the Jews) when he tried to have
them annihilated.

Once again, we are looking at the impact of Covid-19 on all of us. What can I
say folks, Just Stay Safe, we have to deal with this pandemic at the moment.
Remember there will be light at the end of the tunnel so never give up.
Certainly, if anyone needs a little extra help regarding food, errands,
a listening ear, free counselling please do not hesitate to contact me on
07808736927. I will certainly do my best so never feel alone.
I am delighted to say that we can continue supporting the community of the
Fountain and the young people during this recent outbreak. We have organised a Halloween
Garden and Window Competition, so at least that will allow the young people to decorate
their own patch and have a bit of fun during this lockdown . The judging will take place on
Saturday 31st October by none other than our latest recipient Alan Warke who was awarded
a BEM for services to the community. Alan volunteers at Cathedral Youth Club so I feel he is
worthy of this prestigious award.
Recently we organised Art Through Covid Exhibition in The Playhouse 16th - 18th September.
This Art Exhibition highlighted the excellent creative art and crafts which members of the
community put together during lockdown.
The work was excellent and a credit to all who exhibited their work. Of course, not forgetting
Dean Raymond Stewart who put pen to paper during the lockdown and wrote thought
provoking poems which were on exhibit at the exhibition.
Sadly we remember the late Reggie Donaldson whose funeral took place on Friday 9th
October. Reggie was a great friend of Cathedral Youth Club and enjoyed painting Seasonal
Murals with the young people which were on display in the Club. I really don't know how he
managed to carry on this amazing work with the kids as he was often heard shouting
(SHUT THAT DOOR, IT’S FREEZING IN HERE), and (Make me a cuppa tea). He was always
cheerful and often burst into song to cheer us all up. A gentleman and will be sadly missed
by all.
The senior members enjoyed cycling classes with Far and Wild in Saint Columb’s Park and
along the Riverbank. This is ongoing and encouraged the young people to get outdoors in a
safe environment. Although not so safe as poor Jay Holland fell off his bike and suffered a
broken arm. We wish him well but he is a real trooper and has not complained.
Renovations and extension of the Youth Club are still ongoing. The workmen, Hetherington
Builders, are doing a great job and are also very supportive to any change which we highlight.
I really appreciate all they do, and look forward to the final result.
Folks, I know we are in the middle of a pandemic but I can't help feeling so excited as we look
forward to a new Centre for all to enjoy in the future. Jeanette Warke MBE, Project Manager.

Volunteers Needed
Foyle Hospice Charity Shops
In particular the following areas
Limavady Shop
Waterloo Place Shop
Strabane Shop
Do you have a few hours to spare a week?
Would you like to join our fantastic team of volunteers?
Meet new friends? Learn new skills?
And most importantly have fun while helping and supporting your local hospice.
If this is something that would interest you, please get in touch with
Rachael Osbourne, Volunteer Coordinator, Foyle Hospice, 61 Culmore Road, Londonderry
BT48 8JE (028 – 7135 1010) or email rachael@foylehospice.com

Free dial-in worship phone line during coronavirus
lockdown. Daily Hope is a free resource for members
who live in Northern Ireland and the rest of the UK.
It offers a variety of music, prayers and reflections as
well as full worship services from the Church of England
at the end of a telephone line. To listen to Mothers’
Union Midday Prayers – choose option 4 and then
option 8. The line – is available 24 hours a day on
0800 804 8044 – has been set up particularly with those
unable to join online church services during the period of restrictions in mind.

If you or a relative is admitted to or discharged from a
hospital or a nursing home please let the Dean
or The Reverend Canon John Merrick know if you
would like a Pastoral Visit.
Under Data Protection (GDPR) we do not have access
to the Hospital Admission Forms so we can only know
that you are a patient in hospital if the Chaplain
notifies us or if you or a relative notifies us.
Thank you for your co-operation.

Please note that during the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic
Dean Raymond Stewart and Canon John Merrick are not permitted
to visit hospitals and nursing homes.
Please, however, inform us if you are admitted to a hospital
or to a nursing home so that we can pray for you.

Scripture Readings at Sunday Services
Parishioners might like to prepare for worship by reading the Scripture readings before they
come to church. The readings of the Sundays and Principal Holy Days are found in The Book of
Common Prayer, page 27 ff.
This year we follow the readings for Year A
Sunday 1st November 2020 – All Saints’ Day
8.00 am
Jeremiah 31: 31-34. Psalm 34: 1-10 (page 628). Revelation 7: 9-17. Saint Matthew 5: 1-12.
11.00 am (The Service of Holy Communion – Order Two)
Revelation 7: 9-17. Saint Matthew 5: 1-12.
4.00 pm
Psalm 148 (page 764). Psalm 150 (page 765). Isaiah 40: 27-31. Hebrews 11: 32 – 12: 2.
Sunday 8th November 2020 – The Third Sunday before Advent / Remembrance Sunday
8.00 am
Joshua 24: 1-3a, 14-25. Psalm 78: 1-7 (page 679). 1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18.
Saint Matthew 25: 1-13.
11.30 am (A Service for Remembrance Sunday)
Ecclesiasticus 44:1-15. Psalm 46 (page 644). Saint John 15: 9-17.
4.00 pm
Psalm 82 (page 687). Judges 7: 2-22. Saint John 15: 9-17.
Sunday 15th November 2020 – The Second Sunday before Advent
8.00 am
Judges 4: 1-7. Psalm 123 (page 744). 1 Thessalonians 5: 1-11. Saint Matthew 25: 14-30.
11.00 am (The Service of Holy Communion – Order One)
1 Thessalonians 5: 1-11. Saint Matthew 25: 14-30.
4.00 pm
Psalm 89: 19-37 (page 695). 1 Kings 1: 15-40. Saint Luke 9: 1-16.
Sunday 22nd November 2020 – The Sunday before Advent / The Kingship of Christ
8.00 am
Ezekiel 34: 11-16, 20-24. Psalm 100 (page 706). Ephesians 1: 15-23. Saint Matthew 25: 31-46.
11.00 am (Family Service with The Rite of Holy Baptism – Order Two)
Ezekiel 34: 11-16, 20-24. Psalm 100 (page 706) Saint Matthew 25: 31-46.
4.00 pm
Psalm 93 (page 700) 2 Samuel 23: 1-7. Saint Matthew 28: 16-20.
Sunday 29th November 2020 – The First Sunday of Advent (Readings for Year B begin)
8.00 am
Isaiah 64: 1-9. Psalm 80: 1-8, 18-20 (page 685). 1 Corinthians 1: 3-9. Saint Mark 13: 24-37.
11.00 am (The Service of Morning Prayer – Order One)
Psalm 80: 1-8, 18-20 (page 685). Isaiah 64: 1-9. Saint Mark 13: 24-37.
4.00 pm
Psalm 25: 1-9 (page 617). Isaiah 1: 1-20. Saint Matthew 21: 1-13.
Sunday 6th December 2020 – The Second Sunday of Advent
8.00 am
Isaiah 40: 1-11. Psalm 85: 1-2, 8-13 (page 690). 2 Peter 3: 8-15a. Saint Mark 1: 1-8.
11.00 am (The Service of Holy Communion – Order Two)
2 Peter 3: 8-15a. Saint Mark 1: 1-8.
4.00 pm
Psalm 40: 12-19 (page 638). 1 Kings 22: 1-28. Saint Matthew 11: 2-11.

Partners in Prayer 2020
Bishop Andrew writes …………
To pray for each other is a wonderful gift from God. Prayer not only
empowers the ministry of parishes across our dioceses; it also draws
us closer together as the family of God. It is always a blessing to
know that someone is praying for you.
In commending our diocesan prayer diary can I urge each one of us
to renew our commitment to prayer during 2020. I am more and
more convinced that it is only as we pray that we will know the
blessing of God in our dioceses.
‘Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness
be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything,
but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.’ Philippians 4: 4-7
+ ANDREW DERRY AND RAPHOE
THE WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY 1st NOVEMBER 2020
ALL SAINTS’ DAY
The Church of The Province of West Africa
The Most Reverend Dr Jonathan Bau-Bau Bonaparte Hart, Primate
Metropolitan, Church of The Province of West Africa;
Archbishop of the Internal Province of West Africa and Bishop of Liberia.
The Church of Ireland
The Most Reverend John McDowell, Archbishop of Armagh,
Primate of All Ireland and Metropolitan.
The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe. The Right Reverend Andrew Forster.
The Parishes of Gweedore (Bunbeg) with Carrickfinn, and Templecrone (Dungloe)
The Reverend Elizabeth (Liz) Fitzgerald, Bishop’s Curate-in-charge.
Miss Margret Boyd, Diocesan Reader.

MISSION FOCUS - The Bible Society in Azerbaijan
There is a shortage of Bibles in Azerbaijan. Many Christians and churches do not have enough
Bibles for those in their congregations, let alone to give when they evangelise to their
communities.
There are many new Christians who don’t have their own Bible.
To help meet this need The Bible Society is providing churches with Bibles as well as helping
to make Bibles affordable to buy. This enables Christians to have access to their own Bible,
many for the first time.
Bibles are provided in Azerbaijani and Russian, ensuring that as many people as possible can
read a translation in their heart language.
THE WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY 8th NOVEMBER 2020
THE THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
The Church in The Province of The West Indies
The Most Reverend Howard Gregory, Primate
Bishop of Jamaica and the Cayman Islands.
The Church of Ireland
The Most Reverend John McDowell, Archbishop of Armagh,
Primate of All Ireland and Metropolitan.

The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe. The Right Reverend Andrew Forster.
The Parishes of Ardara, Glencolumbkille, Glenties, Inniskeel (Portnoo) and Lettermacaward
The Reverend Robert Wray, Bishop’s Curate-in-charge.
The Reverend Michael Classon, Auxiliary Priest.
MISSION FOCUS - Church Mission Society in Rwanda
Pray for the 55 pastors – working in parishes, schools and health centres in The Diocese of
Shyogwe – who are currently not being paid because the churches are closed, with no
offerings coming in. So far, only 6 out of 36 parishes have been able to meet strict
government guidelines for expensive hand-washing facilities, masks, temperature check
machines, etc.
THE WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY 15th NOVEMBER 2020
THE SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT
The Church of Ceylon (Extra-Provincial to the Archbishop of Canterbury)
Father Dushanta Rodrigo, Bishop-designate of Colombo.
The Right Reverend Keerthisiri Fernando, Bishop of Kurunegala.
The Church of Ireland
The Most Reverend John McDowell, Archbishop of Armagh,
Primate of All Ireland and Metropolitan.
The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe. The Right Reverend Andrew Forster.
The Parishes of Inver, Mountcharles, Killaghatee (Dunkineely) and Killybegs
The Reverend Lindsey Farrell, Bishop’s Curate-in-charge,
Mrs Georgina Armstrong, Diocesan Reader.
MISSION FOCUS - The Leprosy Mission in Sweden
Thank God for the Board of TLM Sweden and for the members’ willingness to lead the work.
Pray for wisdom in leadership and courage for new steps and initiatives.
THE WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY 22nd NOVEMBER 2020
THE SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT / THE KINGSHIP OF CHRIST
The Church of Bermuda (Extra-Provincial to the Archbishop of Canterbury)
The Right Reverend Nicholas Dill, Bishop of Bermuda.
The Church of Ireland
The Most Reverend John McDowell, Archbishop of Armagh,
Primate of All Ireland and Metropolitan.
The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe. The Right Reverend Andrew Forster.
The Parishes of Drumholm (Ballintra), Kilbarron (Ballyshannon) and Rossnowlagh
The Reverend Canon Brian Russell, Rector.
Mrs Esther Russell, Diocesan Reader.
MISSION FOCUS - The Mission to Seafarers in Townsville, Queensland, Australia
Pray for Mr Graham Miller (Manager).
THE WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY 29th NOVEMBER 2020
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
The Lusitanian Church (Extra-Provincial to the Archbishop of Canterbury)
The Right Reverend Jorge Pina Cabrai – Bishop of The Lusitanian Church.
The Church of Ireland
The Most Reverend John McDowell, Archbishop of Armagh,
Primate of All Ireland and Metropolitan.
The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe. The Right Reverend Andrew Forster.
The Parishes of Donegal, Killymard, Lough Eske and Laghey
The Venerable David Huss, Rector. Miss Nuala Dudley, Diocesan Reader.

MISSION FOCUS - Church Mission Society in Uganda
Uganda is preparing for presidential and parliamentary elections early next year.
Pray that the campaign period may be free from violence and that the Church would be a
prophetic voice during the whole process.
Pray too for a deep hunger for God and His Word in the Ugandan Church.
MONDAY 30th NOVEMBER 2020 - SAINT ANDREW

THE WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY 6th DECEMBER 2020
THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
The Reformed Episcopal Church of Spain (Extra-Provincial to the Archbishop of Canterbury)
The Right Reverend Carlos Lopez-Lozano, Bishop of Spanish Reformed Episcopal Church.
The Church of Ireland
The Most Reverend John McDowell, Archbishop of Armagh,
Primate of All Ireland and Metropolitan.
The Dioceses of Kilmore, Elphin and Ardagh. The Right Reverend Ferran Glenfield.
The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe. The Right Reverend Andrew Forster.
The Parishes of Stranorlar, Meenglass and Kilteevogue.
The Reverend Adam Pullen, Rector.
MISSION FOCUS - The Bible Society in Kenya
All school children in Kenya have a weekly religious education lesson. The local church and
Christian organisations are invited to come and teach the children from the Bible. However,
most do not have access to a copy of the Bible during the lessons and their families are too
poor to buy a copy.
The Bible Society of Kenya is addressing this need by delivering Scriptures to children from
disadvantaged backgrounds. They have been distributing Bibles for 5 years and have reached
many children and their families. The children are able to read the Scriptures to their families,
sharing God’s Word with them.

A Prayer in the Time of the
Coronavirus
Almighty and All-loving God, Father, Son and
Holy Spirit, we pray to you through Christ the
Healer for those who suffer from the
Coronavirus Covid-19 in Ireland and across the
world. We pray too for all who reach out to
those who mourn the loss of each and every
person who has died as a result of contracting
the disease. Give wisdom to policymakers, skill to researchers, comfort to everyone in
distress and a sense of calm to us all in these days of uncertainty and distress.
This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord who showed compassion to the outcast,
acceptance to the rejected and love to those to whom no love was shown. Amen.
(Archbishop Michael Jackson, Dublin and Glendalough).

A Prayer for Healthcare Workers
Thank you, our Father, that your love has been the spur which has sent men and women with
medical training to many places where sickness and disease are endemic.
Strengthen them when they work long hours with little rest.
Guide them when they lack equipment and medicines. Sustain them when they are tired.
Encourage them when they are depressed. Protect them when they are in danger.
Augment their skills with your healing power. That their loving service may bear witness to
the Saviour who brings wholeness to a sick world. Amen. (Michael Saward).

Tribute
Mrs Gladys Bigger 4th February 1928 - 11th October 2020
Mr David Bigger 21st June 1929 - 15th October 2020
It is with deep sadness that we learned of the death of Gladys on Sunday 11 October 2020,
followed by her husband David on Thursday 15 October.
They were interred together in Claudy on Sunday 18 October at
a service conducted by The Reverend Canon John Merrick.
Gladys and David were a very gentle couple each with many
skills and talents which they often used in the service of the
Church.
We remember David for his service to the Cathedral Choir as a
Bass singer. He was also a gifted pianist and is recalled on a
Friday night after the choir practice hurrying away to a regular
engagement to entertain guests in an eating establishment! He
was a founding member of ‘The Friends’ of Saint Columb’s
Cathedral’ and kept meticulous records and on occasion gave
the Spring Lecture to the members. You can imagine how
interesting these were as he had a very extensive knowledge of
local history.
David was always interested in parks, gardens and plants which
developed through his work in charge of the Parks and
Cemeteries in the city. He also chose trees which were planted
in the grounds of the Cathedral and are still flourishing today.
Being an avid collector David loved receiving ‘special finds’ that
people passed on to him. These included a collection he kept of
all the special services held in the Cathedral which is a valuable
historical record. He has been most generous contributing and
loaning artefacts for recent exhibitions, the last being the
Photographic Exhibition when he attended the official opening.
Gladys in the early years worked in Sydney Campbell’s chemist shop, Bishop Street and was
often met after work by David. In the Cathedral we remember Gladys for her perfect
needlework. We marvelled at the time and patience it took to complete. Parishioners who
have acquired Gladys’s handiwork have treasured it as something special. She was by nature
a very quiet person but supportive of any events being held.
One of David’s many interests was history and he and Gladys were founder members of the
North West Historical Society which they faithfully supported over many years until ill-health
intervened. They were also members of the Donegal Historical Society.
David and his friend, the late Terence McDonald, were responsible for saving the large
photographic archive of the Derry Standard newspaper which was on the brink of being
dumped. In 1990 they published a book “In Sunshine or in Shadow” which contained an
interesting selection of the images. The Standard’s archive is now in the care of NI Libraries.
His interest in photography included collecting many other images of local scenes including
a fascinating archive of colour slides of Donegal which were taken in the 1950s/60s
by Ludwig Schenkel.
Gladys and David were a very close couple and are not divided in death. Our sincere
sympathies go to their family and friends - we have indeed lost two good
“Friends of Saint Columb’s Cathedral”.
‘David was a wonderful bass singer and sang in the Cantorias side,
opposite Bertie Reynolds. He was a wonderful friend and enjoyed singing
at Winchester Cathedral. A very modest man and liked by everyone in the choir.’
Ivan Dunne (fellow Gentleman of the Choir)

Lindsay
We remember Phil Lindsay and his daughter Debbie and all of the relatives of Gwen Lindsay
(nee Montgomery), Kildoag Road, Londonderry who died at her home on
Friday 25th September 2020.
Gwen was the daughter of Lexie and Olive Montgomery, The Fountain, Londonderry, the
sister of Margaret, the sister-in-law of Charlie Williams and the aunt of Carla and Alan,
Woodburn Park, Londonderry; the sister of Zara, the sister-in-law of Jeremy Foster and the
aunt of Farrah, Jasmine and Safia, Westlake, Enagh; and the sister of Alan (deceased) –
to whom we also express our sympathy.

Gallagher
We remember the family – Margaret Lapsley, Rob and his wife Avril and Stephen and his wife
Marlene and their families - and all of the relatives of Phyllis Gallagher (nee Stewart),
Greenhaw Lodge Care Centre, Racecourse Road, Londonderry (formerly of Springfield Road,
Culmore, Londonderry) who died on Tuesday 29th September 2020.
We, also, remember Phyllis’ grandchildren and great grandchildren, Stewart, Clare, Sarah,
Robert and Gilly.
Prayers were said by The Reverend Canon John Merrick in W J 0’Brien and Son, Funeral
Directors, Clooney Road, Eglinton on Thursday 1st October 2020. He also conducted the
Service of Committal in The City Cemetery, Londonderry.

Donaldson
We remember the family – Andrew and Gordon – and all of the relatives of
Reginald Kyle (Reggie) Donaldson, Kennedy Street, Londonderry who died on
Wednesday 7th October 2020. We, also, remember Reggie’s daughter-in-law Margaret,
his grandchildren and great grandchildren.
Reggie was the husband of Catherine (Renee) Donaldson (nee Holland) – deceased.

Bigger
We remember the family – Robert and his wife Ruth and Hester and her husband Drew and all of the relatives of Gladys Bigger, Durham Park, Londonderry who died at Altnagelvin
Hospital, Londonderry on Sunday 11th October 2020 and of her husband David who died at
Altnagelvin Hospital, Londonderry on Thursday 15th October 2020.
The Service of Committal for David and Gladys was conducted at Upper Cumber Cemetery,
Claudy on Sunday 18th October by The Reverend Canon John Merrick.

FABRIC FUND
In loving memory of Mrs Ruth McCaul
From John Colhoun
In loving memory of Eric Bradley
From John Colhoun
In loving memory of Sir John McFarland
From John Colhoun
In memory of Gwen Lindsay (nee Montgomery)
From Muriel Hamilton
In loving memory of Gwen Lindsay, daughter of Lexie & Olive Montgomery
From John Colhoun
In memory of David & Gladys Bigger
From The Friends of Saint Columb’s Cathedral
From Muriel Hamilton
From Ian Bartlett
From John Colhoun
Donation
From Ken Gamble
Baptismal Thankoffering on the occasion of the baptism of Alex Kieron Devlin
From his parents James & Lauren Devlin
From Granny & Granda, Eileen & Victor Montgomery
From Great-Granny Aimiee Moore

£
20.00
20.00

30.00
20.00
12.00
50.00
25.00
50.00
20.00
200.00
50.00
50.00
50.00

Parish Register
Holy Baptism

“Go and make disciples of all nations
baptising them in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Wednesday 28th October 2020 Alex Kieron Devlin, the son of James Gerard and
Lauren Nicole Devlin, Bush Manor, Antrim.
Alex’s godparents are Natalie Norris, Chris Montgomery and John Devlin.
At the end of The Rite of Holy Baptism Miss Muriel Hamilton, People’s Churchwarden and
a member of The Templemore Branch of The Mothers’ Union, presented James and Lauren
with a ‘Dorcas Pack’ for Alex.

Burial

st

Thursday 1 October 2020

Sunday 18th October 2020

“T he Lord is my Shepherd.”

Phyllis Gallagher, Greenhaw Lodge Care Centre,
Racecourse Road, Londonderry (formerly of Springfield Road,
Culmore, Londonderry).
The City Cemetery, Londonderry
Gladys Bigger, Durham Park, Londonderry
David Bigger, Durham Park, Londonderry
Upper Cumber Cemetery, Claudy
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