The Dean
writes

Dear Parishioners and Friends

One year ago, if we had known all that we know now,
I wonder what we would have said and what we would
have done. The past 12 months have challenged us in so many
ways; physically, emotionally and spiritually.
Lockdowns; being restricted in whom we were able to see and where we were able to go;
church buildings closed; on-line worship; church meetings on Zoom.
12 months ago it was all so new and unreal but now, for many of us, it is a part of life, of what
we do.
We have adapted to ‘new’ situations and many of us are coping reasonably well.
As I write this letter the clergy have been advised that church buildings can reopen for
in-person worship from Good Friday, 2nd April. We plan to reopen the doors of Saint Columb’s
Cathedral and to welcome parishioners and visitors to worship on Easter Sunday 4th April.
This will be a welcome return because the Cathedral has been closed to in-person Sunday
worship since Sunday 3rd January – 13 weeks ago. It will be good to be able to meet together
for worship, to see each other, to acknowledge each other’s presence, and to listen to the
voices of the Gentlemen of the Choir, and later the voices of the Boy Choristers.
We hope and pray that Easter Day will mark a new and significant stage on our journey and
that further restrictions will not follow in the weeks and months to come.
The reopening of Saint Columb’s Cathedral on Easter Day can be seen as ‘a new beginning’.
It marks a return to something that is familiar but it also heralds something that is new and
fresh.
………….

At this time our thoughts turn naturally to the first Easter Day over 2,000 years ago and we
try to see what message it can bring us.
The first Easter Day marked a new beginning for the disciples. Jesus, their Master and Friend,
had died three days earlier. They had seen it with their own eyes, but now they were being
told that He was alive. Confused, disbelieving, they tried to make sense of this news. I’m sure
that they wanted to believe but something didn’t seem right. How could this be true?
Jesus, Himself, gave them the answer; positive proof that the news was true.
He appeared to Mary in the Garden. He appeared to His disciples in different places and at
different times over a period of 40 days. Each time His presence gave them peace, hope and
joy.
We have all clung on to hope over the past 12 months. Hope that the Coronavirus pandemic
would soon pass and that life would begin to follow a more normal path again. It seems that
we may have to wait a while longer and to continue to be patient before things return to how
they had been in the past. Some people say that we will have to adapt to a ‘new normal’ –
that the old ways of doing things have passed and that we will have to learn to accept the
new challenges. As we try to sort these things out in our minds let us continue to cling on to
that most precious of Christian virtues – HOPE.
With FAITH and LOVE, HOPE forms a strong bond that has carried us through the challenging
days of the past and will carry us through the challenging days that lie in the future.
I pray that on Easter Day 2021 each of us who worships in the Cathedral will have that same
sense on peace, hope and joy as the first disciples had as we meet together in the presence
of the Risen Lord.
My wife Patricia and our daughter Dione join with me as I wish you and your family a very
Happy and Joyful Eastertide.
Yours sincerely

The Rector of Castledawson, The Reverend Colin Welsh, has
been appointed a canon of Saint Columb’s Cathedral in
Londonderry, succeeding The Reverend Canon Sam McVeigh,
who retired in January.
The decision to appoint Rev Welsh to the Chapter of the
Cathedral Church of Saint Columb was made by the Bishop of
Derry and Raphoe, Rt Reverend Andrew Forster, and first
shared virtually, with Castledawson parishioners, in yesterday
morning’s Service.
“I wanted Colin to take up this role because of all that he
does not only in the parish but in the wider diocese,”
Bishop Andrew said. “It's an acknowledgement of his
faithfulness, his ministry and his goodness.”
Reverend Welsh, who is the rural dean for the Maghera and
Kilrea Rural Deanery, said he was “flabbergasted” by the
appointment, which, he said, had never been on his radar. “When the Bishop phoned, I had
no notion what he was going to ask me.
I was shocked, flabbergasted, humbled."
Canon Welsh recalled an occasion from his past. "A colleague once suggested, 'Maybe you'll
be a canon some day.' 'A canon?' I said. 'I'll not even be a water pistol.'"
“I’m not deserving of this,” Canon Welsh said today, reacting to his appointment. “It’s nothing
I’ve done. It’s to God’s glory, not mine. But I accept it willingly and humbly on behalf of my
own wee congregation in Castledawson. They’re smashing people – one of the best parishes
in the Diocese.”
The ongoing disruption caused by the Covid-19 pandemic means the date and nature of
Canon Welsh’s Service of Installation have still to be finalised.

Chapter News
The Right Reverend Andrew Forster has made the following appointment.
The Reverend Colin Welsh, the Rector of The Parish of Castledawson has been appointed a
member of The Chapter of Saint Columb’s Cathedral.
The Reverend Colin Welsh has been the Rector of The Parish of Castledawson since
December 2012 and his diocesan responsibilities include being the Rural Dean of the
Maghera and Kilrea Rural Deanery.
I have known Colin for the past eight years and I am looking forward to welcoming him to the
Chapter on a date in the future.

Castledawson and the Cathedral Connection
With the appointment of the Rector of The Parish of Castledawson to the Chapter I searched
in the archives to see which Rectors have been associated with the Cathedral over the years.
The Reverend Ernest Egan, Rector of Castledawson 1937-1975, was a member of
the Chapter, 1965-1975.
The Reverend Raymond Stewart, Rector of Castledawson 1987-2003,
was appointed a Canon in 1999.
The Venerable Donald McLean, Rector of Castledawson 1975-1987 and 2003-2012,
was Archdeacon of Derry 1996-2012.
The Reverend David McClure, the Curate-assistant of The Parish of Templemore 1930-1936,
was the Rector of Castledawson 1936-1937.

The Reverend Ian Gallagher and The Very Reverend Kenny Hall
appointed to Chapter of Saint Patrick’s Cathedral
Two new Canons have been elected to the Chapter of Saint Patrick’s
Cathedral, Dublin. The Reverend Ian Gallagher, Rector of Stillorgan,
Dublin, has been appointed along with the Dean of Clogher, The Very
Reverend Kenny Hall.
The Reverend Ian Gallagher, who has been Rector of Stillorgan since 2001,
will serve as Prebendary of Tipperkevin in succession to the
Reverend Canon Robert Warren, former Rector of Taney, Dublin.
Dean Hall, who has been Rector of Saint Macartin’s Cathedral, Enniskillen
since 2010 will serve as Prebendary of Tassagard on the Saint Patrick’s
Chapter in succession to the Reverend Canon Samuel McVeigh, former Rector of
Drumachose, Limavady.
The Dean of Saint Patrick’s Cathedral, the Very Reverend Dr William Morton said: “I am
delighted to welcome to the Chapter our two new members and I look forward to working
with them in the future.”
As Dr Morton explained at the Chapter meeting, the two new Canons join recently
appointed, or elected, colleagues all of whom will be installed when Covid–19 restrictions lift
and it is possible to worship with the Choir and congregation.
The complete list of installations now reads: The Very Reverend
Roderick Smyth, Dean of Killaloe, to be Prebendary of Taney; the
Reverend Malcolm Kingston, Rector of Saint Mark’s, Armagh, to be
Prebendary of Yagoe; the Reverend Aonghus Mayes, Rector of Moy, to
be Prebendary of Newcastle; the Reverend Katharine Poulton, Rector
of Julianstown, to be Prebendary of Swords; the Very Reverend Kenny
Hall, Dean of Clogher, and Rector of Enniskillen, to be Prebendary of
Tassagard; and the Reverend Ian Gallagher, Rector of Stillorgan, Dublin,
to be Prebendary of Tipperkevin.
(The Reverend Canon Ian Gallagher is a son of the Parish of Templemore)
Hello again ladies. How lovely it is to see the first signs of
Spring. Hopefully most of you have had your second
vaccination by now and it will not be too long before you will
at least be able to see your family again.
On Tuesday 9th March we had our second Zoom meeting
chaired by Irene Hewitt, our Branch Leader. Each member had one minute to talk about
themselves, followed by a group discussion and checking how members are for those who
for whatever reason could not be with us. Where would we be without Robert’s technical
side and Linda’s communication skills. Thank you both.
We had a good attendance with a few apologies. It was wonderful to see each other again
(even on screen) we do look forward to meeting together in person soon. We remembered
in our prayers Beth McElhinney, on the death of her husband Bill, Marion Walker on the
death of her daughter Sharon and of course our indoor members, Maisie in Belfast with her
daughter Moyra, Stephana who is in Cornfield Care Centre and Nan who is in Culmore
Manor. We finished with a short quiz from our quizmaster extraordinaire Ray.
We have entered the Mum’s in May competition and will keep you updated.
With the distribution of the Mothers’ Union Newsletter we added an Easter egg from the
branch which we hope you all enjoy (for those fasting it will be at the end of Lent).
On behalf of us all we wish you a Happy Easter.
Irene, Margaret and Pauline

This Lent we are grateful that Spring is on our doorstep and that
lighter evenings are to the fore. We will, hopefully, be able to return
to face to face Sunday School teaching after Easter.
Thank you to those who sent in Mothering Sunday videos.
They definitely brightened up the day.
The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe has launched
‘Let’s Journey to the Cross’. In this event we are hoping to journey
the 3500 miles (approximately) from here to the Holy Land. Our
WALK TO THE CROSS is not about meeting up to do a walk but rather that families complete
the challenge in their own localities and in their own bubbles. It can be a walk, run, cycle whatever the family is doing already. Kirsty McCartney, the Diocesan Children’s Ministry
Officer, has provided activity packs for the children which included a Holding Cross an individually made wooden cross to hold in your hand with the words below:
I carry a cross in my pocket, A simple reminder to me,
Of the fact that I am a Christian No matter where I may be.
This little cross is not magic. Nor is it a good luck charm;
It isn't meant to protect me from every physical harm.
It is not for identification for all the world to see.
It's simply an understanding Between my Saviour and me.
When I put my hand in my pocket To bring out a coin or a key,
The cross is there to remind me Of the price He paid for me.
It reminds me too, to be thankful For my blessings day by day,
And to strive to serve Him better In all that I do or say.
It's also a daily reminder Of the peace and comfort I share
With all who know my Master And give themselves to His care.
So I carry a cross in my pocket Reminding no one but me
That Jesus Christ is the Lord of my life If only I'll let Him be.
We thank Kirsty for the packs including a book.
Sunday School invited our
30 families to walk 1 mile
per day for the 40 days of
Lent Total: 1200 miles.
Our Sunday School family has
been joined by Boy Choristers
Clark and Elliot, their mum
and dad, Gentlemen of the
Choir Simon, his brother Ben
and friend Rory, as well as
some of our congregation
Linda, Robert, Ray, Martin.
We have smashed our 1200
mile total but as we have
some days yet to go we will
announce our total miles
when we are finished.
We have 54 walkers, young
and old. Thank you to each
and every one.
Irene

Diary Dates
Remember that due to lockdown restrictions
Sunday School will resume (DV) after Easter.

Confirmat on 2021

APRIL
Sunday 18 –
Sunday School meets in Cathedral House
Sunday 25 –
A Family Service in the Cathedral
with The Rite of Holy Baptism
MAY
Sunday 2 –
Sunday School meets in Cathedral House
Sunday 9 –
Sunday School Inspection
Sunday 16 –
A Family Service in the Cathedral with
The Rite of Holy Baptism
Sunday 23 –
Sunday School meets in Cathedral House
Sunday 30 –
Sunday School meets in Cathedral House
JUNE
Sunday 6 –
Sunday School meets in Cathedral House
Sunday 13 –
Sunday School meets in Cathedral House
Sunday 20 –
Father’s Day / Sunday School Extravaganza
Sunday 27 –
The Service of Confirmation

The Right Reverend Andrew Forster,
will (DV) visit Saint Columb’s Cathedral
on Sunday 27th June 2021 at 11.00 am
to administer The Rite of Confirmation.

The Cathedral
Magazine
Notes / Articles for the May 2021
issue of the Cathedral magazine
are due by Sunday 25th April 2021.

Sunday Service
Parishioners and friends can continue to
watch and listen to the Morning Service on
the Cathedral Facebook page or by logging
on to www.stcolumbscathedral.org and
going to Worship on the menu bar.

Chisom Agoha

Statement from the Church of Ireland Bishops in Northern Ireland
St Patrick’s Day 2021
Last year on St Patrick’s Day, advice was issued to all our clergy with the unprecedented
instruction that in the light of evolving Government advice, until further notice, all Sunday
and midweek services should be suspended, and all Parish organisations and activities should
cease. At that time, we had little knowledge of Covid-19 nor could we have imagined the
devastating impact it would have upon the world, our country and on individual lives.
We continue to remember in our prayers the sick, the bereaved, the isolated and fearful and
also to give thanks to God for the courageous and sacrificial actions of our health care
workers who have worked tirelessly in our hospitals and wider community to care for all
whom the virus has impacted upon most directly.
A difficult year has passed, and a hard road has been travelled but we have reached a new
junction.
In-person gatherings for worship and Parish organisations have been voluntarily suspended
since early in January 2021, but we have decided that the time has now come for a cautious
and careful return to in-person church services from Good Friday (2nd April 2021),
This news will be warmly welcomed but is simply permissive rather than instructive. Some
may wish to continue online and/or drive-in services for the time being due to their own local
situation.
From 1st April outdoor gatherings in a public space will allow for 10 people from 2 households
to meet up.
This, therefore, means that customary Easter Dawn services cannot take place this year in
their normal form.
Parish activities and meetings also remain suspended in the interim, but meetings of General
Vestry can take place at the close of Sunday worship as part of an in-person gathering.
No changes have been made to the operation of church buildings as places of worship.
Congregation numbers will continue for the time being to be limited according to 2 metre
social distancing seating capacity.
Parish officers must carry out a risk assessment and ensure that good mitigation is in place
and that face coverings are worn by congregation members on their arrival and exit from
the church building and throughout services. We all need to play our part in preventing any
further transmission of Covid-19 within the community.
Marriages and funerals will continue to take place in line with the current restrictions.
We note that the same position of a cautious return to in-person worship at Easter time has
been adopted by the Methodist Church, Presbyterian Church and Roman Catholic Church and
welcome the co-operation and strong working relationship between the churches.

The message of Easter is one of Hope. From the cross of Calvary to the empty tomb, from
death to new life.
Echoing the words of the First Minister yesterday, we would encourage everyone to reflect on
the road we together have travelled and to continue to pray this Easter for recovery from the
pandemic, healing, peace, and renewed hope. As we journey onwards, we are mindful that
we still have further to travel, but we do so trusting in our crucified and risen Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.
+ John Armagh
+ Andrew Derry and Raphoe
+ David Down and Dromore
+ George Connor

Reopening of Church Buildings for Public Worship
A Return to In-Person Sunday Worship in the Cathedral

The Festival Service of Choral Eucharist (Order Two) will be held in Saint Columb’s Cathedral
on Easter Sunday, 4th April 2021, at 11.00 a.m.
The Celebrant and Preacher will be The Right Reverend Andrew Forster, the Bishop of
Derry and Raphoe.
The Service will be sung by The Gentlemen of the Choir.
We will continue to live stream the service for those who are unable to join with us in
person.
This will be a welcome return to in-person Sunday worship in the Cathedral.
We have not worshipped together as a congregation in-person since Sunday 3rd January –
13 weeks ago; all services having been live streamed on the Cathedral Facebook page.
The restrictions that have been in place since last year will remain in place and I would ask all
parishioners, and visitors, who intend to come to church on Easter Day, and on the Sundays
thereafter, to continue to follow the guidance and advice.
When you arrive at the Cathedral use the hand sanitiser in the porch.
Wear a face covering when you enter and when you leave the building – and throughout
the service.
Due to social distancing the Cathedral can accommodate only 100 persons (max).
The pews will be filled from front to back, observing social distancing (2 metres).
At the end of the service parishioners who are sitting at the back of the Cathedral will leave
first.
Before you leave, please complete the details on the Track and Trace Form and leave it in
the porch as you exit the Cathedral. (A Track and Trace Form must be completed for every
person – adult and child).
When you arrive and when you leave church we, respectfully, request that you do not stand
and chat with the clergy, the members of the Cathedral staff, and other parishioners. We
understand that all of us have been accustomed to greeting one another – especially when
we are leaving the Cathedral. This is, however, not permitted.
Leave the Cathedral as quickly as possible and do not stand outside chatting to one another.
Please note that all toilet facilities will remain closed until further notice.
Until further notice congregational hymn singing is not permitted.
The Administration of the Holy Communion will be in one kind only – bread.
Please co-operate with the guidance and instructions of the churchwardens.
You are asked to come to the table at the front of the Chancel steps and take the bread, and
the bun case in which it is, and return to your pew by a side aisle.
Thank you for your understanding and co-operation.
The Meeting of the General Vestry of The Parish of Templemore
A meeting of the General Vestry of The Parish of Templemore will be held on Zoom on
Tuesday 13th April at 7.30 pm.
During the ongoing Coronavirus pandemic, current Government restrictions do not allow
meetings of more than six people to be held in-person. It is therefore decided to hold the
meeting of the General Vestry via Zoom which is an on-line audio and web-conferencing tool
that allows 2 or more people to communicate online. Participants can use the computer in
their own home or ‘in a bubble’ with one another.
I have been advised that the meeting of the General Vestry must be held within the timetable
of the Constitution of The Church of Ireland, ie. 20 days before Easter Day (excluding Holy
Week) or 20 days after Easter Day. This means that the meeting of the General Vestry must
be held between 15th March and 4th April or between 4th April and 24th April.
If any parishioner would like to be involved in the meeting of the General Vestry
on Tuesday 13th April, please contact Robert McGonigle (Tel. 07794 666754 / email:
robert@stcolumbs.net) and he will send you the Zoom details.
Please remember that only those parishioners whose names are on the List of Registered
Vestrymembers are permitted to be nominated for any parochial office and, in the event of
an election, to vote.

From 8th June 2020 the Cathedral Youth Club has been receiving a
major facelift , and I am delighted to say that the work is now coming
to an end.
I am over the moon as the result is amazing.
It has been a long road , but I learnt a lot about building work and the
many problems that arise. I must say I had the best team of builders Hetherington Building Contractors, Donaghmore.
Nothing was too much bother and their workmanship was high quality
as you will see when you visit the new centre.
We have also been working hard at the Allotments and have just recently installed a beautiful
Pagoda, new potting bench, new seating and are now in the process of building a barbecue.
We have a team of gardeners who are busy planting flowers and vegetables for the Summer.
To mention a few - Alan, and Mandy Warke, and Ryan Sherrard who has planted many types
of vegetables. A big thank you to all three.
This is an exciting new chapter in
the history of our club, and would
not have been possible without
the funding from Department of
Education. The young people will
be over the moon when they see
this state-of-the-art community
hub. We have an Open-Door
policy and will welcome everyone
to avail of the programmes and
activities that will be on offer.
Hopefully we are nearing the end
of the lockdown and we can look
forward to a fun packed Summer.
I would like to take this
opportunity to extend my sincere
appreciation to the families in the
Fountain living adjacent to the
building work which was ongoing
since June. Not to speak of the
traffic congestion and clouds of
dust daily outside the club for
many months.
During Covid-19 from 25th March
we have delivered over 2659 Food
Parcels, Activity Packs for kids,
Homework Packs, Teenage Self
Care Packs, Essential Cleaning
Products and Meals.
We felt privileged to help people in the community and outside the community. Let's hope
we are now nearing the end of a year we will never forget which has been life changing for
many people especially those who lost loved ones.
A Very Happy Easter Everyone and Keep Safe.
Jeanette

Bible Readings for April 2021
DAY

READING

THEME

Thursday 1

Saint Mark 15:16-20

Jesus, object of humiliation

Friday 2

Saint Mark 15:21-39

Seeing God on the cross

Saturday 3

Saint Mark 15:40-47

Loving after death

Sunday 4

Saint Mark 16:1-8

The silent witnesses

Monday 5

Song of Songs 2:10-15

The season of singing

Tuesday 6

Isaiah 42:5-16

Forced to listen

Wednesday 7
Thursday 8
Friday 9
Saturday 10
Sunday 11
Monday 12
Tuesday 13
Wednesday 14
Thursday 15
Friday 16
Saturday 17
Sunday 18
Monday 19
Tuesday 20
Wednesday 21
Thursday 22
Friday 23
Saturday 24
Sunday 25
Monday 26
Tuesday 27
Wednesday 28
Thursday 29
Friday 30

Hosea 6:1-6
John 3:1-15
1 Corinthians 15:12-28
1 Corinthians 15:35-50
Proverbs 8:22-31
Psalm 147:1-11
Genesis 2:4b-9
2 Kings 2:1-14
Saint Mark 9:1-9
Acts 1:1-11
Psalm 150
Saint Mark 5:1-20
Saint Mark 5:21-34
Saint Mark 5:35-43
Saint Mark 7:24-30
Saint Mark 7:31-37
Saint Mark 8:22-26
Saint Mark 9:14-29
Saint Mark 6:1-13
Saint Mark 7:1-13
Saint Mark 7:14-23
Saint Mark 8:27-33
Saint Mark 8:34-38
Saint Mark 9:30-41

Spring cleaning
Born of the Spirit
The centre of our faith
An imperishable body
Wisdom’s part in God’s creation
The star thrower
The earthling
Elijah’s ascension and succession
Alone with God
Jesus’ ascension
Praise the Lord
Among the tombs
The fighter
Sleeper, awake
Bread at the table
Healing touch
Seeing clearly
Glory and agony
Jesus’ astonishing wisdom
God’s Law overrides tradition
Evil is a choice and a commitment
Disarming what is human and what is divine
The way of the cross
True greatness

The Bible readings are from ‘Fresh from the Word—the Bible for a change—2021’
produced by The International Bible Reading Association

Scripture Readings at Sunday Services
Parishioners might like to prepare for worship by reading the Scripture readings before they
come to church. The readings of the Sundays and Principal Holy Days are found in The Book of
Common Prayer, page 27 ff.
This year we follow the readings for Year B.
Thursday 1st April 2021 – Maundy Thursday
7.30 p.m. (The Service of Holy Communion – Order Two)
1 Corinthians 11: 23-26. Saint John 13: 1-17, 31b-35
Friday 2nd April 2021 – Good Friday
7.30 p.m. (The Liturgy of Good Friday)
Sunday 4th April 2021 – The First Sunday of Easter / Easter Day
8.00 a.m.
Acts 10: 34-43. Psalm 118: 1-2, 14-24 (page 730). 1 Corinthians 15: 1-11. Saint John 20: 1-18.
11.00 a.m. (The Festival Service of Choral Eucharist – Order Two)
The Celebrant and Preacher will be The Right Reverend Andrew Forster.
1 Corinthians 15: 1-11. Saint John 20: 1-18.
4.00 p.m.
Psalm 114 (page 727). Psalm 117 (page 729). Ezekiel 37: 1-14. Saint Luke 24: 13-35.
Sunday 11th April 2021 – The Second Sunday of Easter
8.00 a.m.
Acts 4: 32-35. Psalm 133 (page 749). 1 John 1: 1 – 2: 2. Saint John 20: 19-31.
11.00 a.m. (The Service of Morning Prayer – Order One)
Psalm 133 (page 749). Acts 4: 32-35. Saint John 20: 19-31.
4.00 p.m.
Psalm 143: 1-11 (page 758). Isaiah 26: 1-9, 29. Saint Luke 24: 1-12.
Sunday 18th April 2021 – The Third Sunday of Easter
8.00 a.m.
Acts 3: 12-19. Psalm 4 (page 596). 1 John 3: 1-7. Saint Luke 24: 36b-48.
11.00 a.m. (The Service of Holy Communion – Order One)
1 John 3: 1-7. Saint Luke 24: 36b-48.
4.00 p.m.
Psalm 142 (page 757). Deuteronomy 7: 7-13. Saint Luke 16: 19-31.
Sunday 25th April 2021 – The Fourth Sunday of Easter
8.00 a.m.
Acts 4: 5-12. Psalm 23 (page 616). 1 John 3: 16-24. Saint John 10: 11-18.
11.00 a.m. (A Family Service with The Rite of Holy Baptism)
Ezekiel 34: 1-10. Psalm 23 (page 616). Saint John 10: 11-18.
4.00 p.m.
Psalm 81: 8-16 (page 687). Exodus 16: 4-15. Saint John 6: 30-40.
Sunday 2nd May 2021 – The Fifth Sunday of Easter
8.00 a.m.
Acts 8: 26-40. Psalm 22: 25-31 (page 615). 1 John 4: 7-21. Saint John 15: 1-8.
11.00 a.m. (The Service of Holy Communion – Order Two)
1 John 4: 7-21. Saint John 15: 1-8.
4.00 p.m.
Psalm 96 (page 703). Isaiah 60: 1-14. Saint Mark 16: 9-16.

Volunteers Needed
Foyle Hospice Charity Shops
In particular the following areas
Limavady Shop; Waterloo Place Shop; Strabane Shop
Do you have a few hours to spare a week?
Would you like to join our fantastic team of volunteers?
Meet new friends? Learn new skills?
And most importantly have fun while helping and supporting your local hospice.
If this is something that would interest you, please get in touch with
Rachael Osbourne, Volunteer Coordinator, Foyle Hospice, 61 Culmore Road, Londonderry
BT48 8JE (028 – 7135 1010) or email rachael@foylehospice.co
The Public Health Agency in Northern Ireland has put together a
super comprehensive booklet providing advice for people who
have experienced a bereavement during the
COVID-19 pandemic period.
Two other booklets are also available in this series – one dealing
with practicalities and the other a children’s story helping children
to cope with the death of a loved one.
These excellent resources can be downloaded at https://
www.publichealth.hscni.net/publications/covid-19-bereavementresources
Free dial-in worship phone line during coronavirus
lockdown. Daily Hope is a free resource for members
who live in Northern Ireland and the rest of the UK.
It offers a variety of music, prayers and reflections as
well as full worship services from the Church of England
at the end of a telephone line. To listen to Mothers’
Union Midday Prayers – choose option 4 and then
option 8. The line – is available 24 hours a day on
0800 804 8044 – has been set up particularly with those unable to join online church services
during the period of restrictions in mind.

If you or a relative is admitted to or discharged from a
hospital or a nursing home please let the Dean
or The Reverend Canon John Merrick know if you
would like a Pastoral Visit.
Under Data Protection (GDPR) we do not have access
to the Hospital Admission Forms so we can only know
that you are a patient in hospital if the Chaplain
notifies us or if you or a relative notifies us.
Thank you for your co-operation.

Please note that during the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic
Dean Raymond Stewart and Canon John Merrick are not permitted
to visit hospitals and nursing homes.
Please, however, inform us if you are admitted to a hospital
or to a nursing home so that we can pray for you.

Partners in Prayer 2021
Bishop Andrew writes …………
The pandemic has brought countless challenges to each and everyone
of us, challenges that have driven us to our knees as we have cried
out to God for mercy and help during one of the most difficult
periods that we have lived through.
Our diocesan prayer diary is a valuable resource in helping you
support our diocesan family. You can help our parishes through
your prayers as they seek to respond to the COVID-19 crisis.
Remember, every prayer counts and every prayer makes a difference.
‘Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness
be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything,
but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,
will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.’
Philippians 4: 4-7
+ ANDREW DERRY AND RAPHOE
HOLY WEEK AND EASTER
MONDAY 29 MARCH 2021 - MONDAY IN HOLY WEEK
th

TUESDAY 30th MARCH 2021 - TUESDAY IN HOLY WEEK
WEDNESDAY 31st MARCH 2021 - WEDNESDAY IN HOLY WEEK
THURSDAY 1st APRIL 2021 - MAUNDY THURSDAY

FRIDAY 2nd APRIL 2021 - GOOD FRIDAY
SATURDAY 3rd APRIL 2021 - EASTER EVE
THE WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY 4th APRIL 2021
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF EASTER / EASTER DAY
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem
The Church of Ireland
The Most Reverend John McDowell, Archbishop of Armagh,
Primate of All Ireland and Metropolitan.
The Diocese of Connor. The Right Reverend George Davison.
The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe. The Right Reverend Andrew Forster.
The Parish of Aghadowey
The Reverend Louise Crawford-McCafferty, Rector. Miss Eleanor Craig, Diocesan Reader.
MISSION FOCUS - The Bible Society in Peru
There are many children across Peru who live below the poverty line.
For over 17 years, The Bread of Life project has been addressing this need by providing
children with physical and spiritual nourishment.
Every day across Peru thousands of children receive a healthy breakfast and Bible lesson
through The Bread of Life programme. For many this could be the only food that they eat all
day.
Due to restrictions in Peru, this programme has become more vital than ever in supplying
whole families with food. Throughout the lockdown The Bread of Life programme has been
providing care packages to families. Most importantly, these care packages have brought
hope through Scriptures, bringing light into a dark situation.

.

THE WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY 11th APRIL 2021
THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
The Church of The Province of The Indian Ocean
The Most Reverend James Wong, Archbishop and Primate,
and Bishop of The Diocese of Seychelles.
The Church of Ireland
The Most Reverend John McDowell, Archbishop of Armagh,
Primate of All Ireland and Metropolitan.
The Diocese of Connor. The Right Reverend George Davison.
The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe. The Right Reverend Andrew Forster.
The Parish of Errigal (Garvagh) and Desertoghill
The Reverend Carmen Hayes, Rector.

MISSION FOCUS - Church Mission Society in Democratic Republic of Congo
Give thanks for the response to the DR Congo Appeal that has enabled the Church to stand
with those worst affected by a recent upsurge in violent killings in the east of the country.
Continue to pray for all involved.
THE WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY 18th APRIL 2021
THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
The Church of Ireland
The Most Reverend John McDowell, Archbishop of Armagh,
Primate of All Ireland and Metropolitan.
The Diocese of Connor. The Right Reverend George Davison.
The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe. The Right Reverend Andrew Forster.
The Parishes of Kilrea, Tamlaght 0’Crilly Upper and Tamlaght 0’Crilly Lower (Innisrush)
The Reverend Gary Millar, Rector.
Mr Albert Moore and Mr Timothy Dowie, Diocesan Readers.
MISSION FOCUS - The Leprosy Mission in Democratic Republic of Congo
TLM Congo is working to empower people affected by leprosy in DRC, helping them to clearly
express their voices through a strong national organisation that will advocate and shape
health service policies toward leprosy and disabilities.
THE WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY 25th APRIL 2021
THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
The Nippon Sei Ko Kai (The Anglican Communion in Japan)
The Most Reverend Luke Kenichi Muto,
Primate of The Nippon Sei Ko Kai, and Bishop of The Diocese of Kyushu.
The Church of Ireland
The Most Reverend John McDowell, Archbishop of Armagh,
Primate of All Ireland and Metropolitan.
The Diocese of Connor. The Right Reverend George Davison.
The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe. The Right Reverend Andrew Forster.
The Parish of Maghera and Killelagh (Swatragh)
The Reverend Terry Kerr, Rector.
MISSION FOCUS - Church Mission Society in The Province of Alexandria
Pray for the Egypt Diocesan Synod that is due to meet next month. Pray that God would
bless the plans for the gathering and that all who attend will be blessed.

MONDAY 26th APRIL 2021
SAINT MARK THE EVANGELIST (transferred)
SATURDAY 1st MAY 2021
SAINT PHILIP AND SAINT JAMES, APOSTLES
THE WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY 2nd MAY 2021
THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
The Episcopal Church in Jerusalem and The Middle East
The Most Reverend Michael Lewis, President Bishop,
and Bishop in The Diocese of Cyprus and The Gulf.
The Church of Ireland
The Most Reverend John McDowell, Archbishop of Armagh,
Primate of All Ireland and Metropolitan.
The Dioceses of Meath and Kildare. The Most Reverend Patricia (Pat) Storey.
The Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe. The Right Reverend Andrew Forster.
The Parish of Ballyscullion (Bellaghy)
The Reverend Brian Hassan, (Non Stipendiary Ministry) - Priest in Charge.
MISSION FOCUS - The Bible Society in Guatemala
Every day 33 people become a victim of human trafficking in Guatemala. It is estimated that
60% of these people are children. This has a devastating effect on the lives of the young
women and children.
The “Free to Live” project brings God’s Word to those who have been victims of trafficking.
This project helps girls and young women, giving them hope through the message of the
Bible.
“Free to Live” groups meet once a week where they study Scripture and participate in Trauma
Healing programmes. They are aided in their recovery from the traumatic events that they
have experienced and are shown that God loves them and cares for them.
The Leprosy Mission Prayer
Almighty Father, the giver of life and health, look mercifully on those who suffer from leprosy.
Stretch out your hand to touch and heal them as Jesus did during His earthly life.
Grant wisdom and insight to those who are seeking the prevention and cure of the disease.
Give skill and sympathy to those who minister to the patients.
Reunite the separated with their family and friends. And inspire your people with the task set
before The Leprosy Mission that it may never lack the staff or the means to carry on its
healing work in accordance with your will and to the glory of your holy name.
We ask this for the sake of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen.
The Church Mission Society Ireland Prayer
May the God of Light shine brightly on the CMSI family, bringing blessing to –
and through staff, volunteers, members, mission personnel and Global Partners.
May the God of Life bring hope and renewal to those living in despair, in the places
where CMSI’s partners work.
May the God of Love bring healing and transformation to churches and individuals
in Ireland as they encounter Him afresh and engage in His work of mission.
May the God of Peace and Justice reign in our world.
May His Kingdom come on earth as in heaven. Amen.
A Prayer in the Time of the Coronavirus
Almighty and All-loving God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, we pray to you through Christ the
Healer for those who suffer from the Coronavirus Covid-19 in Ireland and across the world.

We pray too for all who reach out to those who mourn the loss of each and every person who
has died as a result of contracting the disease.
Give wisdom to policymakers, skill to researchers, comfort to everyone in distress and a sense
of calm to us all in these days of uncertainty and distress.
This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord who showed compassion to the outcast,
acceptance to the rejected and love to those to whom no love was shown. Amen.
(The Most Reverend Michael Jackson, Archbishop of Dublin and Bishop of Glendalough,
Primate of Ireland and Metropolitan).
A Prayer for Hospitals, Nursing Homes, Doctors and Nurses
Almighty God, we lift before you all of our medical staff and professionals, carers, community
workers and those providing essential services.
We thank you for their commitment and dedication to sacrificially serve you.
We pray that your outstretched arms will embrace their helping hands on the frontline of this
pandemic. Comfort and uphold them as they deal with the traumatic situations that they
face. Lord, give them strength and tenacity in their tiredness.
Protect them from infection and guard their families.
Father, encourage them with your gentleness and give them compassion and grace in how
they serve and lead. Amen.

Dipping into the archives
From the Cathedral Magazine of March 1961

New Hymnal
It is understood that a New Hymnal combined with Prayer Book will be available this month,
and the probable cost will be 10/-. The Words Edition of the new Hymnal by itself when
published will cost 6/6 probably. We trust our people will try and procure a new Hymnal as
soon as possible. After Easter we hope to have it in use in the Cathedral – though for a short
time numbers of hymns will be announced in both old and new books.
By a general consensus of opinion, it is agreed that this new Hymnal has been well worth
waiting for, and there are some really fine attractive hymns which we will look forward to
hearing and singing often.
March 17th – St Patrick’s Day
Celebration of Holy Communion 7.15 a.m. and 10.30 a.m. (Bus leaves on Pilgrimage for
Downpatrick immediately after Early Celebration of Holy Communion).
Holy Week – March 26th – 31st.
Addresses by Rev. T. P. S. Wood, B.D., Rector of Sligo.
TOYS
Are there any unused and unwanted toys in your home? Would you be so good as to give
them to the London Street School for use of infants at play? Mrs. J. Love will gratefully receive
them.
From the Cathedral Magazine of April 1961 – 60 years ago!
Tuesday 4th April – Mothers’ Union visit Taughboyne M.U.
THANKS
The Dean wishes to record thanks to the anonymous donor who so kindly sent him £5 for the
purchase of new church hymn-books for the use of visitors.
JUMBLE AUCTION – FRIDAY APRIL 21st
Will parishioners please take a note of this date, and we trust that all our people will again
give the same wonderful support as they have done over the years. Gifts in kind and money
are asked for. Goods are asked to be of fair quality – but we do ask to be spared from having
to deal with rubbish.
Last year we had to get transport to remove much worthless material after the auction.st
If you are unable to bring your contribution to the Schools on the afternoon of April 21 .,
or if it is too bulky or weighty, please communicate with Rev. C. R. J. Bradley, 32 Hawkin St,
when a van will call. The Boy Scouts will call as usual on all the parishioners in the immediate
vicinity of the Cathedral during the week commencing April, 17th.

The Spanish Flu in Derry & Raphoe
The Spanish Flu first appeared in Belfast in May 1918. By June, Derry and Tyrone were in the
grip of the pandemic. In Londonderry itself an enormous number of people in the city were
confined to bed. In one home the mother and six children are affected. There were numerous
cases in the soldiers’ barracks’ at the Waterside, and the men were confined to barracks.
Many workers in the factories and shipyard were laid up, while assistants in the Post Office
were out suffering from the strange new flu. Public places, such as cinemas and schools, were
closed to prevent the spread of the flu and people were advised to keep their hands clean
and to refrain from spitting. In one week in July there were fifty burials in the City Cemetery.
By July, this ‘influenza plague’ had arrived in Donegal. The papers had advice on how best to
combat the infection, informing people to keep quinine at hand and keep warm, while at the
first sign of infection, the victim should take to bed and remain there pending medical advice.
A second, more deadly wave of the virus swept across Derry & Raphoe in the Autumn of
1918. On Armistice Day, 11th November, thousands celebrated and in the weeks following the
death toll soared.
Local papers report that ‘the disease was raging in Raphoe and district where a number of
deaths has taken place while the entire personnel at Malin Head constabulary barracks were
stricken down and one constable died. At Quigley’s Point a father and son were buried
together.’
A third wave of Spanish flu ravaged in January 1919 before disappearing in the spring.
Unusually, the virus also affected the 20-40 age group more than any other section of the
population, so strong, young adults, parents and workers, were wiped out by it.
According to figures calculated during 1918 and 1919 the mortality rates in west Ulster were
as follows:
Donegal
1,074
or 6.38 per thousand population
Londonderry Co. & Co. Borough
683
or 4.85 per thousand population
Tyrone
594
or 4.16 per thousand population
Despite being a rural farming area, County Donegal experienced great losses. The tradition of
holding wakes is thought to have been a primary cause of death. When one infected person
entered a small cottage at an event such as a wake, the disease spread like wildfire.
One family is reported to have lost three members in 24 hours.
The Spanish flu affected the entire globe and of course the people of Derry & Raphoe were
not alone in feeling the effects of the deadly disease. Many loved ones were lost throughout
the whole country and countless families were bitterly affected by loss and heartbreak.
While the global epidemic did have major consequences for everyone, the light at the end of
the tunnel kept them going and when at last they did emerge, life returned to a sense of
normality.
In Derry & Raphoe in 2021 the vaccines have arrived; we thank God for His reassuring
presence. He has been our constant companion and our refuge and strength, in happy and
challenging circumstances, throughout the current pandemic.
Together we have exercised great patience and we look forward to prospect of ‘meeting and
greeting’ as the year unfolds. In the meantime, we pray for all who work on the frontline and
all who struggle with the
effects and aftereffects of
Covid-19. We continue to keep
a safe distance, wear our masks
and follow the guidelines to
slow the spread of Covid-19 in
our communities.
Thank you to Jacqui Armstrong
for researching & compiling this
article.

Handbags – a burden?

I am really tempted……. Just been looking at Crossbody bags on Wish.
I really like the round bags, but I think I need a purse. One that takes
your phone; has a clear cover which means you do not have to take it
out to use it, charge it, or check the time, and keep your cards safe
inside a zipped area. That excuse is very weak as I have a cover for my
phone and we seldom use cash, so the card slips into the cover and
like everybody I know there is £5 slipped inside; just in case we need something. So, I can
neither justify the purchase of a handbag or a purse.
It has nothing to do with the fact that there is a large wicker container full of handbags and
memories on top of a wardrobe! The extra special bags are still stored with my good hats and
come in their own cloth bags. These include my mother-in-law’s classic style bag which she
bought 73 years ago for an Ordination and a Wedding and which I took to a wedding not so
long ago. The handle is a bit of a problem so I thought, during a trip to a leather factory in
Spain some years ago, that maybe I should buy a classic handbag that a daughter-in-law could
take to a wedding in 2050, maybe, or maybe that was just an excuse. It has had a few trips to
grand events.
I do not really like my Aunt Aggie’s clutch-bag, but I could not part with it, so that has to stay.
Along with, a very old, crocheted purse which is not practical but has a fascinating closure
made with the crochet wool. I will also keep the old purse, which women, of a previous
generation, carried round in their apron pocket; it was leather, had a special lock on the front
which you had to pull down to open and studs for other compartments. I have mislaid the
tray purse I had: you pulled the leather tab and you spilled out your change onto a tray. I may
have to dispose of it as change is seldom used anymore! I love a search inside the handbags,
especially the bags that are only out occasionally as I usually find programmes, Orders of
Service, table place-cards and silk, lawn or batiste handkerchiefs, which all have their
memories.
I do not carry anything heavy now as old shoulders do not appreciate the weight, but it
reminds me not to carry extra burdens-especially those in your heart and mind. It reminds me
of a friend, who did not speak to a woman for 34 years and when she decided to make it up
with her, she discovered that the woman did not know she had fallen out with her!
So, let’s get rid of the things that weigh us down and burden our hearts.
Someday I expect you will see one of those large skips at our door. It will remind you to get a
skip for the unnecessary things stored in your heart which are weighing you down.
Elizabeth

Dove of White Flame
A Historical Novel about Saint Columba
‘In this novel, we get to know Columba not as a haloed saint of
the past, but as someone who was as rugged and human as the
rest of us, yet who had a burning passion for Christ that
transformed the world around him. We are given fascinating
insights into the world of the sixth century, but at the same time
we have a story which has much to say to our twenty-firstcentury world’.
(Michael Mitton, Canon Emeritus, Derby Cathedral).
The author, Stella Durand, is a recently retired Anglican priest
living in the west of Ireland.
She is the author of Drumcliffe (2000), Through the Year with
the Irish Saints (2020), and a volume of poetry. She is a member
of the International Community of Aidan and Hilda and
volunteers as a part-time tourist chaplain at St Columba’s
Church, Drumcliffe.

McElhinney

We remember Beth McElhinney and her family – David and his wife Alison,
Graham and his wife Pamela, Anne and her husband James, and their families – and all of
the relatives of William Robert (Bill) McElhinney
who died, peacefully, at
Altnagelvin Hospital, Londonderry on Friday 5th March 2021.
We, also, remember Bill’s sister Bertha, her husband Sammy Campbell and their family
(Ballymore, County Donegal).

Mitchell

We remember the family and all of the relatives of (The Reverend Canon) George Alfred
Mitchell, formerly of Glendun Park, Bangor who
died, peacefully, at Mountvale Nursing
Home, Dromore, County Down on Tuesday 16th Marchst2021.
Canon George Mitchell’s daughter, Carol (deceased, 1 December 1990) was the wife of
The Reverend Canon John McKegney (Portrush) to whom we express our sympathy.
Canon George Mitchell was the Rector of Bangor,
(Saint Comgall), 1970-1988.
th
Moyra Mitchell , the Canon’s wife, died on 19 December 2008.
She founded The Fold Housing Association in 1976.

Baldrick

We remember George Baldrick and his family – Marion and her husband Kenneth,
Jennifer and her husband Ronnie, George and his wife Alison, Stephen and his wife Shelley
and Graham and his wife Claire – and all of the relatives of Violet Baldrick (nee Robinson),
Altnagelvin Park, Altnagelvin, Londonderry who died, peacefully, on Wednesday 24th March.
We remember Violet’s son George and his wife Alison Baldrick, Knightsbridge, Londonderry
in our prayers.
Violet was a sister of Harry Robinson, Rossdowney Gardens, Londonderry to whom, and to
whose wife Mary and their family, we also express our sympathy.
The Marriage Register of The Parish of Templemore (Saint Columb’s Cathedral,
Londonderry) records that George Baldrick, Sherriffs Mountain, Londonderry
and Violet Lily
Rose Robinson, 25 Northland Drive, Londonderry were married on 31st March 1959.
The Service of Holy Matrimony was conducted by The Reverend Cecil Robert Jones Bradley,
the Curate-assistant and Dean’s Vicar.

FABRIC FUND
In memory of Carol Bell
From Doreen & Peter Sidebottom
In memory of Billy Wilson
From Doreen & Peter Sidebottom
In memory of David Bigger
From Doreen & Peter Sidebottom
In memory of The Reverend Canon John Mayes
From Doreen & Peter Sidebottom
In memory of Lexie Miller
From Doreen & Peter Sidebottom
In memory of Thomas & Iris Doherty
From their son Garth
In memory of my Father and Mother, Robert and Caroline Dickson
From Georgina
In memory of The Reverend Canon John Mayes
From Georgina Dunseith
In memory of William (Billy) Wallace Wilson
From Georgina Dunseith
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