


Dear Parishioners and Friends 
This month the magazine is smaller in size. Its contents 
have been greatly reduced and, of course, you don’t get a 

hard copy to read. However, you are now reading it on-line and  
I hope that it will still keep you in touch with the Cathedral and help you to think about 
people around the world and in our own communities. 
I want to thank Linda McGonigle who does such a great work in putting the magazine 
together – usually in the Parish Office but this month in her own home. It is encouraging 
always to hear how much many of you enjoy reading the magazine and of how some of you 
read it from cover to cover many times!  
 
This month my letter is in three parts. I want to allow all of you to read again, or perhaps for 
the first time, words that I have written in recent days. I hope that these words of 
encouragement and advice will help you in these days of uncertainty and distress. 
 
There is a large notice pinned to the gates at Saint Columb’s Cathedral.  
It reads – Saint Columb’s Cathedral is closed for the foreseeable future. This closure is the 
direct consequence of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic that has been spreading 
throughout the world for the past few months. 
 
We need to protect our parishioners, the members of the Cathedral staff, and the members 
of the public from contracting this deadly and life-threatening disease. It is a deadly and  
life-threatening disease – because at present there is no known cure – especially for people 
over 70 years of age and those who have underlying health issues. 
 
The closure of Saint Columb’s Cathedral has never been known in living memory. Even during 
the war years the Cathedral was, I believe, open and public acts of worship were conducted 
on a daily and weekly basis. 
People will have heard the stories of how during the Siege of Derry in the late 1600’s Saint 
Columb’s Cathedral was an important place of worship for Anglicans and Presbyterians. So, 
for many people, the sight of our beloved Cathedral and the Mother Church of The Diocese of 
Derry closed for the foreseeable future is particularly distressing. I have to say that, 
unfortunately, the closure of the Cathedral may continue for weeks or months – no-one 
knows or can predict when the pandemic will have run its course – but I want to assure you 
that at some time in the future Saint Columb’s Cathedral will re-open and great will be our 
rejoicing on that day. 
 
The gates of the Cathedral may be locked and the doors of the Cathedral may be closed today 
but I want to assure you that the Church has not gone away. Ministry to you and your 
families will continue, albeit in a new and non-traditional way. 
I want you to know that myself and Canon John Merrick have not gone away and we will be 
available to minister to you and your family as we have been doing in the past. We will not be 
able to minister to you face to face or in your home, hospital ward or nursing home for some 
time but we can and will minister to you from a distance – from our own homes via the 
telephone or email contact.  Canon John and myself will, hopefully, be able to contact you 
regularly by telephone to chat with you and, very important, to pray with you. If you wish to 
contact either of us here are our contact details. 
Dean Raymond Stewart – Tel. 7126 2746 / email deanofderry@stcolumbs.net 
Canon John Merrick – Tel. 00353 74 9136 971 
 
We will be thinking of you and praying for you regularly. 
To those who have access to social media, please keep in regular contact with the Cathedral 
Facebook page. 

      The Dean 
       writes…………. 



Linda McGonigle and I will provide up to date information, diocesan and parish news, and 
help to keep you informed about things that you may need to know. 
I plan to provide An Order of Service for each Sunday so that you can follow the service on 
your own or with your spouse or with a member of your family. This will be available on the 
Cathedral Facebook page. 
Go to www.stcolumbscathedral.org and click on Worship on the menu bar. 
 
I have been reminded over the past days of one of my favourite definitions or descriptions of 
the Church. It is from the pen of The Reverend Canon David Edwards, one-time Dean of 
Norwich and Provost of Southwark Cathedral. Over 40 years ago he wrote a book ‘What 
Anglicans Believe’ and in this book he defines or describes the Church. He begins, not by 
saying what the Church is but, by saying what the Church is not. So, he says that the Church is 
not a building. It is not the bishops and the clergy. It is not the liturgy or a set of rules and 
regulations. Then, in just four words, he tells us what the Church is. THE CHURCH IS PEOPLE.  
In all of the uncertainty and distress of these present days please pray for one another.  
 
One of our parishioners has told me that as she is unable to go out she sits at home and 
prays.  She is exercising a Ministry of Prayer in which she thinks of her friends and neighbours. 
 Self-isolation should not stop us from living.  Many of us will not be able to go out to our 
places of work. Life has changed dramatically for all of us.  We will find that we have more 
time on our hands and I would encourage you to use this time to pray for one another. For 
example, read the Daily Office in The Book of Common Prayer (page 84) every day at  
10.30 am.  Remember the clergy, the Readers, the people of the parish. 
 
Our friends of the Roman Catholic Church have a very helpful tradition. They stop and pray at 
12.00 noon  and at 6.00 pm every day. I would encourage us to do the same. Every day, if 
possible, at 12.00 noon and at 6.00 pm stop and pray. Think of the person who sits beside you 
in church whom you will not see for some time. Think of the family who lives across the road 
from you. Let us surround one another in a spirit of prayer. 
 
The Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic is affecting every one of us but we must not allow it to 
cause us to lose hope. A Christian is a person of hope. Let us put our faith and trust in God 
and support one another daily in prayer.  

All my hope on God is founded; he doth still my trust renew. 
Me through change and chance he guideth, only good and only true. 

God unknown, he alone calls my heart to be his own. 
 
When I look out of the windows of the Deanery I can clearly see the walls of the Cathedral.  
When I get bored of sitting in the Deanery I am able to go out and walk around the Cathedral 
grounds.  In recent days I have been reminded of the familiar words on the Foundation Stone 
inside the entrance door of the Cathedral; “If Stones could speak ….”. If the stones of this 
Cathedral Church that all of us love so much could speak what stories they could tell! 
As we face weeks and, perhaps, months of social isolation, of confinement to our homes, of 
the curtailment of our ‘normal’ way of life the stones of Saint Columb’s Cathedral speak to 
me of days and events that have passed and of how the Church and her people survived 
terrible events in the past.  The Siege of Derry. Two World Wars. ‘The Troubles’. All of these 
international and national crises affected our community – but it survived. 
I believe that the Cathedral Church family – of which you are a member – is a brave, 
courageous and resilient group of people. All of us are frightened of the silent killer that is 
spreading its tentacles everywhere.  Life has changed for all of us and will be particularly 
difficult for those who live alone or who are unable to have face to face contact with their 
loved ones. 



In normal circumstances we all have a routine in life. This has now changed because we are 
living in abnormal times. Yet, I believe that we need to keep or to re-establish a daily routine 
so that we do not become depressed. 
I heard Terry Waite on the radio recently saying that, in the early days of his captivity when he 
was in solitary confinement, he pressed his trousers every night by putting them under his 
mattress and, that to the amusement of his captors, he asked for polish to polish his shoes. 
He tried to maintain a routine that would get him through difficult days. 
I believe that all of us should do something similar. Make a point of getting out of bed every 
day. Get dressed. Don’t spend the day wearing pyjamas and a dressing gown! Make a point, if 
you can, to telephone your friends. See how they are getting on. 
 
We need to maintain a pattern of prayer. Bishop Andrew Forster, in his broadcast on  
Sunday afternoon (22nd March) offered this piece of advice. If you don’t pray or are not 
accustomed to praying or have got out of the habit of praying, begin now. If you do pray,  
then pray like you have never prayed before! 
Commit this frightening and unfolding situation to God. Tell Him of your deep worries and 
concerns.  Let Him take your burden from you and be assured that He hears you. 
Saint Peter tells us (1 Peter 5: 7) ‘Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you’. 
 
The story of the Stilling of the Storm (Saint Luke 8: 22-25) is familiar to all of us. 
Read it again for yourself and notice the following – 
There was a severe storm, so severe that it threatened the lives of Jesus’ disciples. 
They felt themselves to be in danger. 
Where was Jesus when all of this was happening? 
He, also, was in the boat. He was experiencing the same dangers as His friends. 
Please remember – keep reminding yourselves – that in the midst of the present situation 
God has not forgotten us. He lives amongst us and knows the fears and anxieties of His 
children. He will be with us at this time and in the days to come. 
His promise is true for all time: I will never leave you or forsake you. 
I pray that His promise of love and protection will re-assure all of us in these days of 
uncertainty and distress. 
 
And a final thought as of Thursday 26th March 2020. 
One of the Bible readings this morning in the Daily Office was 1 Corinthians 12: 12-26.  
Saint Paul speaks about the Church as the Body of Christ and he explains that as in the human 
body each and every part is important and has its place and role and job to do so it is in the 
Church.  Every member is important and has a role to play. He makes it clear that we are 
dependent on one another. 
When I read these verses this morning the words of verse 26 – If one member suffers, all 
suffer together with it – made a big impact on me. How appropriate and relevant they are in 
the present days of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.  This pandemic is a worldwide, 
global disease. It has affected every continent, country and community. It has filled every 
home and every family with fear and anxiety. 
 
It is, therefore, so important that every one of us adheres to the advice that we are hearing 
many times every day. WASH YOUR HANDS. STAY AT HOME. OBSERVE SOCIAL DISTANCING. 
If we stay at home, where possible; if we practice safe distancing, where possible;  then we 
are protecting ourselves and other people. 
The next few weeks and months will be difficult for all of us. We must remember as we are 
being told – WE ARE ALL IN THIS TOGETHER.  
So, let us support one another, let us pray for one another, let us talk to one another by 
telephone or by using social media, because we are children of the same heavenly Father, 
brothers and sisters together. 



When I needed a neighbour, were you there, were you there? 
When I needed a neighbour, were you there? 
And the creed and the colour and the name won’t matter, were you there? 
 
God Bless and Stay Safe. 

 
If you or a relative is admitted to or discharged from a 
hospital or a nursing home please let the Dean or The 
Reverend Canon John Merrick know if you would like  
a Pastoral Visit.  
 

Under Data Protection (GDPR) we do not have access 
to the Hospital Admission Forms so we can only know 
that you are a patient in hospital if the Chaplain 
notifies us or if you or a relative notifies us.   
Thank you for your co-operation. 

 
 

Please note that during the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic  
Dean Raymond Stewart and Canon John Merrick are not permitted to 

visit hospitals and nursing homes.  
Please, however, inform us if you are admitted to a hospital or to a 

nursing home so that we can pray for you. 

Confirma ion 2020 

The Right Reverend Andrew Forster, the Bishop of The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe,  
will visit Saint Columb’s Cathedral on Sunday 28th June 2020 at 11.00 am to administer  
The Rite of Confirmation.  
Parishioners (young people and adults) who wish to be presented for Confirmation should 
give their names  
to the Dean or to The Reverend Canon John Merrick. 
Young people who wish to be confirmed –  
Must be baptised members of the Church. 
Must be 13 years or over on 28th June 2020. 
Must attend Sunday School and Church regularly. 
Must attend every meeting of the Confirmation Group. 
(A note signed by his/her parent/guardian must be given to the Dean or to The Reverend 
Canon John Merrick to explain non-attendance). 
Must complete all work sheets. 



April Services/Events 
Due to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic and the restrictions on our activities set by the 
Government,  Saint Columb’s Cathedral remains closed for the foreseeable future.  
All services and events have been either cancelled or postponed. 

 
Scripture Readings at Sunday Services 

At a meeting of the Bible Study Group recently I was encouraged to hear that parishioners 
appreciate receiving the Order of Service on Sunday in which the text of the Scripture 
readings are printed. This enables members of the congregation to follow the readings as 
they are being read and, also, to take the Order of Service home and to read the readings 
again. 
Some parishioners might like to prepare for worship by reading the Scripture readings 
before they come to church. The readings of the Sundays and Principal Holy Days are found 
in The Book of Common Prayer, page 27 ff. This year we follow the readings for Year A. 
 

Sunday 5th April 2020 – The Sixth Sunday in Lent / Palm Sunday 
8.00 am       
Isaiah 50: 4-9a      Psalm 31: 9-16 (page 624)      Philippians 2: 5-11      Saint Matthew 21: 1-11 
11.00 am       
Saint Matthew 21: 1-13    Saint Mark 14: 32-42  Saint Mark 14: 43-52     Saint Mark 14: 53-65 
Saint Mark 14: 66-72      Saint Mark 15: 1-15      Saint Mark 15: 16-20      Saint Mark 15: 21-32 
Saint Mark 15: 33-41      Saint Mark 15: 42-47 
4.00 pm       
Psalm 80 (page 685)      Isaiah 5: 1-7      Saint Matthew 21: 33-46 
 

Sunday 12th April 2020 – Easter Day / The First Sunday of Easter 
8.00 am       
Acts 10: 34-43    Psalm 118: 1-2, 14-24 (page 730)      Colossians 3: 1-4      Saint John 20: 1-18 
11.00 am       
Acts 10: 34-43      Saint John 20: 1-18 
4.00 pm       
Psalm 114 (page 727)      The Song of Solomon 3: 2-5; 8: 6-7      Saint John 20: 11-18 
 

Sunday 19th April 2020 – The Second Sunday of Easter 
8.00 am       
Acts 2: 14a, 22-32      Psalm 16 (page 606)      1 Peter 1: 3-9      Saint John 20: 19-31 
11.00 am       
1 Peter 1: 3-9      Saint John 20: 19-31 
4.00 pm       
Psalm 30: 1-5 (page 622)      Daniel 6: 1-23      Saint Mark 15: 46 – 16: 8 
 

Sunday 26th April 2020 – The Third Sunday of Easter 
8.00 am       
Acts 2: 14a, 36-41  Psalm 116: 1-3, 10-17 (page 728)   1 Peter 1: 17-23   Saint Luke 24: 13-35 
11.00 am       
Psalm 116: 1-3, 10-17 (page 728)      Acts 2: 14a, 36-41      Saint Luke 24: 13-35 
4.00 pm       
Psalm 48 (page 646)      Haggai 1: 13 – 2: 9      Saint John 2: 13-22 
 

Sunday 3rd May 2020 – The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
8.00 am       
Acts 2: 42-47      Psalm 23 (page 616)      1 Peter 2: 19-25      Saint John 10: 1-10 
11.00 am       
1 Peter 2: 19-25      Saint John 10: 1-10 
4.00 pm       
Psalm 29: 1-10 (page 622)      Ezra 3: 1-13      Saint Luke 19: 37-48 
 



Due to the ongoing Coronavirus pandemic and under the guidance of 
Bishop Andrew who has cancelled all services we followed suit 
cancelling Sunday School for the foreseeable future.  We all find 
ourselves in unchartered waters and adults have never witnessed this 
and are worried, never mind our children.  
  

Self-isolation and social distancing, along with constant hand washing 
are the only ways we can stop the spread of this virus.   
As an asthmatic I will be following the guidelines rigorously. 
  

Our children had written sentences for our Mothers’ day Service – 
can you spot yours? 
  
  

H Happy, loving all the day  -  Jack Duddy 

A Always kind to me  -  Holly C 

P Perfect, mum you are perfect for me  -  Ifeoma 

P Pleasure to be around  -  Sean 

Y You are our yummy (chisom) Mummy   -  Iteoma, Chishom & 
Ifemoa 
  
M My mummy makes me laugh  -  Emily Fielding 

O One and only – my mummy  -  Harry 

T Thoughtful is what my mum is to me  -  Scott B 

H Helps me with my homework – is what my mum is to me  -  Kali    

E Excellent is the word my mum means to me  -  Ewan 

R Really really helpful is how I describe my mum  -  Jake 

S is for my mum. SHE really loves me  -  Safia 
  

D Delightful  -  My mum is to me  -  Ava 

A  Always there for me  -  Katie 

Y  You always love me  -  Alfie 

 Scripture Union Northern Ireland is a great resource online for children. 
  

We delivered Easter eggs to the children at home.  Hope to see you all soon but in the 
meantime stay safe and updates will be on the Saint Columb’s Cathedral facebook page. 
  

Irene & Sunday School teachers 

Click on picture for a 

Mother’s Day present  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n5dDE7iiEZk


DAY READING THEME 

Bible Readings for April 2020 

The Bible readings are from ‘Fresh from the Word—the Bible for a change—2020’ 
produced by The International Bible Reading Association 

Wednesday 1 Saint Matthew 18:21-35 A gospel economy: the extravagant excess of 
salvation 

Thursday 2 Saint Matthew 19:16-30 A gospel economy: costing no less than everything 

Friday 3 Saint Matthew 20:1-16 A gospel economy: the disruptive values of the 
kingdom 

Saturday 4 Saint Matthew 20:17-23 A gospel economy: an invitation to life 

Sunday 5 Saint Matthew 21:1-11 Asking afresh, ‘Who is this?’ 

Monday 6 Saint Matthew 21:12-17 Out of the mouths of babes 

Tuesday 7 Saint Matthew 26:1-16 Actions speak louder than words 

Wednesday 8 Saint Matthew 26:17-30 Definitely maybe 

Thursday 9 Saint Matthew 26:36-56 All good things come to an end? 

Friday 10 Saint Matthew 27:32-50 Sticks and stones 

Saturday 11 Saint Matthew 27:57-66 A calculated risk 

Sunday 12 Saint Matthew 28:1-10 Dawn on the First Day 

Monday 13 Saint John 20:1-10 Coming to the tomb early 

Tuesday 14 Saint John 20:11-18 A new gardener 

Wednesday 15 Saint John 21:1-8 Dawn catch 

Thursday 16 Genesis 32:22-32 Wrestling until break of day 

Friday 17 Daniel 6:16-24 Rescue at the break of day 

Saturday 18 Psalm 108 Awake, my soul 

Sunday 19 Genesis 19:15-28 My brain at 3 a.m. 

Monday 20 Genesis 21:8-20 God Who Sees 

Tuesday 21 Genesis 22:1-14 You want me to do what?! 

Wednesday 22 Job 7:4-19 Lamentable 

Thursday 23 Psalm 119:145-152 The Spirit’s hour 

Friday 24 Genesis 40:5-19 Dream on 

Saturday 25 Saint Mark 1:35-39 Early in the morning 

Sunday 26 1 Thessalonians 1 Looking back, looking forward 

Monday 27 1 Thessalonians 2:1-12 Teaching and trust 

Tuesday 28 1 Thessalonians 2:13-16 Blessing and bruises 

Wednesday 29 1 Thessalonians 2:17-3:5 Distance and desire 

Thursday 30 1 Thessalonians 3:6-13 Good news of great joy 



Creevagh Garden Open Day 
It will be no surprise to learn that the Open Garden on 16th May has been cancelled. The good 
news it is that has been planned for May 2021 when we hope we will have a less dramatic 
time in our lives. We hope you will plan to be at home at that time- we will need all your help, 
young and mature.   
Do keep telling your friends about it; the grounds have a fascinating history, never mind the 
beautiful garden. The absence of meetings means that William is working away in the garden 
making it even more spectacular! I’m excited- I hope you are as well. 

 

Jars of Change 
We now all know about change and how threatening and uncertain that can be in these 
strange times.  While we struggle with our new way of life we have so much to be thankful to 
God for, despite everything, and that includes having an electricity supply and lots of water. 
We hope that all of you will continue to fill your jars in aid of ‘Wateraid’. Just think what it 
would be like if we didn’t have water for all our hospitals and our own hand-washing! 
Unthinkable. 
The jars will be received as soon as we know how restrictions are going to affect us after this 
lock-down. The worst case scenario will be that we cannot deal with it until restrictions are 
over. Let’s hope that ‘Wateraid’ can still keep cash-flow going to continue drilling wells during 
this crisis. Hope to see you soon – probably out in the rain! 
 

Ken McCormack had been due to speak at the last 
meeting but as a number of apologies were received 
before the meeting it was decided to postpone his talk 
to a future occasion. We passed on our good wishes to 
all those who were unable to attend due to illness and 
we welcomed Doreen’s guest Diana Rudd. 

We discussed the planned family day for Palm Sunday which was to have been part of our 
entry for the President’s Shield. Irene had been very busy co-ordinating events and donations 
and asked for volunteers to make soup. Unfortunately this, along with all other events and 
meetings, has now been cancelled due to the developing Coronavirus pandemic. Thanks to all 
who had offered to help in any way. 
Irene and Pauline reported back on the very useful training session for Branch Office bearers 
organised by Jacqui and Brigid. Pauline will follow up on the suggestion that our funds should 
be lodged in either the Credit Union or Post Office to save on Bank charges. Pauline and Irene 
then presented the Dean with a cheque for £100 for the Cathedral funds which we had raised 
by selling Quiz sheets at Christmas. 
The Dorcas baptism packs continue to be well received and Geraldine has written an 
explanatory note which can be used for future presentations. 
Hopefully it will not be too long before we can resume our meetings and activities.  Until then 
stay safe and let us all pray for each other. 
Best wishes from Irene, Pauline and Margaret 
 

The Widows’ Friendship Group  
In view of the developing Coronavirus pandemic the March meeting was 
cancelled. Hopefully it will not be too long before we can get back to some 
sort of normality. Until then stay indoors and stay safe. I will continue to 
remember you all in my prayers and will keep in touch.  
Take care, Margaret 



The Cathedral Magazine 
Notes / Articles for the May issue of the Cathedral magazine are due by Sunday 26th April. 

 

The General Vestry 
The meeting of the General Vestry of The Parish of Templemore has been postponed until 
the Coronavirus pandemic is over. 
 

Hospice Sunday 
On Hospice Sunday, 16th February, a retiring offering of £547 and €20 was received  
for The Foyle Hospice. 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to such a worthy cause. 
 

The Percy French concert planned for April 4th  
has been postponed until the Autumn.   

William Lynn 

Click on the picture to hear 

Saint Columb’s Cathedral Choir 

singing  

‘I was glad’ Hubert Parry 

Click on the picture to hear 

the Boys of  

Saint Columb’s Cathedral Choir 

singing  

A Clare Benediction John Rutter 

As I write this monthly report on what should have been our March 
meeting, we are all in a time of life no one has ever experienced and the 
world is becoming increasingly subsumed with a silent and unseen, but 
very frightening virus called Coronavirus or Covid-19. 
As we all know, our March meeting which would have been on Saint 
Patrick’s Day, like many others had to be cancelled (including the stew!). 
This report is purely to record what is happening to all of us in a very 
scary time which is impacting on everyone regardless of class or creed. 
We are also dealing with new terms such as social distancing, self 
isolation, stores imposing restricted entry and a large proportion of the 

workforce stood down with close to complete lockdown. 
We can only look forward to the time we can all meet back in Cathedral House, and hopefully 
that will be September to herald a new year of meetings and also in a very different world. 
In the meantime stay safe, stay indoors and take care. 
 Robert McGonigle 
 Secretary 

Click on the picture to hear 
Saint Columb’s Cathedral 
Choir singing  
The Lord is my shepherd 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fbTn0WRliT8
https://youtu.be/zlEH601sOrc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sGu4D459nR0


Partners in Prayer 2020 
Bishop Andrew writes ………… 
To pray for each other is a wonderful gift from God. Prayer not only empowers 
the ministry of parishes across our dioceses; it also draws us closer together as 
the family of God. It is always a blessing to know that someone is praying for 
you. 
In commending our diocesan prayer diary can I urge each one of us to renew 
our commitment to prayer during 2020. I am more and more convinced that it 

is only as we pray that we will know the blessing of God in our dioceses. 
‘Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of 
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.’ 

  Philippians 4: 4-7 
+ ANDREW DERRY AND RAPHOE 
 

THE WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY 5th APRIL 2020 
THE SIXTH SUNDAY IN LENT / PALM SUNDAY 

The Church of The Province of the Indian Ocean 
The Most Reverend James Richard Wong Yin Song 

Archbishop of The Province of the Indian Ocean and Bishop of the Seychelles.  
The Church of Ireland. The Right Reverend John McDowell, Archbishop elect of Armagh. 

The Dioceses of Meath and Kildare. The Most Reverend Patricia Storey. 
The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe. The Right Reverend Andrew Forster. 

The Parish of Aghadowey.  
The Reverend Louise Crawford – McCafferty, Rector. Mrs Eleanor Craig, Diocesan Reader. 

 
MISSION FOCUS 

The Bible Society in Lebanon 
Ongoing war has meant that many people have had to flee their home country and are now 
refugees in Lebanon. Families are living in refugee camps, often without access to basic 
necessities. 
The Bible Society in Lebanon is working with the local church to reach out to these people.  
They provide families with care packages that include food, medicine and supplies.  
The packages also include a Children’s Bible, Gospel portion, New Testament and colouring 
book. 
For many people this may be their first experience of Christianity and the Bible.  
These care packages are providing people with hope for the future. 
 

MONDAY 6th APRIL 2020 / MONDAY IN HOLY WEEK 
 

TUESDAY 7th APRIL 2020 / TUESDAY IN HOLY WEEK 
 

WEDNESDAY 8th APRIL 2020 / WEDNESDAY IN HOLY WEEK 
 

THURSDAY 9th APRIL 2020 / MAUNDY THURSDAY 
 

FRIDAY 10th APRIL 2020 / GOOD FRIDAY 
 

SATURDAY 11th APRIL 2020 / EASTER EVE 



THE WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY 12th APRIL 2020 
EASTER DAY / THE FIRST SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem and for the People of the Land of the Holy One. 
The Church of Ireland. The Right Reverend John McDowell, Archbishop elect of Armagh. 

The Dioceses of Meath and Kildare. The Most Reverend Patricia Storey. 
The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe. The Right Reverend Andrew Forster. 

The Parish of Errigal (Garvagh) with Desertoghill. The Reverend Carmen Hayes, Rector. 
 

MISSION FOCUS 
Church Mission Society in Ireland 

Pray for Jenny Smyth and ask that she will be sensitive to the Lord’s will in all that she says 
and does. 
Join Jenny in giving thanks for the privilege of leading CMSI, for the supportive staff team 
and the many folk who pray regularly for the work of the society. 
 

 
THE WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY 19th APRIL 2020 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
The Church of Ireland. The Right Reverend John McDowell, Archbishop elect of Armagh. 

The Dioceses of Meath and Kildare. The Most Reverend Patricia Storey. 
The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe. The Right Reverend Andrew Forster. 

The Parishes of Kilrea, Tamlaght 0’Crilly Upper and Tamlaght 0’Crilly Lower (Innisrush) 
The Reverend Gary Millar, Rector. 

Mr Albert Moore and Mr Timothy Dowie, Diocesan Readers. 
 

MISSION FOCUS 
The Leprosy Mission in Finland 

Pray for greater involvement of Christians in Finland. Pray that they will pray, volunteer, give 
regularly and take on greater responsibilities. 

 
SATURDAY 25th APRIL 2020 / SAINT MARK THE EVANGELIST 

 
THE WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY 26th APRIL 2020 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 
The Episcopal Church in Jerusalem and The Middle East 

The Most Reverend Michael Lewis 
 Archbishop of The Episcopal Church in Jerusalem and The Middle East  

and Bishop of Cyprus and the Gulf. 
The Church of Ireland. The Right Reverend John McDowell, Archbishop elect of Armagh. 

The Dioceses of Meath and Kildare. The Most Reverend Patricia Storey. 
The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe. The Right Reverend Andrew Forster. 

The Parish of Maghera and Killelagh (Swatragh). The Reverend Terry Kerr, Rector. 
 

MISSION FOCUS 
Church Mission Society in Uganda 

Pray for Kiwoko Hospital (Luweero Diocese) as it seeks to attract trained surgeons and 
physicians who can volunteer their time around various wards. Pray for Dr Peter and Dr 
James as they head up the management team and for God’s continued provision and 
protection over the various ministries of the hospital.   



FRIDAY 1st MAY 2020 / SAINT PHILIP AND SAINT JAMES, APOSTLES 
 

THE WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY 3rd MAY 2020 
THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

The Nippon Sei Ko Kai (The Anglican Communion in Japan) 
The Most Reverend Nathaniel Makoto Uematsu 

Primate of The Nippon Sei Ko Kai and Bishop of Hokkaido. 
The Church of Ireland / The Diocese of Armagh. 

The Most Reverend John McDowell,  
Archbishop of Armagh and Primate of All Ireland and Metropolitan. 

The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe. The Right Reverend Andrew Forster. 
The Parish of Ballyscullion (Bellaghy).  

The Reverend Brian Hassan (Non-Stipendiary Ministry) Priest-in-charge. 
 

MISSION FOCUS 
The Bible Society of Albania 

In 2019, the Bible Society of Albania finished translating the full Bible into Albanian. For the 
first time Christians in Albania will have the complete Bible in a language that they fully 
understand.  Now that they have the translation they are facing the next hurdle: printing and 
launching the Bible. 
Preparations are underway for the translation to be printed and it will also be made available 
for everyone to be used in two Bible apps, the Bibla Shqip and Youversion apps. 
In 2020 the Bible Society of Albania hopes to host a launch event to celebrate the new Bible 
translation. 
 

A Prayer in the Time of the Coronavirus 
Almighty and All-loving God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, we pray to you through Christ the 
Healer for those who suffer from the Coronavirus Covid-19 in Ireland and across the world.  
We pray too for all who reach out to those who mourn the loss of each and every person who 
has died as a result of contracting the disease. 
Give wisdom to policymakers, skill to researchers, comfort to everyone in distress and a sense 
of calm to us all in these days of uncertainty and distress. 
This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord who showed compassion to the outcast, 
acceptance to the rejected and love to those to whom no love was shown. Amen. 
(Archbishop Michael Jackson, Dublin and Glendalough). 
 

A Prayer for Healthcare Workers 
Thank you, our Father, that your love has been the spur which has sent men and women with 
medical training to many places where sickness and disease are endemic. 
Strengthen them when they work long hours with little rest. 
Guide them when they lack equipment and medicines. 
Sustain them when they are tired. 
Encourage them when they are depressed. 
Protect them when they are in danger. 
Augment their skills with your healing power. 
That their loving service may bear witness to the Saviour who brings wholeness to a sick 
world. Amen. 
(Michael Saward). 

 



APRIL 

Madison Street 
Chisom Agoha 

To  
 

Dr Matthew Alexander 
(Sheffield)  

and Bridget Shaffrey 
(Charlottesville, VA) 

 
Love from Mum & Dad  

and all the Family 

Having received vouchers from our Tesco Stores and using some of our Sunday School funds 
we were able to make up small treat parcels for some of our congregation, using all the social 
distancing guidelines, Katie and Jake were the gofers.  Must say they enjoyed it!  

Congratulations 
The Dean, Canon John Merrick and the parishioners of The Parish of 
Templemore send congratulations and very best wishes to  
The Reverend Canon Walter Quill and his wife Sylvia who will 
celebrate  the 60th anniversary of their marriage on Monday 6th April. 
They were married on 6th April 1960. Canon Quill will also celebrate 
his birthday on that day, so Happy Birthday from all of us! 

Canon Walter Quill was a Canon of Derry Cathedral, 1989-1994 and he and Sylvia  
continue to support the Cathedral as often as they can. 

Thank you for doing this wonderful work. It lets our friends 
know that we are thinking about them. 
Thank you Katie and Jake for 'reaching out' to others. 
 
Regards 
 
(Dean) Raymond 
 



Obituary ... 
Thomas Alexander Kenneth (Ken) Wilson 

13th March 1938 – 6th March 2020 
 
This house has been the home of Ken and Evelyn Wilson for almost fifty years and so it seems 
appropriate that it should be the setting today for this Service of Thanksgiving to thank God 
for Ken and to remember his life. 
I wish to begin by expressing my sympathy, the sympathy of Canon John Merrick and the 
sympathy of the members of The Parish of Templemore (Saint Columb’s Cathedral) to Ken’s 
family at this time of bereavement. 
We want to assure you – Evelyn, Diane, Susan and Heather – of our thoughts and prayers 
today and of our commitment to support you in whatever ways we can in the future. 
As we think about Ken and pay a tribute to him, let us go back almost 82 years to  
13th March 1938. 
This was the day when Thomas Alexander Kenneth Wilson was born. 
The second of eight children of Robert Beattie Caston Wilson and his wife Jean Elvin Wilson. 
Their daughter Kathleen was not yet two years old when Ken was born, and in due course 
other siblings arrived – Ivan, Noreen, Lynne, the twins Alwyn and Alistair, and Sharon. 
As a baby Kathleen had contracted TB and was so ill that she was baptised at home by the 
Minister of the local Presbyterian Church. It seems that the family continued to worship in the 
Presbyterian Church for some years, but the Cathedral records show that by the time that 
Noreen was born in 1944 the family had joined The Parish of Templemore and Ken was a boy 
chorister in the Cathedral and enjoying his time there under the watchful eye of the  
Organist and Master of the Choristers, John T Frankland. 
Ken began his early Primary School education at the Cathedral Schools; he attended the 
Sunday School, and his family played an active and supportive role in the life of the Cathedral 
– a role that is continued to the present day by members of his family. 
Ken was loved by his father and mother – Robert and Jinny – and they instilled in him strong 
family values and a love of community spirit that he, in his time, instilled into his own 
children. 
At quite an early age, due to the death of his father, Ken took on the role of father figure in 
the Wilson home. 
Yet, he remained a kind, quiet, unassuming, steadfast and quick-witted individual about 
whom his mother would say, ‘If Ken saw a murder, he’d keep it to himself’. 
Ken married Evelyn Whiteside in Ebrington Presbyterian Church on 26th June 1963 and they 
were blessed with three children – Diane, Susan and Heather. He and Evelyn began their life 
as a married couple in a flat at 29 Clooney Terrace; later moving to Grainan Drive in Belmont 
where they and their daughters endeared themselves to the local neighbours, many of whom 
have become lifelong friends. 
In order to support his growing family Ken had two jobs; Area Administrator for Northern 
Ireland Electricity and Sergeant Major in the Territorial Army. He made many friends through 
his work and the friendships have continued to the present day. Ken’s family recalls an 
incident during one of his many expeditions with the TA to Germany. Ken, an avid lover of 
milk, stopped with his convoy at a local farm on a particularly warm day and asked for a 
cooling glass of milk. When the milk had been poured from the large cooling churn Ken 
noticed the flies floating on the top of the milk and graciously refused the drink.  
Along with his colleagues he ‘legged it quickly out of the door!’ 
Ken and Evelyn and their daughters liked to travel and one of their favourite destinations was 
Benone. Ken bought a caravan and many wonderful Summers were spent at Benone with 
their daughters and, later, with their grandchildren. They earned themselves the names of  
‘Ken and Barbie’ in the local pub where the proprietors became lifelong friends. 
 



In the early 1970’s Ken and Evelyn came to live in this house in Myrtlefield Road. They kept an 
open door for friends and neighbours, and some of them – including young Melissa and her 
sister Lauren -  took the invitation literally -  often arriving for a breakfast of egg and toast, 
and even for a nap in one of the beds upstairs! 
Ken and Evelyn quickly got to know their neighbours, one of whom also was a member  
of Saint Columb’s Cathedral, and along with Anna Molloy who lived a few doors down the 
street they often chatted over a cup of tea and ‘a wee bun’ about their beloved  
Saint Columb’s Cathedral. 
I mentioned earlier that Ken had been a boy chorister in the Cathedral. This experience 
helped to develop his great singing voice and in later years he would often entertain by 
singing two of his favourite more ‘secular’ pieces, ‘Danny Boy’ and ‘McNamara’s Band’. 
Ken’s love of children and his fondness of tricks and games, particularly the  
‘flipping over the coin game’ will always be in the forefront of everyone’s mind. 
Over the past few years Ken, sadly, developed the form of dementia known as Alzheimer’s 
Disease.  His means of communication became impaired. His loss of memory frustrated him. 
But his quiet reserve along with his kindly manner could still be clearly seen. He forged 
meaningful friendships with the members of staff at his final home, Owen Mor. These 
amazing individuals provided so much love, laughter and understanding at such a difficult 
time for Ken’s family. 
I, and Canon John, had the privilege of ministering to Ken and Evelyn on many occasions.  
And during the past week as we ministered to Ken at Owen Mor, along with his daughters, 
sister Sharon and brother-in-law Leslie, we – like them – realised that Ken’s days here on 
earth were numbered. 
I, certainly, felt every time that I left the Home that this was probably the last time that I 
would see Ken – and I was always preparing myself for the telephone call to say that he had 
died. I, always, was amazed to find on my next visit a day or two later that, while very weak, 
Ken was still alive. 
Ken was a fighter but on Friday afternoon he, finally, gave up his fight and he left this world  
as he had entered it – without any hassle or fuss. 
He will leave a huge void in the life of his wife Evelyn, of his children Diane, Susan and 
Heather, and of his family circle, but he will also leave a legacy of love, family values,  
kindness and compassion which are the really important things to cherish and by which  
we all can remember this good and gracious man. 
 
The Penitential Season of Lent through which we are presently journeying focuses our minds 
on the forty days and nights that Jesus spent in the desert being tempted and tested by the 
Devil.  
The last week of Lent, Holy Week, speaks to us of the pain and suffering that Jesus suffered 
and endured. 
These days can be thought of in a negative and depressing way, but we should never forget 
that when that time of testing, pain and suffering was over a new beginning emerged. 
Lent and Holy Week gave way to Easter Day with all of the hopes and bright futures that  
the Resurrection of Jesus made possible. 
At this present time you who have lost Ken to this world may feel, and perhaps rightly so, 
‘how am I going to be able to continue with my life?, everything has changed’.  
The darkness of the present time will pass and there will be brighter tomorrows. From your 
dark experiences a new resurrection will emerge and the fragile faith that you cling unto now 
will grow into a confident acceptance that death is not the end. It is the end of life in this 
present world but it marks a new beginning for all who place their faith and trust in Jesus. 
 



Onova 
We remember the family and all of the relatives of Christopher Onova from Nigeria  
who died on Saturday 29th February 2020. 
We remember Christopher’s daughters Patience Nwanekezie, Sandra Agoha  
and Ngozi Nwodo and his son Chinedu. 
Christopher was the father of Sandra, the father-in-law of Kingsley and the grandfather of 
Ifeoma, Chisom-Elizabeth, Ijeoma and Chukwuebuka Agoha, Sevenoaks Crescent, 
Londonderry to whom we express our sympathy. 
 
Watson 
We remember Rona Watson and her family – Samuel and Peter – and all of the relatives of  
The Reverend Canon Gordon Mark Stewart Watson who died, suddenly, at his home,  
The Rectory, Drumgoon Road, Maguiresbridge on Monday 2nd March 2020. 
We, also, remember Mark’s mother Ann and his sister Andrena. 
Canon Mark Watson was a cousin of Mrs Kay Clarke, Edenderry Rectory, Crevenagh Road, 
Omagh to whom, and to whose husband The Reverend Canon Robert Clarke and their 
family, we, also, express our sincere sympathy. 
 
Wilson 
We remember Evelyn Wilson and her family – Diane and her husband David Taylor, 
 Susan and her husband Johnny Dael, and Heather and her husband Simon Bell – and all of 
the relatives  of Thomas Alexander Kenneth (Ken) Wilson who died, peacefully,  
at Owen Mor Care Home, Culmore Road, Londonderry on Friday 6th March 2020. 
We, also, remember Ken’s and Evelyn’s grandchildren - Scott, Catherine, Alex, Katie, Lauren 
and Emma and his surviving siblings Noreen and her husband Billy Campbell,  Lynne and her 
husband Joe Murphy and Sharon and her husband Leslie Wells,  and their families. 
We, also, remember the family of Rob and Kathleen Murdoch (deceased), Mavis, the wife of 
Ivan (deceased),  and also Ken’s brothers Alwyn (deceased) and his wife Margaret 
(deceased) and Alistair (deceased). 
 

A Service of Thanksgiving for the life of Ken Wilson was held in his home, Myrtlefield Road, 
Kilfennan, Londonderry on Sunday 8th March 2020. The service was conducted by  
The Reverend Canon John Merrick and by The Very Reverend Raymond Stewart who also 
gave the Address. 
Following the service Ken was buried at Ballyoan Cemetery, Londonderry. 



                    £ 
In memory of our father Kenneth Wilson 
From his daughters Diane Taylor, Susan Dael & Heather Bell     100.00 
In memory of our beloved brother Kenneth Wilson 
From Noreen, Billy & family             50.00 
From Lynne, Joe & family             50.00 
From Sharon & Leslie              50.00 
In memory of my Godfather Kenneth Wilson 
From Laura & Toby               25.00 
In memory of Ken Wilson 
From Billy & Joy Begley              40.00 
From Alison & Peter McIntosh            20.00 
From Mr & Mrs Terry Smyth             20.00 
From Muriel Hamilton              20.00 
From Norman Miller              40.00 
From Principal & Staff of Ebrington Primary & Nursery School      50.00 
From Sandra & Uel Leslie             20.00 
From Ann Campbell               20.00 
From The Very Reverend Raymond Stewart          50.00 
From Alison Spence               10.00 
From Mr & Mrs B Whiteside             25.00 
From Ken & Elma Neely              30.00 
From Violet and William Whiteside , Ontario, Canada        20.00 
From Ann and Jim Whiteside             20.00 
From Brian & Pauline Doherty             20.00 
 

In memory of my husband, Alan Moyse 
From Irene Moyse             100.00 
In memory of Dad, Alan Moyse 
From Philip Moyse               50.00 
From Janet Allen               50.00 
From Julie Stewart               50.00 
In loving memory of Alan Moyse a dear Dad and Grandfather 
From Bobby & Lisa, Gary, Jaymie, Bobby, Alfie & Ivy        50.00 
 

In memory of Bishop James Mehaffey ‘May he rest in Peace’ 
From Sam & Stella Burnside             50.00 
In memory of The Right Reverend James Mehaffey  
From Doreen & Peter Sidebottom            40.00 
From Mr J J and Mrs Linda M Leonard           25.00 
 

Easter Remembrance of a dear mother-in-law, Meta Street 
& sons Herbie, Lexie, Raymond & Sylvia 
From Mrs Frances Street              10.00 
 

In memory of Thomas & Iris Doherty 
From their son Garth            200.00 
 

In Memory of Ann Johnston 
From Mr and Mrs William Temple              25.00 
 

Birthday memories of a dearly loved son, brother, brother-in-law,  
uncle & great uncle  
From mum (Aimiee Moore) and all the family       100.00 



                      £ 
Thankoffering on the occasion of the Baptism of Darcie Kylie Robinson 
From her parents Dale Robinson and Alexis Curry         50.00 
 

Thankoffering on the occasion of the Baptism of Zahra-Jayne Rose Lusby  
From her parents Paul & Jayne Lusby           50.00 
 

Thankoffering on the 30th Anniversary of our Wedding 
From David & Helen Alexander            30.00 
 

Donations 
From The Altnagelvin Hospital Choir         100.00 
From Templemore Mothers’ Union          100.00 
 

To Saint Columb’s Cathedral Choir Fund 
From Allegri                50.00 

Parish Register 
 

Holy Baptism 
“Go and make disciples of all nations  

baptising them in the Name of  the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Saturday 29th February 2020  Darcie Kylie Robinson, the daughter of  
       Dale Eric Garvin Robinson and Alexis Stephanie Curry,  
       The Fountain, Londonderry. 
Darcie’s godparents are Margaret Donaldson, Gordon Donaldson and Lee Robinson. 
At the end of The Rite of Holy Baptism Mrs Irene Hewitt, the Branch Leader of the 
Templemore Branch of The Mothers’ Union, presented Dale and Alexis with a ‘Dorcas Pack’. 
The Rite of Holy Baptism was administered by Darcie’s great uncle The Reverend Ian 
Gallagher, the Rector of The Parish of Stillorgan, Dublin. 
 
Saturday 14th March 2020  Zahra-Jayne Rose Lusby, the daughter of  
       Paul Desmond and Linda-Jayne Mary Lusby,  
       Ardkill Road, Ardmore, Londonderry. 
Zahra-Jayne’s godparents are Emma McGuigan, Rebekah Lusby, Matthew Lusby and Aaron 
Lusby.  At the end of The Rite of Holy Baptism Mrs Irene Hewitt, the Branch Leader of the 
Templemore Branch of The Mothers’ Union, presented Paul and Linda-Jayne with  
a ‘Dorcas Pack’. 

 
 

Burial 
“T he Lord is my Shepherd.” 

Sunday 8th March 2020   Thomas Alexander Kenneth (Ken) Wilson,  
 Myrtlefield Road, Kilfennan, Londonderry 

       Ballyoan Cemetery, Londonderry 



SUNDAY SERVICES:     8.00 am   Holy Communion 
     11.00 am   (1st & 3rd Sunday of the month)  Choral Eucharist
         (2nd & 4th Sunday of the month)  Choral Matins 
         4.00 pm  Choral Evensong  
4th SUNDAY:   10.00 am  Family Service 
EACH TUESDAY:  10.30 am  Holy Communion 

Organist & Master of the Choristers 
Dr Derek Collins 

Assistant Organist 
Nicky Morton 

 

Rector’s Churchwarden  
Mr Ian Bartlett  

(email: ian.bartlett@btinternet.com) 
 

People’s Churchwarden 
Miss Muriel Hamilton  

 

Hon Treasurer  
Mrs Joanne Armstrong 

email: joanne@stcolumbs.net 
 

Assistant Treasurers 
Mr Alan Thompson 12 Torrens Avenue   

(email: alan@stcolumbs.net) 
Miss Maureen M E Boal 46 Limavady Road 

(All Donations/Thankofferings) 
 

Hon Secretary 
Mrs Ray Mace Tel: 028 7134 4236  

Parish Administrator  
Robert McGonigle BEM Deanery Mews  

Tuesday 1pm-6pm 
Thursday 1pm-6pm 

Friday 9am-1pm 
Tel: 028 7137 1633/ 07794666754  

Email: robert@stcolumbs.net 
 

Parish Secretary/Webmaster 
Mrs Linda McGonigle Deanery Mews 

Tuesday & Thursday 1pm-6pm 
Tel: 028 7137 1633 

email: linda@stcolumbs.net  
 

Safeguarding Trust Panel Members 
The Very Reverend Raymond Stewart 
Mrs Elizabeth Fielding; Mr Ian Bartlett  

 
Tourist Guides 

Daphne Gallick;  Billy Begley;  Ian Bartlett 
Tour bookings: (028) 7126 7313     

 Email: stcolumbs@ic24.net  

Saint Columb’s Cathedral Tel: (028) 7126 7313 
Web Site: www.stcolumbscathedral.org  

 
 

Pastoral Assistant: The Reverend Canon John Merrick B.A. H.Dip. Ed. D.A.S.E. 
Tel: (028) 7126 7313 

MAY Magazine 
Please submit your contribution/s to linda@stcolumbs.net 

before 26 APRIL 2020 
The Publication will be available from SUNDAY 3 MAY 2020 


